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 1                           Tuesday, 15 October 2019

 2                           [Open session]

 3                           [The accused not present]

 4                           [The witness takes the stand]

 5                           --- Upon commencing at 9.30 a.m.

 6             JUDGE HALL:  Good morning to everyone in and around the

 7     courtroom.

 8             Mr. Registrar, would you please call the case.

 9             THE REGISTRAR:  Good morning, Your Honours.  This is the case

10     MICT-15-96-T, The Prosecutor versus Jovica Stanisic and Franko Simatovic.

11     Thank you, Your Honours.

12             JUDGE HALL:  Thank you.

13             And may we have the appearances, please.

14             MR. STRINGER:  Good morning, Mr. President, Your Honours.  For

15     the Prosecution myself, Douglas Stringer with Dounia Ridane,

16     Fabian Unser-Nad and Laurent Vuillemin.

17             MR. JORDASH:  Good morning, Your Honours.  For Mr. Stanisic

18     myself, Wayne Jordash, Joe Holmes, Catriona Murdoch, Ruby Axelson,

19     Dusko Babic, Prachiti Venkatraman, Gabriela Kolpak, Darjana Macanovic and

20     Shivani Sanghavi.

21             MR. PETROVIC: [Interpretation] Good morning, Your Honours.  For

22     the Simatovic Defence, Mihajlo Bakrac and Vladimir Petrovic appearing.

23             JUDGE HALL:  Sir Ivor, before Mr. Stringer begins his

24     cross-examinations, I remind you you're still on your oath.

25             Yes, Mr. Stringer.

 1             MR. STRINGER:  Thank you, Mr. President.

 2                           WITNESS:  IVOR ROBERTS [Resumed]

 3                           Cross-examination by Mr. Stringer:

 4        Q.   Good morning, Sir Ivor.  My name is Douglas Stringer.  I

 5     represent the Prosecution so I have questions from the Prosecution side.

 6             If I may, I would just like to ask you a couple of brief

 7     questions about your professional background in the foreign service of

 8     the UK.  If I understand correctly, I think I do, I will just walk

 9     through parts of some biographical details that I have from an interview

10     you gave at Oxford a number of years starting with entry into the

11     diplomatic service in 1968, various postings and areas of focus, if I can

12     put it that way, the Middle East, second secretary in Paris in 1970,

13     first secretary at the Foreign and Commonwealth office in 1973, first

14     secretary in Canberra in Australia, 1978, skipping ahead a little bit,

15     minister and deputy head of mission in Madrid, 1989.  And if I understand

16     correctly, then it was from Madrid that you moved to the posting that

17     we've been discussing here yesterday and today, in Belgrade.

18             And we'll talk about that transition a little more in a few

19     minutes.  And then continuing on after your tenure in Belgrade which I

20     believe ended in November of 1997, you went back to Oxford where you were

21     a senior associate member at St Antony's College.  You were Ambassador to

22     Ireland in 1991.  And before retiring you got the unpleasant posting of

23     being the Ambassador to Italy and San Marino.  With the exception of my

24     last remark, which I think you understand is made in jest, is that an

25     accurate overall account, recognising that it doesn't include everything

 1     actually?

 2        A.   No, I mean, I would -- it doesn't refer to the fact that I was

 3     working on Yugoslav affairs as early as the 1970s, and in the 1980s while

 4     back in the foreign office, I was head of counter-terrorism.

 5        Q.   Thank you.  Actually, that was going to be a next question, but

 6     you've gone straight to it.  I don't want to suggest to you and I don't

 7     think anyone is suggesting that you weren't well familiar with the region

 8     of the former Yugoslavia and certainly the events that had been taking

 9     place there before you arrived in March of 1994.

10             If I understand correctly, then, and this comes from your witness

11     statement, the second statement, you were in Madrid and the invitation to

12     then move from Madrid to Belgrade came in the spring of 1993; is that

13     correct?

14        A.   Yeah.  The word "invitation" is, of course, a euphemism.

15        Q.   There was another part in your witness statement that maybe, I

16     think that around six months before your arrival in Belgrade you actually

17     left Madrid or the transition began around six months before your arrival

18     in Belgrade?

19        A.   Yes, I left, from memory, late October and then went into

20     language training in London and then I went to Croatia to stay with a

21     family in Croatia to further refine my language training, though this led

22     to come confusion as people in Croatia said, nice that you're coming to

23     stay in Croatia, and I said, no, I'm going to Belgrade.  They said, well,

24     that's a different language.  And I said, I don't think so.  So, anyway

25     that is what happened.

 1        Q.   Would it be clear to say that during this process at some point

 2     you began getting briefings from your government --

 3        A.   Sure.

 4        Q.   -- about all that had taken place up until that point.  I mean,

 5     it's quite a learning curve that you're taking on here, dropping into

 6     Belgrade in March of 1994?

 7        A.   Yeah.  I saw a lot of both Lord Owen and Douglas Hurd, the

 8     British foreign secretary at the time so I was at the highest level

 9     pretty well briefed and, of course, I saw officials at lower levels on an

10     almost daily basis in that transitional period.

11        Q.   Did the briefing encompass not just sort of a factual description

12     of the events that had been taking place in Yugoslavia but I assume that

13     given the position you would be taking on, you were informed or perhaps

14     even instructed regarding this is the position of the British government,

15     these are the conclusions, these are how we see things?

16        A.   Yes, absolutely right.

17        Q.   And then you referred to this both in your prior testimony and in

18     your statement, it was around Christmas 1993 you had a conversation with

19     Lord Owen?

20        A.   Yes.

21        Q.   And I believe that occurred in London.  And that was where he

22     told you that in his view now, this being latter 1993, actually, and

23     going back to the earlier Vance-Owen period, Owen had at least concluded

24     that Milosevic at some point decided your words work with the grain of

25     the international community and not against it.  Do you recall that?

 1        A.   Yes, of course.

 2        Q.   And that was sort of the I guess if there's a coming from him, in

 3     particular, this was what informed your approach or your thinking about

 4     Milosevic from the time of your arrival a few months later.

 5        A.   Yes.  I mean, that was his view and it was also the view of the

 6     British government.

 7        Q.   That Milosevic was the key to the resolution of the conflict in

 8     Bosnia.

 9        A.   That without him we wouldn't get there.

10        Q.   You say, and then this is in paragraph 57 of your statement, in

11     talking about this, you said that the challenge was to engage Milosevic

12     but, at the same time, to detach him from covert support of the Bosnian

13     Serbs.

14             Was it the assessment of the British government at that point

15     that Milosevic had been providing covert support to the Bosnian Serbs?

16        A.   Yes.

17        Q.   And by covert, you mean forms of support that it was at least

18     hoped would not have been readily detectible by the international

19     community?

20        A.   Well, it's quite clear that and it would be impossible to police

21     or indeed for outsiders even to be aware of, that there would be some --

22     I mean, you have to go back to only two or three years earlier, all these

23     military were part of the same army and so after the Bosnian declaration

24     of independence, the outbreak of war and so on, you still had people who

25     had been brother officers, brother soldiers only literally months

 1     previously.  And it was perfectly clear to me that there would be some

 2     migration, if you like, across the Drina from officers and soldiers in

 3     Yugoslavia into the Bosnian Serb-held parts of Bosnia.

 4             I hope I made myself clear.

 5        Q.   Yes, thank you.  Did you receive briefings or was it your

 6     understanding that in addition to the officers and the soldiers that

 7     you've just referred to, there were paramilitaries from Serbia that had

 8     been going across into Croatia initially and then Bosnia as well as those

 9     who were or -- or had been associated with the JNA?

10        A.   No.

11        Q.   Did you have any knowledge about paramilitaries linked to

12     political parties in Serbia --

13        A.   Well, there's --

14        Q.   -- say the party of Vuk Draskovic or Seselj, whether they were

15     sending paramilitaries across?

16        A.   Well, I think it was quite widely known that Seselj had sent

17     paramilitaries into Croatia, in particular.

18        Q.   You had no information about his paramilitaries being in Bosnia?

19        A.   No.

20        Q.   Okay.

21        A.   And I didn't know that Draskovic had any paramilitaries.

22        Q.   Okay.  Now, just sort of getting back for a moment to your --

23     your background or sort of the trajectory of your career, when you

24     returned to Oxford, that was when you wrote the book that has been the

25     subject of your evidence and which actually now is part of the evidence

 1     in this case?

 2        A.   I wrote a first draft of it.

 3        Q.   Yes.  I'll -- I'll maybe to speed it up.  It is my understanding

 4     that you wrote the first draft of it during this time that you were at

 5     Oxford.  This would have been around -- well, you can tell me when.

 6        A.   Okay.  I arrived in Oxford in late 1997, straight from Belgrade

 7     and I wrote the book substantively in three months in the course of 1998.

 8        Q.   Okay.  And --

 9        A.   While the events were extremely fresh in my mind, of course.

10        Q.   And it is my understanding that to your frustration, if I can put

11     it that way, you had hoped that it would actually be published quite a

12     bit earlier than 2016, but this depended on the approval of the British

13     government before it could actually be published.

14        A.   Yes.  It was frustrating because it was originally the foreign

15     office under-secretary who -- in charge of Yugoslavia at the time who

16     suggested that during my sabbatical in Oxford I should write up an

17     account of my experiences which he said would be of valuable public

18     interest.  And the initial reaction from the foreign office was extremely

19     positive.  They thought it would be a formality but somewhere along the

20     line, the view was taken that this would form an undesirable precedent,

21     of a serving officer producing accounts of meetings with -- at the

22     highest level in foreign countries of a confidential nature.  That was

23     the explanation given.

24        Q.   And then seeing now that the book was published in 2016, my

25     assumption is that at some point just prior to the publication, the

 1     British government concluded that, perhaps with the passage of time,

 2     those concerns were no longer an obstacle?

 3        A.   Yes, clearly.  Once I stopped being a serving member of the

 4     foreign office, that precedent argument didn't apply.

 5        Q.   During the three months that you wrote the first draft of the

 6     book, I would like to talk a little bit in general about the first part

 7     of your witness statement.  This is the second witness statement that --

 8     that you gave more recently that's based upon excerpts from the book.

 9     You provide a very detailed description and analysis of Yugoslavia, the

10     creation of Yugoslavia, various movements that led to its creation.  You

11     refer to the kingdom of Serbia, historical forces, if you will.  I would

12     just like to get -- get a clear understanding of how you see that as --

13     now that it is evidence in this trial, as opposed to what you have

14     published in a book.  Do you consider yourself to be a Balkans expert,

15     say, in an academic sense or is this -- if I could suggest, an account

16     not only of your very extensive experience in the region in Belgrade,

17     your meetings with Milosevic, but it's also sort of your take, if you

18     will, on what led to the conflict and various background, historical

19     context that contributed to that.

20        A.   Well, I hesitate to say that I'm an expert on anything.  I don't

21     claim, as President Trump, to have great unparalleled wisdom on any

22     matter, but I can point to the amount of time I spent both in my early

23     days in the foreign office on the Balkans desk and my four years in

24     Belgrade and my 15 months at Oxford where I was focussed entirely on the

25     Balkans and, of course, in subsequent rewriting, redrafting of my book.

 1     But that's it.  I wouldn't describe myself in terms of greater expertise

 2     than what flows naturally from those experiences and that writing.

 3        Q.   In your book as well as in your evidence, you refer to a number

 4     of individuals and I'd just like to take you through and get a few

 5     comments regarding some of those, starting, of course, with

 6     Slobodan Milosevic.

 7             It's my understanding that from about April of 1994, a couple of

 8     weeks after your arrival, you had the first of your meetings with

 9     Slobodan Milosevic.  That's the one in which you accompanied Mr. Hogg and

10     from that point, you embarked upon scores of meetings with Milosevic that

11     spanned really the entirety of your tenure in Belgrade, ending in

12     November of 1997.  Is that correct?

13        A.   Yes.  I mean, I just, as a parenthesis, say there were a long

14     period of some months when I didn't see him at all when I was in -- given

15     sort of pariah status for having seen to involve myself too closely in

16     the demonstrations against the Milosevic rigging of elections in the

17     winter of 1996.

18        Q.   1996.

19        A.   Yeah.

20        Q.   You -- citing from your book in paragraph 36, you say that

21     Milosevic was the chief engineer of the demise of Yugoslavia and that his

22     policies amplified nationalism and also served as a recruiting sergeant

23     for Slovene and Croatian nationalism and subsequently, the Kosovo

24     Liberation Army, the KLA.

25             Now, and then just I'm going to refer to your testimony back in

 1     the first case.  You say:  "Milosevic saw people like Karadzic,

 2     Krajisnik, Plavsic and Koljevic and other members of that crew as being

 3     amenable work-mates in his plans of carving out a Bosnian Serb entity."

 4             Now, on the point of carving out a Bosnian Serb entity you have

 5     alluded to this in paragraph 23 of your statement, but just so it is

 6     clear that policy of Milosevic was completely at odds with his domestic

 7     policy of putting down independence or autonomy movements within minority

 8     populations in Serbia itself; correct?

 9        A.   Sorry, can you ... I need to reread what you just said.

10        Q.   Okay.

11        A.   Oh putting down.

12        Q.   Suppressing?

13        A.   I thought you were suggesting that he was promoting the autonomy

14     of minorities.  Didn't seem right.

15        Q.   No.  And in Serbia and in the FRY, we know that, you have alluded

16     I think to some of these.  There were the Albanians in Kosovo obviously,

17     significant Hungarian populations in the Vojvodina and the Chamber has

18     actually, more recently heard about aspirations of the Muslims in the

19     Sandzak region of Serbia Montenegro, et cetera.

20             So at the same time that he was promoting or carving out

21     statelets for Serbs abroad he was also opposed to any such active in his

22     own country?

23        A.   I think that is putting it slightly strongly.  I mean, it's

24     certainly he was keen to remove the powers of the Autonomous Regions

25     which he thought, under the constitutional arrangements of the FRY, gave

 1     the autonomous regions virtually the same status as republics and they

 2     provided members of the Federal Presidency, which meant that if they all

 3     came together against Serbia and Montenegro they could outvote them.

 4     That was clearly what he was very unhappy about.

 5        Q.   Were you aware that that occurred as part of the changes in

 6     approximately 1990, Serbia adopted a new constitution?

 7        A.   Yeah.

 8        Q.   And the Chamber has heard evidence that in the -- in that

 9     constitution, the tendency was to centralise power in Milosevic, quite

10     frankly.  Would you agree to that?

11        A.   Yeah.

12        Q.   In paragraph 44, you state that Milosevic and Croatian President

13     Tudjman "working to an atavistic nationalist agenda ensured that the

14     breakup of Yugoslavia would be violent, brutal and bloody."

15             Now, Sir Ivor, I would be pleased for the chance sometime to talk

16     to you about the policies and practices of Franjo Tudjman, but today it

17     is about Milosevic.  What is it, in your view, that Milosevic's

18     nationalist agenda or why is it, I should say that that this nationalist

19     agenda that ensure that this breakup would be so violent and bloody?

20        A.   Well, it's hard to ... sum that up in a few words.  The -- as I

21     was saying yesterday in my evidence, Milosevic isn't really interested in

22     nationalism per se, he is interested in power.  And as I said his

23     original aim had been to be the new Tito so the Tito, the new Tito of

24     Slovenia, Croatia, everywhere.  That didn't happen.  And he kept on

25     having to scale back his ambitions till he realised that the limit of his

 1     power would be in Serbia itself by the end of the whole exercise.

 2             And his wife, in particular, was a 24-caret Communist.  She

 3     really believed in Communism.  That was her special subject as a lecturer

 4     in politics at Belgrade university.  And she often said that if she

 5     thought her husband had been a nationalist she would have never married

 6     him.  But he used nationalism as a tool, entirely cynically, as a way of

 7     acquiring more power and retaining it, and he tapped into a vein of

 8     nationalism which had never been entirely eliminated in Tito's

 9     Yugoslavia.  And, in fact, some would argue and I could talk about this

10     for hours and you will be glad to hear I won't, the -- the way Tito

11     suppressed nationalism may well have acted as a pressure cooker on

12     nationalism.

13        Q.   If I were to suggest that -- if, for whatever reason, Milosevic

14     whether he is a nationalist or whether he has chosen to exploit

15     nationalism, the reason why we're talking about nationalism in the

16     context of violence and bloodshed is that in Bosnia there was a mixed

17     demographic character, the people were mixed everywhere.  We've both

18     heard of the spots on the leopard's skin analogy.  And so, this is why

19     the nationalism and the carving out of a Serb statelet in Bosnia was

20     necessarily going to require violence and bloodshed; isn't that right?

21        A.   Yes.

22        Q.   Now in paragraph 60, you describe Milosevic as a one-man state,

23     l'état, c'est moi, quoting Djukic.  All the normal institutions exist but

24     only one functions, Slobodan Milosevic.  And then you continue.  "It was

25     as though he was the only three-dimensional figure in Serbian politics,

 1     while the others were cardboard cutouts."

 2             You still ascribe to that view?

 3        A.   It's quite recent.

 4        Q.   Oh, that's true.  It is.  Point well taken.  Although, elsewhere

 5     you actually indicate that Vuk Draskovic had perhaps a more

 6     three-dimensional quality to him as well?

 7        A.   Yes, but he didn't really function.

 8        Q.   Yes.  By virtue of his authority, Milosevic then could appoint,

 9     maintain and remove persons holding positions of importance in the

10     structures of Serbia and the FRY government.

11             Would you agree with me on that?

12        A.   Yes.

13        Q.   These include the military police and civilian government

14     structures?

15        A.   Absolutely.

16        Q.   In paragraph 45, you say that Milosevic discarded colleagues and

17     friends when they had served their purpose.

18             And then skipping over to paragraph 47, you said that there was

19     never any doubt over who took the final decision on the removal of people

20     from their positions.  It was purely because Milosevic had decided that

21     they had outlived their usefulness or loyalty.

22             Did you see that while you were in Belgrade?  Are you able to

23     give any examples of persons who perhaps had faded out or had been

24     removed by Milosevic when they were no longer useful or loyal?

25        A.   Well, I quote in the same paragraph, paragraph 47, in the

 1     penultimate sentence, I can read it out.  "At a party meeting, for

 2     example, which removed several top officials, he merely read out the

 3     names of those being politically liquidated without a word of explanation

 4     and that happened while I was there."

 5        Q.   Before you were there in May of 1992, a significant number of

 6     high-level generals of the JNA were purged, given early retirement and

 7     the evidence before the Chamber is that this is because they considered

 8     themselves or they were considered to be too pro-Yugoslav.  Were you

 9     aware of that as something that had occurred before your arrival?

10        A.   Yes.

11        Q.   So that would be another example of what you're describing here

12     in paragraph 47?

13        A.   Yes.  I mean, in Milosevic's rise to power, he went through every

14     republic with a road show, if you like, of organising demonstrations

15     against the republican leadership and mostly successfully installing

16     people who he would regard as -- as solid supporters.  He made some

17     mistakes.  He ended up with Djukanovic in Montenegro which was a very bad

18     mistake from his point of view.

19        Q.   Is that the anti-bureaucratic --

20        A.   Yes.

21        Q.   And this was one of the factors that contributed to his ability

22     then to remove autonomous status for Vojvodina and Kosovo, is it not?

23        A.   That's right.  Because by doing so he had effectively got the

24     votes of all the republics necessary.

25        Q.   And in that way amended the constitution?

 1        A.   Yes.

 2        Q.   You learned in June 1995 that Jovica Stanisic was the person that

 3     Milosevic had put in charge of securing the return of the UN hostages,

 4     including British hostages?

 5             THE INTERPRETER:  Interpreters kindly remind you to observe a

 6     small pause between questions and answers.  Please.

 7             MR. STRINGER:  That's my fault.  We're both speaking the same

 8     language and I need to break a little bit so the interpreters have a

 9     chance to keep up with us.

10             THE WITNESS:  So I can't reply until how long has gone by.

11             MR. STRINGER:  No, actually, it's not your job.  What she's

12     politely saying is that she is reminding me that it's my job to let you

13     finish your answer and then to wait a month before I ask my next

14     question.

15        A.   Oh, I see.  Okay.

16        Q.   I'll start over.  You learned in 1995 that it was Stanisic who

17     was going to be sort of the point man of getting the hostages released?

18        A.   Yes.

19        Q.   Now, at that point did you know that he was the head of the state

20     security of the Republic of Serbia?

21        A.   Yes.

22        Q.   We can go to if you wish, but we don't need to.  In your book at

23     the very early part, you have a section of what you call the dramatis

24     personae.  You've listed a number of individuals who I believe you

25     encountered or were aware of, who factored into the events at the time.

 1     And you've got Jovica Stanisic in there as one of these individuals and

 2     so my question was:  When did you become aware of Jovica Stanisic?  Was

 3     it just in June of 1995 or was he someone who was known to you and the

 4     British government prior?  Let me just interject there, because as my

 5     learned friend mentioned at the beginning of your evidence, it's not my

 6     intention today to get into matters of intelligence and certainly not

 7     manners and means of intelligence-gathering and so if there's anything

 8     that I'm asking that makes you feel uncomfortable in that sense, you'll

 9     let me know, please.

10             So with that, can you tell us what you and the British government

11     knew about Jovica Stanisic.

12        A.   I think you're entering into an area I don't want to respond to.

13        Q.   Can I ask if he was known to you, and his position was known to

14     you, at the time you arrived in March of 1994?

15        A.   Yes.

16        Q.   And he was among the persons whom you had been briefed up on?

17        A.   No.

18        Q.   Okay.

19        A.   Did you say first among the persons?

20        Q.   No.  He was among those -- I'll ask the question again.

21             Before your arrival in Belgrade in March of 1994, was

22     Jovica Stanisic among persons, say, officials of Serbia, whom you had

23     been briefed about?

24        A.   I can't be sure.

25        Q.   Okay.  Now, in your previous evidence in the first trial, you

 1     actually referred to him as the head of the secret police.  And that's

 2     how you've written about him in a couple of places.  And I just want to

 3     clarify the record.  When we talk about -- when you're talking about the

 4     secret police of Serbia, we're talking about the state security, which is

 5     the formal official name; correct?

 6        A.   Correct.

 7        Q.   And referring to paragraph 135 of your statement, you said that

 8     it was Milosevic who told you in June of 1995 that he was sending "his

 9     feared secret security chief, Jovica Stanisic, the man of whom it was

10     said that he literally knew where the bodies were buried, who would be

11     issuing dire threats."

12             In that same paragraph Milosevic went on to tell you that

13     Stanisic will kill -- this was the message that Stanisic delivered to

14     Karadzic.  "Stanisic will tell Karadzic that I will have him killed if he

15     doesn't release the hostages.  He knows I can do it."

16             The question here is:  Whether, in your assessment, based on what

17     you knew about Stanisic at the time, you also judge that he was a person

18     capable of delivering such a message with authority from Milosevic.

19        A.   Yes.

20        Q.   A few moments ago you testified, I asked you about Milosevic's

21     practice of discarding or removing people whom he viewed as no longer

22     useful or loyal.  Now, if Stanisic held such an important position, the

23     chief of the state security or the secret police, throughout the entirety

24     of the conflict in Bosnia and beyond, during the entirety of your tenure

25     in Belgrade, then can we conclude that it was because Stanisic

 1     demonstrated his loyalty and usefulness to Milosevic during that period?

 2        A.   It may be, and I have no way of knowing this with precision, that

 3     when I mentioned that Stanisic was someone who knew where the bodies were

 4     buried, that Stanisic may have been in a position to uncover things if

 5     pushed, which would have been distinctly uncomfortable for Milosevic.

 6        Q.   And then my question was slightly different.  Holding -- I think

 7     we can agree that chief of state security of the Republic of Serbia is an

 8     important position, particularly during this period of time; correct?

 9        A.   Correct.

10        Q.   And can we conclude based upon what you've said already that if

11     Stanisic held that position, it was because he was useful to Milosevic?

12        A.   Yes.

13        Q.   Milosevic would have gotten someone else to do the job if he was

14     not useful?

15        A.   Well, with the proviso that I've just mentioned.

16        Q.   Yes.  So you think that Stanisic had information that could have

17     been used against Milosevic if he didn't treat Stanisic properly or if he

18     abandoned -- if he abandoned Stanisic.  Is that what you're getting at?

19        A.   Well, we're now again entering territory I'm not comfortable

20     about developing.

21        Q.   Chiefs of state security have available to them a great deal of

22     information that can prove useful --

23        A.   Correct.

24        Q.   -- correct?  Milosevic expressed his full confidence in Jovica

25     Stanisic in June of 1995 when he was dispatched to bring about the

 1     release of the hostages?

 2        A.   Yes.

 3        Q.   I'm going to suggest to that you Milosevic also would have

 4     discarded Jovica Stanisic had he shown himself not capable or willing to

 5     implement Milosevic's policies in regard to the Serbs in Croatia and

 6     Bosnia.  Would you agree with that?

 7        A.   Well, I come back to what the -- the qualification I registered

 8     about five minutes ago.

 9        Q.   Okay.  So it's your view that Stanisic did not show himself to be

10     useful in implementing Milosevic's policies abroad?

11        A.   I didn't say that.  I said the reason why he may not have been

12     sackable, if that's what you want to put it in those terms, may not have

13     been entirely connected with his usefulness or his loyalty.

14        Q.   But you don't know?

15        A.   No.

16        Q.   Okay.  You did say in the first trial in relation to this point

17     at least in respect of the 1995 hostages issue, you said that

18     Milosevic -- I'm referring to transcript page 18587, "Milosevic used

19     Stanisic to try to execute his will in Bosnia when his own attempts had

20     failed."

21        A.   This is the locus classicus of the hostage saga.

22        Q.   Yes.  Now, I want to show you a piece of your testimony from

23     before.  We can put it on the screen.

24             It's R70 number -- we made an excerpt, Mr. President, just to

25     make it go faster hopefully.  R70 number 21181.

 1             And this is from page 18590 of your testimony and so it's going

 2     to be on the screen in front of you there so you can see it before I ask

 3     you any questions.

 4             MR. STRINGER:  I don't have a screen in front of me.  Is it on

 5     the screen?  Okay, thank you.  Yeah, thank you.

 6        Q.   This is what you said:  "Milosevic had created the violent

 7     breakup of the SFRY by attempting to take over control of the whole

 8     country ..."

 9             You have alluded to this actually already in your evidence.

10             "... and when that failed to destabilize Croatia and then Bosnia

11     by carving out, with the assistance of local acolyte, Serb states."

12        A.   I should have said statelets.

13        Q.   Statelets.  Okay.  Very well.  My question then is, and I think

14     you have already answered it but I'm going to put it to you anyway,

15     whether you would consider Stanisic as the head of Milosevic's secret

16     police as among those who would have assisted Milosevic in carving out

17     these statelets in Croatia and Bosnia?

18        A.   Well, I would imagine anyone in the immediate circle would have

19     been part of that exercise, but I have no way of knowing because I wasn't

20     there at the time and nobody briefed me to say that -- that that -- there

21     wasn't any particular reason to focus on Stanisic.

22        Q.   All right.  Referring back to your book and then this is again

23     the section on Jovica Stanisic --

24        A.   Sorry, which paragraph are we on?

25        Q.   It's Roman numeral xx.  In -- sorry, this is the book now.

 1        A.   Yeah, okay.

 2        Q.   It's the book.  It's the -- you have the book, do you not?

 3        A.   I do.  I can't ... there's no page numbering --

 4        Q.   Okay, yeah.  I don't need --

 5        A.   -- so I can't find anything in this.

 6        Q.   I don't know that we need to go there for this.

 7        A.   I'll try and remember.

 8        Q.   Okay.  What you said there this is at Roman numeral xx, you said

 9     that Stanisic was a secret agent of the CIA.  Now, recognizing that it

10     might be get into areas you don't wish to testify about, but it has been

11     published with the approval of your government, so I must ask you, sir,

12     on what basis is this information provided to us?

13        A.   I think you know I'm not allowed to talk about these matters.

14        Q.   I think I do as well.  The thing is though, we have it published

15     in a book and it's information that's relevant, that's, I think --

16     everyone will agree is of relevance to the case and so on the one hand,

17     it's a public information, published with the approval of the British

18     government, and I think it's something I would remiss if I were not to

19     ask about or draw your attention to.

20             You're not able to give us any more information as to where that

21     comes from?

22        A.   The instructions I have are not to discuss this.

23        Q.   Okay.

24        A.   And they are very recent instructions.  Reminding me that I am

25     bound by the British Official Secrets Act even though I left British

 1     government service 13 years ago.

 2        Q.   Understood.  May I ask if the fact that it is something that you

 3     published again with the approval of your government, this information is

 4     considered to be reliable?

 5        A.   You'll have to take your own judgement on that.

 6        Q.   Are we not entitled to rely on what is said in your book?

 7        A.   I think I would certainly rely on anything I said in my book.

 8        Q.   Thank you.  I asked you earlier about the objective that you had

 9     discussed with Lord Owen in December of 1993, about trying to detach

10     Milosevic from his covert support of the Bosnian Serbs.  The question

11     here is whether, in your judgement, the State Security Service of Serbia,

12     the secret police, would have been an ideal vehicle through which to

13     provide covert support to the Bosnian Serbs?

14        A.   Well, I think the example I mentioned earlier about the facility

15     with which soldiers, ex-soldiers, former colleagues could migrate across

16     the Drina was the example I had in mind.  I am not aware of any

17     particular instance of the State Security Service operating in that way,

18     but that's not to say, of course, that it didn't happen.

19        Q.   Another person you referred to in the dramatis personae section

20     of your book, the introductory part, is Radovan Karadzic and I've got

21     just a few questions about him.

22             And we can put this up on the screen as R70 number 21182.  This

23     is taken, Sir Ivor, from your testimony in the first trial at page 18592

24     to -93.

25             And we've highlighted the part that I wanted to draw your

 1     attention to.  In the first trial you were asked -- you were talking

 2     about Radovan Karadzic with whom I believe you had many meetings and I

 3     characterised him as an unrepentant nationalist and then you were asked:

 4             "Q.  Did being a nationalist imply any particular vision or goal

 5     as to what the map or the population of the Balkans should look like?"

 6             And your answer was:  "Well, it would be one in which Serbia has

 7     as great amount of territory as possible?

 8             "Q.  And would that be territory that had been ethnically

 9     cleansed of non-Serbs?

10             And you answer was:  "It would."

11             My question is whether, in all of your experience and dealings

12     with Mr. Milosevic, whether you concluded that Milosevic, for whatever

13     reason, supported that policy of ethnic cleansing of non-Serbs from those

14     Serb territories in Bosnia.

15        A.   I think I come back to what I was saying yesterday, that I think

16     there was a watershed moment in this whole process.  Milosevic was a

17     complex character and not a particularly astute strategic thinker.  And

18     it became a watershed, which I think for him as I was saying yesterday at

19     some length, so I won't repeat myself, at the Pale assembly meeting of

20     1993 where he was publicly humiliated and rebuffed.  Where, I think, from

21     that time onwards he felt that the game was going to have to change, that

22     at he no longer could rely on his Bosnian Serb - what I think I referred

23     to in my book as the Frankenstein's monster or monsters who had got

24     completely out of control.  And the one thing that Mr. Milosevic disliked

25     intensely was people who got out of his control.  So I think at that

 1     point - I can't obviously put a date on it - but it's around that time

 2     that he decided there would be a break between him and the Bosnian Serb

 3     leadership and they must go their own way and he would look after the

 4     interests of what I would call Yugoslav Serbs --

 5        Q.   Yes --

 6        A.   -- Serbs in the FRY.

 7        Q.   During the prior period, 1991 and 1992, in Croatia you -- you

 8     have referred already, I asked you earlier about the crew, the local

 9     Serbs, Karadzic, Krajisnik, Plavsic, all of those, to the extent we're

10     talking about Bosnia in 1992, if Milosevic was enabling them, which I

11     think is a rather benign way of characterising your evidence, he must

12     have shared that view that ethnic cleansing was going to be part of the

13     establishment of these statelets; correct?

14        A.   Well, I think I come back again to what I'm saying earlier, that

15     all -- this whole exercise for Milosevic was in exercising power and

16     rather than worrying about whether the whole of Serbia itself, for

17     instance, was ethnically cleansed, which he never suggested, it's about

18     power.  And provided he has the sullen acceptance, if you like, of people

19     who are not ethnic Serbs, he doesn't much care.  The important thing for

20     him is that they do not in any way threaten his hold on power.

21        Q.   So he accepted ethnic cleansing in his support of Bosnian Serbs

22     because it was what came with holding onto power?

23        A.   I think that's probably correct.

24        Q.   When we talk about this policy of carving out Serb states in

25     Croatia and Bosnia, and this goes a little bit to what you were asked

 1     about yesterday by my learned friend, Mr. Petrovic.  You were shown the

 2     Helsinki principles and you were talking about territorial integrity and

 3     self-determination.

 4             I'm going to suggest to you, Sir Ivor, that in Bosnia it was not

 5     just about territory but it was also very much about the national or the

 6     ethnic composition of the people who would be living in those

 7     territories.  Can we agree on that?

 8        A.   When you say "it was not just about," what does that refer to?

 9        Q.   It was about changing the demographic character of these

10     territories through violence as well as just taking, having control over

11     the territory, say pursuant to some peace plan.

12        A.   Yes.

13        Q.   It was yesterday at paragraph -- sorry.  Page 45 of yesterday's

14     transcript, you were asked about the Helsinki guide-lines and just one

15     follow-up question on that.  Can we agree that at its most basic level

16     territorial integrity, self-determination, these principles mean that a

17     person has a right to remain living in his home, in his community,

18     whether it's a flat in Sarajevo or a patch of land in Zvornik, without

19     being violently removed because others are imposing their vision of

20     territorial integrity and self-determination?

21        A.   That's self-evident.

22        Q.   Would you agree that those principles of territorial integrity

23     and self-determination do not supercede laws and norms on the conduct of

24     war and would not condone a criminal objective to remove large numbers of

25     persons because they don't fit within another group's vision of

 1     territorial integrity?

 2        A.   Well, the laws and conducts of war -- norms on the conduct of war

 3     and ... criminal acts are obviously -- any criminal act is not

 4     acceptable.

 5        Q.   There was one passage from your book that was not -- that's not

 6     found in your more recent witness statement and so I would like to draw

 7     your attention to that and ask you for comment.  And in your -- in your

 8     statement, in paragraph 71, you're talking about that trip you made to

 9     Pale.  This is paragraph 71 of your second statement.

10        A.   Yeah.

11        Q.   And ... I believe at this point in time we're talking about the

12     Contact Group plan but you'll correct me if I'm wrong.  Yeah, actually

13     right at the beginning it says the Contact Group plan.  UK representative

14     was David Manning.  So you went with him to Pale.

15             First question is:  If the Contact Group plan was presented in

16     July 1994, which I believe it was, how long after that would

17     approximately have been this trip to Pale?

18        A.   A month maybe.

19        Q.   Okay.  August?

20        A.   Yeah, I think so.

21        Q.   And just --

22        A.   I'm pretty sure it was around -- because all of these events

23     including the explosive leader in the front page of Politika all happened

24     in that period in August.

25        Q.   Okay.

 1        A.   [Inaudible]

 2        Q.   That was my next question.  We'll talk about that later.  But you

 3     referred in your evidence already to sitting in the restaurant --

 4        A.   Yeah.

 5        Q.   -- you said it was the summer so I take it this must be August of

 6     1994 or thereabouts?

 7        A.   Yes, it was after the Bosnian Serbs had rejected the

 8     Contact Group plan so assuming that they got it in July -- it wouldn't

 9     have taken the Bosnian Serbs very long to rejects it but I think we're

10     talking about still a matter of weeks.  I think we're into August, yes.

11        Q.   So roughly August then is the restaurant you see the editor of

12     Politika leaving abruptly and then the next day's Milosevic interview

13     appears and then it's followed, I think, four days later by the

14     announcement of the formal blockade of the Drina border with Bosnia?

15        A.   Yes, absolutely.

16        Q.   Okay.  Getting back now to this, so we're talking roughly

17     August of 1994 then when you and Mr. Manning go to Pale, I guess the

18     mission or the objective is to sell the Contact plan to Karadzic?

19        A.   It is conceivable it was late July but I can't -- it's not --

20        Q.   Okay.  It's not important.  And we can put this up so that you

21     can see it more easily.  It's R70 number 21185.  This is from page 43 of

22     your book.  But we're going to put it on the screen and make it more fast

23     and easy to read.

24             What I want to ask you about is -- is -- this is in the second

25     full paragraph starting about a quarter of the page down.  It says

 1     that -- the paragraph beginning:  "In this climate it was felt

 2     worthwhile ..."

 3             And this all in your statement.

 4             And then the part that has been highlighted is actually what I

 5     wanted to draw your attention to.  You're referring to the trip to Pale

 6     to have Karadzic accept the map.  And then you go on about his defiance.

 7     He was in a foul mood, I think he was not feeling well.

 8        A.   Yes.

 9        Q.   And then he goes on to this historical analysis about the Serbs

10     being the guardians at the gate, keeping the Muslims at bay on behalf of

11     Christian Europe.

12             And then you added:  "The reality was, of course, that far from

13     Bosnian Serbs being guardians of Christian Europe, their behaviour served

14     as a recruiting sergeant for home-grown Islamic extremism in Europe ..."

15             And I wanted to ask if you can just elaborate on that a little

16     bit.

17        A.   Well, I think it was one of the -- it's not my view but it's a

18     view -- it's not my original view.  It has been said many times that the

19     rise of Jihadism can really date -- in Europe, can really date from the

20     Bosnian crisis and the number of Muslims from outside Yugoslavia who came

21     to Bosnia at that time and in subsequent periods demonstrated that this

22     was where they felt they could be radicalised or they wanted to be

23     radicalised or that was their experience which was the first time it had

24     happened in Europe.  It obviously had happened in Afghanistan during the

25     Soviet occupation earlier, when foreign fighters went to fight with the

 1     Mujahedin against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan.

 2        Q.   A few questions now about Ratko Mladic.

 3             And this is at paragraph 108 of your statement.

 4        A.   Yes.

 5        Q.   This is in early 1995, so again the Contact Group plan phase, if

 6     I can put it that way, Milosevic arranges for you to meet Ratko Mladic.

 7     And just a couple of questions about that.

 8             Correct me if I'm wrong, I believe that during this period of

 9     time Mladic was sort of in the good graces of Slobodan Milosevic, whereas

10     Karadzic and the Bosnian Serbs were not?

11        A.   Well, it was, I think, an open secret that there was great

12     tension between Karadzic and Mladic and at a certain point Karadzic

13     wanted to get rid of Mladic and Milosevic's view was that Karadzic was

14     his Frankenstein monster who had got out of control.  And he felt, I

15     think that Mladic, who maintained very close relations with Perisic, the

16     Chief of Staff of the Yugoslav army, was a way for him to reassert

17     influence and power in Bosnia.

18             Does that answer the question properly?

19        Q.   Yes, it does.  And I believe in your evidence you allude to the

20     idea that, in fact, Milosevic had in mind possibly having Mladic depose

21     or --

22        A.   Yes --

23        Q.   -- take over for Karadzic on the political side of the Bosnian

24     Serb leadership?

25        A.   Well, that is for exactly the same reason, that he would feel

 1     that this was a better source of his power and influence, that they would

 2     do what his bidding was.  In this case, this period, we're talking about

 3     accepting the Contact Group plan.

 4        Q.   And if Mladic had been more receptive to doing Milosevic's

 5     bidding, this would have been because Mladic was dependent on the support

 6     of Serbia and the FRY on the military side?

 7        A.   Well, I don't think Mladic worked like that.  You couldn't buy

 8     Mladic's support by saying, If you do X, I'll give you Y.  Mladic I mean,

 9     I know this isn't the Mladic trial but I regarded him, as you may be able

10     to tell from my account of my one meeting with him, that I thought he was

11     psychotic.  I didn't think it was possible to have a rational discussion

12     with him.  All the nonsense that I mentioned about parachutes and silk

13     shirts and all this sort of thing I thought was just way away from

14     reality.  And so I think to have the sort of quid pro quo arrangement you

15     mentioned in your question is not something that Mladic would simply

16     bought into.

17        Q.   What was it then that would have made Mladic more open to the

18     will of Milosevic?

19        A.   Well, it may have been his own feeling that if he didn't depose

20     Karadzic, Karadzic would depose him.

21        Q.   In your book, you wrote Mladic's hatred of the Muslim fellow

22     Slavs was unbridled and unconcealed.  This is at page 57 of your book.

23     We don't need to look at it.

24             But do you recall making that statement?

25        A.   Sure.

 1        Q.   Can you elaborate now what was it now if you can recall that made

 2     you draw that conclusion about Mladic.

 3        A.   I think public statements he made at the time.  I don't -- I'm

 4     pretty sure he didn't say anything explicitly in those terms to me,

 5     although sometimes it's hard not to conflate endless rantings from one

 6     Bosnian Serb with another.  And there were plenty of those.  I mean, I

 7     refer to meetings in a few lines, but these meetings lasted hours and

 8     hours and hours.

 9        Q.   I believe in your evidence yesterday and in any event in your

10     testimony in the first trial that's at page 18581, you stated that after

11     the border closure with -- with Bosnia, the Bosnian Serb leadership were

12     actually forbidden to travel to Serbia.  I think you mentioned yesterday

13     that Mr. Koljevic who actually had his family in Belgrade couldn't come

14     anymore.  Is that right?

15        A.   Yes.  I can't quite remember the timings of when this was

16     introduced, the actual physical forbidding of people to come.  But it did

17     mean -- I remember it meaning that I had to go to Bosnia rather than

18     Bosnian Serbs coming to Belgrade.

19        Q.   Okay.  And my point is just because you mentioned the Bosnian

20     Serb leadership.  Apparently Mladic was not barred from coming to

21     Belgrade.  He is here in Belgrade meeting with you in August or so of

22     1994.

23        A.   I don't think my book puts a date on it, does it?

24        Q.   It's not clear.  It may.  But if it does it hasn't been clear to

25     us and that's a little bit why I'm asking.  Maybe it -- if I could ask

 1     the question --

 2        A.   I think -- I don't think it matters.  I think you're right

 3     essentially that Mladic was exempt from that control if it suited

 4     Milosevic to have Mladic in town, Mladic came to town.

 5        Q.   Okay.  Another person referred to in your book, in the dramatis

 6     personae section, is the person known as Zeljko Raznatovic, Arkan.

 7        A.   Yeah.

 8        Q.   And we can -- I do want to bring this one up.  It's R70 number

 9     21184.  And this is from your book, Sir Ivor, at page Roman numeral xv.

10             You say:  "Arkan, nom de guerre.  Real name Zeljko Raznatovic,

11     commander of feared paramilitary unit, international criminal and briefly

12     MP, worked for Serbia's secret police.  Accused of war crimes in Bosnia

13     and Croatia.  Assassinated in 2000."

14             The first question is this:  You referred in your statement

15     actually to that restaurant where you saw the editor of Politika get up

16     and leave that night in August or so of 1994.  And that I believe was

17     where you mentioned it was the same restaurant that Arkan could appear

18     from time to time?

19        A.   And I saw him there.  I can't remember the date, but Arkan was

20     there talking in disparaging, loud disparaging terms about Albanians.

21        Q.   Would this have been - if you know - the period in which he was a

22     MP in Serbia?

23        A.   No.  No.  No.  He wasn't a MP any of the time that I was there, I

24     think.

25        Q.   Okay.  That was a different time?

 1        A.   Yes.

 2        Q.   Was he in civilian clothes or uniform?

 3        A.   Oh yes, he was in civilian clothes.  I mean, he ran a bakery.

 4        Q.   Yes.  I don't suppose he was wearing a big white baker's hat?

 5        A.   And we didn't buy our croissant from him, I can assure you.  In

 6     fact, one of my staff was arrested -- was held by some of Arkan's Men for

 7     photographing Arkan's bakery.

 8        Q.   When was that?

 9        A.   It would have been quite early on in my time.  I think maybe

10     1995.  Early 1995.

11        Q.   Now, my sense is that probably I'll get the same answer as you

12     gave earlier regarding Mr. Stanisic with the CIA, but I have to ask you,

13     of course, about the statement here that Arkan worked for Serbia's secret

14     police.  If I were to ask the basis of that assertion, would your answer

15     be the same, that it's not something you wish to speak about now because

16     of the concern for intelligence matters?

17        A.   Well, let me put it this way:  The statement that he worked for

18     Serbia's secret police came to me from intelligence sources.

19        Q.   And like the other reference we had on the CIA, if it is in the

20     book, we take it as reliable, in your judgement?

21        A.   Only in my judgement.

22        Q.   If we could please have -- I wanted to ask you to look at another

23     part of your book.  This is our R70 number 21188.  It's from page 128 of

24     your book.  It's not in your statement.  Do you have that?  Okay.  Sorry,

25     it's R70 number 21188.

 1             Looking at the first full paragraph that begins with the words:

 2     "I had no confidence ..."

 3             And if you scan around the page a little bit, Sir Ivor, you will

 4     see that this is in the latter part of your book.  You're talking about

 5     conversations with Milosevic about the establishment of this place?

 6        A.   Yes, I am.

 7        Q.   And in the extent to which you were trying to encourage him to

 8     co-operate with it, if I understand correctly?

 9        A.   Yeah.

10        Q.   And you were encouraging him to turn Karadzic over to the ICTY,

11     if I understand correctly; is that correct?

12        A.   No.

13        Q.   No.

14        A.   Sorry, where does it say that?

15        Q.   I'm sorry.  You were discussing conversations you had with

16     Milosevic about the ICTY, the Yugoslavia tribunal and efforts of the

17     international community to persuade Milosevic to turn Karadzic over?

18        A.   Yeah.

19        Q.   Sorry for my misstatement there.

20        A.   No.  My main aim at that meeting was to persuade him to agree to

21     the ICTY opening an office in Belgrade.

22        Q.   Yes.

23        A.   And I said to him, it's all there in the book -- by the way I'm

24     very flattered that you have clearly read my book so extensively -

25     that --

 1        Q.   I can't say that I'm going buy it.  I must be honest.

 2        A.   I thought you were going to buy several copies to give away as

 3     Christmas presents.

 4             The aim was to comply with international law.  As I put it to him

 5     that if he failed to do he would be defying international law, as it was

 6     an obligation, and I said to him that apart from putting himself, once

 7     again, on the wrong side of the international community, he should bear

 8     in mind that there would be some Serbs who felt that they had been

 9     treated badly and that to have a Tribunal office in Belgrade would allow

10     them to make their own complaints directly to the international community

11     through the ICTY office, which was something he hadn't thought of, and

12     immediately he thought this was -- this -- this changed his mind and he

13     instructed Milutinovic, his foreign minister, to write back and agree to

14     his request to open an office in Belgrade.

15        Q.   Okay.  And then bringing you back to the passage of your book

16     that we've just put in front of you, second sentence of the first full

17     paragraph:  "References to war criminals were only marginally --"

18        A.   Could I have it enlarged, please.  Yeah.

19        Q.   "References to war criminals were only marginally less neuralgic

20     points for him than talking about Kosovo.  His favoured line was that

21     atrocities were invariably carried out by a small group of paramilitaries

22     (but who sent, armed trained, and provisioned the paramilitaries?)."

23             The question here, Sir Ivor, I just want to confirm:  It's my

24     understanding that the parenthetical phrase is a question posed by you

25     and was not one posed by Milosevic to you in your discussions with him?

 1        A.   Correct.

 2        Q.   And you actually allude to this sort of thing in paragraph 84 of

 3     your statement.  You say, "It was a frequent line from Serb leadership to

 4     claim that all war crimes and atrocities had been carried out ..."

 5     paragraph 84.

 6        A.   Yes.

 7        Q.   "War crimes and atrocities had been carried out by irregulars far

 8     removed from the formal army structures."

 9             The question I must ask here, sir, then is:  Was it your view

10     that in posing the question, are you expressing the view that it was

11     Milosevic who was behind sending, arming, training and provisioning

12     paramilitaries?

13        A.   He was certainly involved in facilitating their activities.

14        Q.   Do you know if Arkan was among those?

15        A.   I know - and, again, I'm treading in rather delicate areas here -

16     but I remember reading an account -- no, I better withdraw that.  I think

17     Arkan ... Arkan's activities began to cause Milosevic serious

18     unhappiness, to put it no higher, and I'm trying to put a date on that,

19     but I can't.  I think it was quite early in the piece, but -- that

20     information came to me, shall I say, which certainly suggested that --

21     that he and Arkan were at odds over the latter's activities, though that

22     didn't stop him attending Arkan's funeral in 2000.  One of the least

23     lamented deaths of the whole episode, I might add.

24        Q.   And just for the time-frame, you -- you mention that this

25     information came to you quite early in the piece.  Would this be during

 1     the period of 1994 early or -- early in your tenure or --

 2        A.   Yes.

 3        Q.   -- your posting in Belgrade?

 4        A.   Yes.

 5        Q.   Okay.  On this section of your book, the dramatis personae, there

 6     was one name I looked for that I didn't find, and I wanted to ask whether

 7     the name Radovan Stojicic, also known as Badza, is a name that means

 8     anything to you from your time in Belgrade.

 9        A.   Well, I never met him.  I knew of him, but I had no interaction

10     with him in any way at all.  I think he was assassinated, wasn't he?

11        Q.   Yes.

12        A.   Okay.

13        Q.   After -- after the war.  But yes.

14        A.   I can't --

15        Q.   It's a long time ago.  Is there anything else that you recall

16     about what his position was at the time?

17        A.   No.

18        Q.   Or his relationship, if any, with Milosevic?

19        A.   No.

20        Q.   Okay.  Throughout your evidence, you refer to Milosevic's control

21     of the media in Serbia.  And if I understand correctly, elsewhere,

22     outside of Serbia, perhaps in parts of Bosnia.  Is that -- would I be

23     misunderstanding your evidence?  Milosevic had some ability to control

24     media in Bosnia, or parts of it?

25        A.   Hmm, I'm trying to think back 25 years now.  I seem to remember

 1     that there was one Bosnian Serb writer, journalist or editor, I can't

 2     remember the details now, who wrote a highly critical piece about

 3     Milosevic and was subsequently found floating in the Drina.  I may be

 4     overdramatising the events and I certainly can't remember the exact

 5     timings, although again I would say it was early in my piece in

 6     Yugoslavia.

 7        Q.   In paragraph 39 of your statement, you say -- state that

 8     Milosevic was "capable of using the utmost brutality and ruthlessness to

 9     snuff out opposition and to muzzle the press."

10             And first, just a couple of questions about this reference to the

11     opposition and snuffing out the opposition, you refer to Vuk Draskovic in

12     your book.  We've already discussed him today.  This is at page 83 of

13     your book.  You have a section or you refer to -- to Draskovic.  And we

14     don't need to go to that, but he is also included among the dramatis

15     personae.  And in that description of Draskovic you refer to him as

16     having survived several assassination attempts.  Were you aware that

17     Milosevic was later found by the Serbian courts to have ordered the

18     assassination of Vuk Draskovic?

19        A.   Sorry, was I aware at the time?

20        Q.   No, subsequently.  Have you become aware?

21        A.   Yes.

22        Q.   Yes.  In paragraph 60 --

23        A.   I might just mention that, if my memory serves me well, that

24     didn't stop Draskovic working within the Yugoslav government.

25        Q.   In paragraph 61 of your statement and that actually goes to my

 1     next question.  Paragraph 61, you mention that Milosevic proposed to form

 2     a government with Draskovic.  Now, there is the earlier time.  But

 3     Draskovic declined when Milosevic refused to allow Draskovic's party to

 4     have the Ministry of Interior.

 5             Do you recall that?

 6        A.   Yeah, absolutely.

 7        Q.   You said that Milosevic would not consider surrendering the

 8     levers of police power to Draskovic.  So my question is whether -- do you

 9     see that?

10        A.   Yeah.  Yes, I do.

11        Q.   I think it's -- it's -- it's certainly implied but just to make

12     it clear, this suggests that you consider Milosevic actually controlled

13     the police and was unwilling to surrender control of the police in some

14     power-sharing agreement with Vuk Draskovic?

15        A.   Yeah.

16        Q.   When you refer to the police, are you referring also to the state

17     security, the secret police that we've been talking about?

18        A.   I wasn't particularly here, but I'm sure that that would have

19     come into it as well.  I'm not -- I was never clear on the --

20        Q.   Okay.

21        A.   -- whether the state security reported through the minister of

22     the interior or reported directly to Milosevic.

23        Q.   Okay.

24        A.   My assumption was always that they would have reported directly

25     to Milosevic so having the interior ministry wouldn't necessarily have

 1     given Vuk Draskovic access to the state security or to be in their line

 2     of command, if you see me.

 3        Q.   Yes.

 4        A.   If you see what I'm saying.

 5        Q.   Why did you -- why -- why do you consider that controlling the

 6     police was so important to Milosevic?

 7        A.   Well, I think if you control the police in an autocracy, you

 8     effectively have all the levers of power.  You can simply order the

 9     police to close down an opposition newspaper, you can order the police to

10     arrest opposition politicians on trumped up or any kind of charges, you

11     can rig elections.  You know, this is what happens in -- and has happened

12     since time immemorial.  Certainly in the time of Communism, for instance,

13     under someone like Stalin.

14        Q.   These are all actually things that Milosevic did?

15        A.   Yes.

16        Q.   Controlling the media, political opponents [Overlapping

17     speakers] ...

18        A.   [Overlapping speakers] ... Well, yes.  I mean, he had a very

19     strange attitude to the media.  There were an enormous number of

20     newspapers available in Yugoslavia, many of which were highly critical of

21     Milosevic, but none of which had any particular large readership and that

22     was done by not allowing them access to paper, which was in short supply,

23     as that, too, could be -- newsprint could be covered by sanctions, so it

24     was very difficult to get hold of adequate paper.  He was much more

25     concerned with control over -- over the electronic media but even there

 1     you had B92 with whom I collaborated closely and helped them in direct

 2     and indirect ways.  We used to smuggle money into -- through -- in the

 3     diplomatic bag to support B92, which turned out to be against the

 4     diplomatic rule-book.  But, in my view, that was a risk worth taking.

 5             MR. STRINGER:  Mr. President, I see the time.

 6             JUDGE HALL:  We take the break and return at 11.30.

 7                           --- Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.

 8                           --- On resuming at 11.30 a.m.

 9             MR. STRINGER:  Thank you, Mr. President.

10        Q.   Thank you, Sir Ivor.  During the break we went and found

11     something that might be of interest to you.  It is not on our document

12     notification but I don't think my learned friend will have a problem.  If

13     we could pull up from Exhibit 1D37.  This is from the Mladic notebook.

14     And while that's coming up, the Chamber has before it many entries

15     written by Ratko Mladic in a notebook that he kept for a long period of

16     time and we're going to go to one.  It is page 184 of the English.  183

17     of the B/C/S.

18             This is in Belgrade in January of 1995.  You will see it on your

19     screen and we'll make it bigger.  28 January 1995.  And this is Mladic

20     recording a conversation with the charges d'affaires for the British

21     embassy in Belgrade.  And I just wondered whether seeing this now for the

22     first time, whether this might refresh your recollection as to the

23     time-frame of your meeting with Mladic or whether this is a different

24     meeting or something.  It's only this one page that we have.

25        A.   I don't think I've got the full note.

 1        Q.   Actually, that's it.  When we turn the page it goes off to a

 2     different Mladic entry for a different event on 29 January.  So ... it's

 3     not important, really, but I just thought that if, while we're here, we

 4     could show it to you and see if you have a comment.

 5        A.   I assume that the KG plan is a reference to the Contact Group

 6     rather than --

 7        Q.   Yes.

 8        A.   Of course, it's rather frustrating that it doesn't give any

 9     indication of his answers.

10        Q.   No.  Were you the charges d'affaires at this point or were you

11     the ambassador at that point?

12        A.   No, I wasn't made the ambassador until after the end of -- it was

13     just a badging question.  It didn't make any difference to what I did.

14     Didn't even make any difference to how much I was paid.

15        Q.   Yes.  In any event, and again, we're not challenging your

16     evidence of the meeting with Mladic, do you allow for the possibility

17     that this actually was 28 January 1995 now --

18        A.   Yes --

19        Q.   -- rather than August or so of 1994 as I think we had been

20     discussing?

21        A.   Yeah, I think that's probably right.

22        Q.   Thank you.

23        A.   I don't understand what "the Americans will come."  What does

24     this mean?  I don't know.

25        Q.   The next question just to circle back to something that we

 1     discussed earlier before I move forward.  Arkan and the reference in the

 2     book to his being, working for the secret police or the state security.

 3     You -- again, not trying to draw you into conversations or bases of

 4     information that you're not comfortable with, you mentioned that at some

 5     point shortly into your piece, your tenure in Belgrade, you learned of

 6     some disagreement or falling out between Milosevic and Arkan.  The

 7     question is whether you can clarify this evidence on Arkan working for

 8     the secret police in terms of the time-frame.  When did he work for the

 9     secret police?

10        A.   I don't know.

11        Q.   Okay.  Now I'm going to -- it says in the transcript?

12        A.   It says in the transcript, "when did you work for the secret

13     police."  I hope that can be immediately rectified.

14        Q.   Yes, it has been, actually, "When did he work for the secret

15     police."

16        A.   That isn't in my CV, working for the secret police.

17        Q.   We were just speaking before the break about Vuk Draskovic and

18     the issue of the police.  If we could have, please, R70 number 21187.

19     This is an excerpt from your book.  It's not in your witness statement

20     and so I wanted to draw your attention to this for a couple of questions.

21     It's e-court page -- well, we don't need it the e-court page, actually,

22     we have the excerpt.  It is page 84 of your book.  And the first full

23     paragraph just above that, you're talking about Stambolic, Ivan

24     Stambolic.  And if I understand correctly, he was sort of a political

25     mentor of Slobodan Milosevic during the earlier phase of Milosevic's

 1     political career and then actually in 1987, at the beginning of

 2     Milosevic's ascent, he actually succeeded in deposing Stambolic from the

 3     Presidency of Serbia, I believe, or -- or FRY, SFRY, you can tell us -

 4     and from that point forward, Ivan Stambolic --

 5        A.   No, it was Serbia.

 6        Q.   Serbia?

 7        A.   The Republic of Serbia.

 8        Q.   And then during the period you were there and years previous in

 9     Stambolic actually was a political opponent of Milosevic?

10        A.   Yes.  But at no political significance.

11        Q.   You say having -- this is the end of that top paragraph:  "Having

12     stabbed his own political mentor, Ivan Stambolic, in the back and deposed

13     him in 1987, Milosevic was ever alert to the threat from a promising

14     figure from within the party hierarchy - not that I could detect many

15     candidates."

16             Now, you've referred to Stambolic in the beginning of your book,

17     the dramatis personae section, and you allude at the time of -- that it

18     was written or published that it was widely assumed that Milosevic had

19     ordered the assassination of Ivan Stambolic in the year 2000.  Do you

20     recall that?  Were you aware that Milosevic was -- has been found to have

21     ordered the assassination of Stambolic within the court system in Serbia?

22        A.   Yes.

23        Q.   Would these be examples of the ruthlessness of Milosevic in terms

24     of political opposition that you had in mind when you wrote that in your

25     statement?

 1        A.   Yes.

 2        Q.   At paragraph 168 of your statement, you referred to the important

 3     work to be done concerning the independent media.  Shifting gears a

 4     little bit now to independent media.  Paragraph 168.  And, again, this is

 5     later in your statement and I believe you're talking about this period of

 6     time, the latter period, when you and your colleagues were undertaking

 7     efforts to try to buttress or support, in some way, the independence of

 8     media in Belgrade; correct?

 9        A.   Yes.

10        Q.   And then going back again to page 82 of the book which is now on

11     the screen in front of you, this is the second highlighted part.  You

12     said:  "Milosevic's approach to the media was entirely Leninist, tempered

13     by a wish to give a superficial impression of press freedom to ward off

14     the most severe criticisms from the international community."

15             And then you continue and I'm not going to read all that.  Can

16     you comment on that in the way in which a -- a superficial impression or

17     a facade, if you will was created regarding the reality of the media

18     situation in Serbia compared to the impression that was being offered?

19        A.   Well, I was saying just before our break that the word dozens

20     of -- thousands of newspapers, magazines, lots of radio stations but none

21     of them had any serious coverage and most of the radio television

22     stations didn't actually have news.  They just had old films or whatever.

23        Q.   Mm-hm.

24        A.   And the exceptions were B92 and -- and Borba, a newspaper, which

25     was taken over and Studio B, also the subject of thinly disguised court

 1     cases over ownership.

 2        Q.   Yes, you actually refer -- for the record, you're referring to

 3     that on the next page 85 of your book.  We don't need to look at it but

 4     you refer to that.

 5        A.   Okay.

 6        Q.   If we could please have R70 number 21187.

 7             THE REGISTRAR:  This is the document on the screen.

 8             MR. STRINGER:  Ah, sorry.  I meant to say 21183.

 9        Q.   This is an excerpt from your testimony in the prior trial,

10     Sir Ivor, and just to make it easier we have highlighted the part that I

11     want to draw your attention to.

12             You were asked to comment on remarks that you made in an article

13     that you wrote about your meeting with Mladic published in The

14     Independent, your article was published in The Independent in Ireland.

15     It's 1D00437.  It was published in 2011, after Mladic was arrested.  And

16     you're being asked about this in the prior trial which is on the

17     transcript that you see.  And you were read these parts from your --

18     your -- your piece and then asked to comment.  And the part from your

19     piece that was read we see:  "Why is a mass murderer regarded as a hero

20     in some Serb quarters?"  And then you're again referring to your article.

21     You're describing how when multi-ethnic Bosnia declared itself

22     independent the Yugoslavia government, led by Milosevic, fed the Serbs in

23     both Yugoslavia and Bosnia an unremitting diet of propaganda, arguing

24     that the Bosnian Serbs would be massacred, et cetera.

25             And then you continue:  "The only answer, according to the

 1     propaganda line, was for the Bosnian Serb army (helped by their Serbian

 2     brothers in arms) to conquer as much of Bosnia as it could and ethnically

 3     cleanse those areas under its control ... the rest is bloody history."

 4             And then you conclude:  "So while the rest of us saw Mladic as a

 5     key player in and executive of a criminal enterprise, for many Serbs in

 6     Bosnia and Serbia he was defending the Bosnian Serbs from genocide."

 7             Now, I know in your prior evidence, you've indicated - and I know

 8     you're not a lawyer and you're not legal training.  I'm not going to ask

 9     you to characterise or really comment on your use of the terminology of a

10     criminal enterprise, but the question here is simply whether this example

11     that you have provided in this article relates back to the way in which

12     Milosevic could control the media in order to advance or further the aims

13     and -- and the profile of people like Ratko Mladic.

14        A.   Yes.

15        Q.   In your evidence yesterday, this is page 49, you were asked by my

16     learned friend Mr. Petrovic about the agreement of March 18 1992, during

17     the Cutileiro period.  And, again, recognizing as you said, that you were

18     not involved in that at the time.  I wanted to ask you a few questions

19     about that.

20             The Chamber has heard evidence about this document already, that

21     the Defence showed you.  That was ... yeah, I've got this on the --

22     sorry.  I've got ... 2 February 2018 for counsel at transcript 20 to 24.

23     The Chamber heard evidence from a prior witness that the document

24     initialled in principle by the parties but it was never actually signed,

25     never came into effect.  18 March 1992.

 1             What I would like to do now is read to you a part of the minutes

 2     of the Republika Srpska Assembly Session that happened on the same day,

 3     18 March 1992.

 4             And, for the record, I'm referring to Exhibit 1597, page 23 of

 5     the English, page 30 of the B/C/S in e-court.  If we could please have

 6     that.  1597, page 21 [sic] of the English.

 7             This is from a document that's been provided by the -- to the

 8     Chamber by a different witness, and we're looking at excerpt number 47.

 9             Page 23, English in e-court.  Okay.  That's the first page which

10     we didn't really need to go to.  If we could just move across.  Thank

11     you.

12             Excerpt 47, that's the one.  This is an excerpt, Sir Ivor, from

13     the RS Assembly minutes of 18 March 1992, the same date.  And what

14     Krajisnik is saying here, you can read it.  I'm not going to read it all

15     out to you.  We can all read it together.  They're talking about this

16     agreement that has been reached or initialled, partition along ethnic

17     principles.

18             And in the second paragraph, Krajisnik says:  "In this respect,

19     it would be good if we could do one thing for strategic reasons:  If we

20     could start implementing what we have agreed upon, ethnic division on the

21     ground.  That we start determining the territory, and once the territory

22     is determined, it remains to be established in additional negotiations

23     whose authorities are to function and in that [sic] way."

24             Now, recognising that you were not directly involved in the

25     negotiations at that point, do you believe the initial negotiators would

 1     have agreed to Krajisnik's interpretation of the agreement, that it

 2     provided a basis for ethnic division on the ground.  Ethnic division.

 3        A.   Look, I wasn't --

 4             THE INTERPRETER:  Could the witness please speak into the

 5     microphone.

 6             THE WITNESS:  It wasn't that I wasn't directly involved.  I

 7     wasn't involved in any way.  It was two years before I arrived in -- in

 8     Yugoslavia, so I have no knowledge at all of what particular

 9     interpretation those drafters of the Cutileiro Plan would have put on or

10     agreed with the remarks of Momcilo Krajisnik.

11             MR. STRINGER:

12        Q.   If we read ethnic division as meaning movement of populations of

13     one ethnicity --

14        A.   I can -- yeah.

15        Q.   -- into other territories or provinces, do you think that is

16     something that the international negotiators would have agreed to?

17        A.   I think what you're saying - correct me if I've misunderstood -

18     would the international community have authorised or accepted that the --

19     idea of ethnic cleansing?  Is that what you are saying?

20        Q.   Either violent ethnic cleansing or a -- the forced or encouraged

21     movement of populations from one part of the country to another, to

22     conform to territorial boundaries that had been established.

23        A.   Well, I take force as being the same as violence.  I mean, use of

24     force, use of violence is exactly the same thing, in my language.

25     Certainly neither would be acceptable.

 1             If you said to people, Look, wouldn't it be a good idea if you

 2     moved to a different village, you don't have to, but if you'd like to, we

 3     can facilitate it that's the sort of thing that has happened, most

 4     notably it happened between Greece and Turkey in the early 1920s as you,

 5     of course, will be aware.  So I think there is an important distinction

 6     between voluntarily migration from one part of a country or from one

 7     region to another and anything which smacks of coercion, force, violence,

 8     oppression.

 9        Q.   Coercion can take a number of forms, not necessarily including or

10     including violence.

11        A.   Oh, yeah.  It can take financial circumstances.  You can say if

12     you don't move, we'll bankrupt you or we will remove all of your assets.

13     That is not force or violence but it is certainly coercion.

14        Q.   Employment in public institutions?

15        A.   Yes.

16        Q.   Disenfranchisement of all sorts?

17        A.   Loss of all jobs.  Yes, all these things.

18        Q.   In paragraph 69 of your statement, you identified some points

19     which you call the desiderata, primary requirements of the Bosnian

20     Serbs --

21        A.   Oh yeah.

22        Q.   -- that you concluded would have to be met if there was going an

23     international agreement and if I've got --

24        A.   No, no, sorry.  You've misinterpreted what I said.  I said they

25     would have to be met if there was to be any chance of their accepting the

 1     map.

 2        Q.   Okay.  My mistake.  These were -- in any event, there was going

 3     to be a map.  There was always going to be a map as part of an

 4     international agreement, and so, really if there was to be agreement --

 5     agreement of the map was required.  And as you have indicated, the map

 6     was going to have to reflect these desiderata; correct?

 7        A.   No.

 8        Q.   Okay.

 9        A.   No.  Well, the way things eventually panned out, the Bosnian

10     Serbs were completely sidelined when it came to negotiating the final map

11     at Dayton.  The map met none of their desiderata but it was agreed by

12     Milosevic.

13        Q.   I apologise.  I'm misspeaking or I'm not speaking clearly.  The

14     desiderata, as I understand it are the aspiration or the position as

15     expressed to you by the Bosnian Serbs.

16        A.   Yes.

17        Q.   That's --

18        A.   I'm sorry, okay.  Well, that's fine.

19        Q.   And again, compact and defensible territory, access to the sea

20     however minimal, Posavina corridor, linking east to west, absorption of

21     the three Eastern Bosnia enclaves into the RS and then a Sarajevo

22     resolution.

23             When you testified in the first trial you were asked about

24     something that we call in this trial the six strategic goals, and I'm

25     going to show you that in a moment.  You said that you were not aware -

 1     and this is transcript 18609 of the first trial - you said you were not

 2     aware of six strategic goals per se as a policy of the Bosnian Serbs.

 3     Does that sound right?  I don't have that as an excerpt for you.

 4        A.   Yeah.

 5        Q.   If we could have P1592, please.

 6             And while that is coming up, sir, I'll tell that you the Chamber

 7     has evidence that something called the six strategic goals of the Bosnian

 8     Serb was unanimously approved by the RS Assembly in its session on 12

 9     May 1992.

10        A.   Right, okay.

11        Q.   And the slide that you see in front of you, this is a

12     demonstrative exhibit.  It's -- identifies the six goals and how the

13     goals correspond to the territory of Bosnia.  And here on the left you

14     can see the six goals.  Number one, ethnic separation.  Number two,

15     corridor.  Three, elimination of the Drina as a border.  And then the

16     rest you can see.  Division of Sarajevo, access to the sea.

17             Now, what's on here as strategic objective number 1, ethnic

18     separation, was this an aspiration or a goal or policy that was expressed

19     to you by the Bosnian Serbs in your conversations with them?

20        A.   No.

21        Q.   All right.

22        A.   And they never referred to the six strategic objectives either.

23     What they referred to was what I put in my book on page 26.

24        Q.   Do you agree that their actions and events on the ground before

25     after and your arrival in Belgrade demonstrated that ethnic separation

 1     was, indeed, their policy?

 2        A.   Yes.

 3        Q.   And if I -- if it were suggested to you, not by me but by someone

 4     else if it was suggested that the widespread violence and displacement of

 5     non-Serbs from the Serb-held territories in Croatia and Bosnia, if it

 6     were suggested that that was not policy but was, rather, the result of

 7     spontaneous home-grown acts of local groups and paramilitaries, what

 8     would be your response?

 9        A.   Highly unlikely.

10        Q.   Now, a good part of your evidence relates to the evolution of the

11     relationship between Slobodan Milosevic and the Bosnian Serb political

12     leadership:  Karadzic, Krajisnik, Koljevic.  You've referred to them as

13     the three Ks.  And I have the impression that you met with those three or

14     some subset of them on a number of occasions, both in Belgrade and in

15     Bosnia; is that right?

16        A.   Koljevic more than the others.  Krajisnik on fewer occasions than

17     with Karadzic.

18        Q.   Now, at paragraph 45 of your statement and you have alluded to

19     this already in your evidence, Sir Ivor, you refer to Milosevic as a

20     pyromaniac fireman and I understand that is a description that you've

21     included or you've taken on that was coined by a biographer of

22     Slobodan Milosevic.  Is that correct?

23        A.   Yes, I think it was Slavoljub Djukic.

24        Q.   This is the same Djukic, I think we referred to him earlier in --

25     in today's evidence about his characterisation that there was only one

 1     function, one part of government that functioned and that was Milosevic?

 2        A.   Yeah.

 3        Q.   And you said in your prior testimony at 18597 that, in your view,

 4     pyromaniac fireman is apt because it describes "someone who goes around

 5     setting ablaze a whole nation and then comes around with lots of buckets

 6     of water to put them out and then claims the credit for it."

 7             Do you recall that evidence?

 8        A.   Sure.

 9        Q.   So in the next set of questions I'd like to stay with this

10     metaphor of the pyromaniac fireman and put to you what I understand to be

11     the gist of your evidence regarding the evolution of Milosevic's

12     relationship with Karadzic and the Bosnian Serbs, and you'll correct me

13     if I'm wrong or if I don't have it accurately enough.

14             Phase one.  Phase one is when Milosevic is the pyromaniac.  He is

15     setting the nation ablaze as you said.  This would be the period in 1992

16     in Bosnia and also in 1991 in Croatia.  Do we agree on that?

17        A.   Yes.

18        Q.   Phase two, I think is, if I understand correctly, involves a

19     transition away from pyromaniac toward the fireman end of the spectrum,

20     1993.  The first half of 1993 is when Vance and Owen propose their peace

21     plan in January.  The Bosnian Croats sign immediately.  Ultimately the

22     Bosnian Serbs put it to the assembly and it's rejected despite the

23     entreaties of Milosevic to the contrary.

24             So this is what I'm describing or positing as phase two, that is

25     Milosevic trying to persuade the Bosnian Serbs to accept the plan.  He is

 1     rebuffed.  And is, during the course of this year, expressing greater

 2     openness to working with the international community.

 3        A.   Yes.

 4        Q.   As you mentioned, perhaps this phase culminating, if you will or

 5     reaching its end in December 1993 when Lord Owen actually tells you he is

 6     of the view now that Milosevic is ready to work with the grain of the

 7     international community and to reach a settlement of some sort.

 8        A.   And that he was now convinced that Milosevic was the key to --

 9        Q.   Yes --

10        A.   -- reaching a peace agreement.

11        Q.   So then it's 1993 that in your view represents a shift on

12     Milosevic's part, as well as the emergence of differences between him and

13     the Bosnian Serb leadership about the end game, if you will?

14        A.   Well, that was clear from what happened at Pale, at the Pale

15     Assembly meeting when Milosevic was rebuffed by Mladic, Biljana Plavsic

16     and Karadzic gave it such weak support that it was damning it with faint

17     praise.

18        Q.   Would you agree with me that whatever shift occurs in Milosevic's

19     thinking or his approach after the rejection of the Vance-Owen plan, it

20     did not yet seriously impact the level of military assistance and support

21     that Serbia and FRY were providing to the Bosnian Serbs?

22        A.   I can't agree with that because I don't know.  I can report a

23     conversation of around that time that the Montenegrin foreign minister

24     told me of at one of these international peace gatherings which involved

25     both the Montenegrin leadership, the Yugoslavs, and the Bosnian Serbs in

 1     which Milosevic angrily rounded on Karadzic and said, I gave you these

 2     arms to defend yourselves, not to carry out these crazy acts.  And that

 3     was Miodrag Lekic, the Montenegrin foreign minister.  I think this would

 4     indicate from around the middle of 1993.

 5        Q.   This is before you arrived Belgrade and so your -- this is a

 6     conversation that has come to you from elsewhere?

 7        A.   No.  It came directly from Lekic.

 8        Q.   I thought you weren't involved in Yugoslavia in 1993.

 9        A.   I was appointed in 1993.  I was being briefed in late 1993 and

10     early 1994, and Lekic came to London in that winter and I met him in

11     London.

12        Q.   You said that you wouldn't know or you don't know the level of

13     military and other support Serbia and FRY were providing to the Bosnian

14     Serbs in 1993.  Is that how it was certainly during that period before

15     your arrival in Belgrade?

16        A.   Yes.

17        Q.   Could we please have 1D00036.  This is another piece of the

18     Mladic notebooks.  And this is actually a part of that that was shown to

19     you in the first trial, when you testified.  You were asked about a

20     meeting that occurred in Belgrade on 13 December 1993.  This is at

21     page -- sorry.  Page 53 to 62 of the English.  I don't know that we

22     actually -- we can call up the B/C/S.  It's B/C/S page 53 to 62.

23             You were shown this, Sir Ivor, I don't know if you will remember

24     that, but at the bottom of the first -- this is a meeting involving the

25     people we can see whose names are at the top as well as Mladic who is

 1     making the notes of this.  And at the bottom of the first page we see

 2     there's a reference to these strategic objectives.  And you've already

 3     indicated that you didn't know about those per se and so we're going to

 4     pass over from that and then move to the next page in the English.  And

 5     here Karadzic is talking, Sarajevo is a priority and key to the war.  And

 6     he is going on about Islamic culture.  You'll see Mladic remarks.

 7     Milosevic then makes a statement.  "Sarajevo is primarily a political

 8     problem."

 9             General Milovanovic is here.  Again, I'm not going to read all of

10     this out.  You can follow it as we walk through.

11             Turning to the next page of the English.  This is Perisic and you

12     know who Perisic is.

13        A.   Of course.

14        Q.   Again, calling up personnel, brigades, 2- to 400 men.  3.5

15     billion dollars should be provided to all three armies.  Milosevic

16     saying:  Request military conscripts, et cetera.

17             The question that my colleague put to you in the first trial was

18     whether you were surprised that a meeting like this would have been

19     happening in December 1993.  I think the idea behind that was, well,

20     given the changing relationship between Milosevic and the Bosnian Serbs,

21     whether, based on your evidence, it would surprise you to see that

22     meetings like this taking place concerning military operations and

23     equipment.  Your answer was, no, it wouldn't surprise you actually.

24     Didn't surprise you to see December 1993.  Do you recall that?

25        A.   I can't recall it.  But I'm sure it's accurate.

 1        Q.   It's accurate.  The question, then, is -- is -- and I may have

 2     already gotten the answer.  I was going to draw from that conclusion that

 3     you understood at least or you wouldn't be surprised to learn that by the

 4     end of 1993, Milosevic was continuing to provide military support to the

 5     Bosnian Serbs despite the changed relationship?

 6        A.   I think I covered this yesterday.  Perhaps I didn't cover it

 7     clearly or adequately.  But the point I was trying to make was that

 8     Yugoslavia couldn't afford to see the entire collapse of the Bosnian Serb

 9     army or entity because they feared this would create massive refugee

10     problems and a collapse in the Bosnian Serb entity.  And that's why they

11     continued to provide assistance, not because they wanted them to

12     prosecute an aggressive war at that point.  And, in fact, reading

13     Karadzic's comments, you can see that their view was consolidate and even

14     prepare to give up territory because that would be absolutely an

15     indispensable requirement of the international community at that point.

16        Q.   But the fact is and we're going to get to the latter period with

17     the Contact Group plan, it seems the international community was quite

18     keen on Milosevic not doing that very thing, providing military support.

19        A.   Well, I --

20        Q.   Because this was the reason for the sanctions in the first place;

21     correct?

22        A.   Yes.

23        Q.   So that it may be that Milosevic's providing military support to

24     the Bosnian Serbs was benign or was somehow justified by the wish to

25     avoid the conflict spreading across or impacting him.  For whatever

 1     reason, the international community wanted it to stop.  Can we agree on

 2     that?

 3        A.   Yes.  Because we wanted the Bosnian Serb to be completely

 4     isolated and to negotiate the end of the conflict as quickly as possible.

 5        Q.   And as long as that military support continued, they would not

 6     have that level of motivation to come in good faith to the bargaining

 7     table.

 8        A.   That's a statement.

 9        Q.   Is that -- do you agree with that?  Depriving them of their

10     military armament was key to bringing them to the bargaining table.

11        A.   It was an element, not necessarily the key element.

12        Q.   And Milosevic was a key in cutting them off from their military

13     supply.

14        A.   Yes.

15        Q.   Correct?  Yeah.  And it's for that reason that throughout this

16     period now the international community has imposed sanctions on Serbia,

17     FRY as pressure on Milosevic to, again, cut off the arms; correct?

18        A.   To pressurise the Bosnian Serbs to accept --

19        Q.   Yes --

20        A.   -- the international community's wishes.

21        Q.   And to pressurise Milosevic to stop supplying the Bosnian Serbs

22     with military weaponry; correct?

23        A.   Yes.

24        Q.   Yes.

25        A.   To the extent they were aware of it.

 1        Q.   Okay.  I've got a phase three of the relationship to propose to

 2     you.  I've actually got two more phases.  Phase three you have alluded to

 3     it already in your evidence.  The Contact Group developments from

 4     July 1994, August, which once the Bosnian Serb reject the Contact Group

 5     plan this really represents some sort of a turning point resulting in

 6     Milosevic blockading them, closing the border between Serbia and Bosnia;

 7     correct?  So phase one is pyromaniac; phase two is transition through

 8     Vance-Owen.  Phase three is from the point of the Contact Group moving

 9     forward and the announcement of a blockade.  And just to round it off,

10     I'm going suggest to you that phase four is when Milosevic tells you he

11     has dispatched his chief of state security to tell Karadzic that he is

12     going to have him killed, if he doesn't release the hostages.  That seems

13     to be justification for taking it to a next phase.

14        A.   Yes.  I mean, I think from quite early in 1994 Milosevic would

15     have been quite happy if Karadzic had been eliminated in one way or

16     another.  But the Bosnian Serb hostage-taking episode of the UNPROFOR

17     soldiers was an obvious escalation of the whole crisis in the summer of

18     1995.

19        Q.   You know we talked about Draskovic and Stambolic.  Milosevic

20     never took that step with Karadzic.  Any comment?

21        A.   Well, we don't know that he took it.  We don't know that it --

22     all we know that it wasn't successful, as I think Mr. Karadzic is still

23     somewhere around here.  So that was -- I think Milosevic regarded the

24     most important thing was to get rid of Karadzic from any role of power or

25     influence in the Republika Srpska, and therefore he was less worried

 1     about his physical circumstances.

 2        Q.   So from this point of the blockade of the Bosnian Serbs in the

 3     wake of their rejection of the Contact Group plan, I want to be clear

 4     here now on your evidence regarding your knowledge of the level of

 5     support, if any, militarily, Serbia, FRY to the Bosnian Serbs.  Can you

 6     perhaps just provide a few words on that and then I'll probably take you

 7     to some things to try to --

 8        A.   No.  I really don't know.  We knew nothing.

 9        Q.   You -- in connection with the hostage situation in June of 1995,

10     you indicated that there may have been some agreement where Karadzic or

11     the Bosnian Serbs were going to get spare parts in exchange for releasing

12     hostages?

13        A.   Milosevic alluded to this in a conversation with the Greek, I

14     think, prime minister, but I could have got it slightly wrong, I think it

15     was the Greek prime minister, in which he said there had been a dirty

16     deal - that was his words - to get the hostages out.  In other words,

17     that he had sent some spare parts to the Bosnian Serbs which, by clear

18     implication meant that those were parts that they would not have

19     otherwise have got had it not been a quid pro quo for release of the

20     UNPROFOR soldiers.

21        Q.   Paragraph 94, you actually stated that the blockade of the Drina

22     seemed reasonably tight.

23        A.   Well, it's not me who said that.  I mean, how could I know?  I

24     was sitting in Belgrade most of the time.  There was an UN force there

25     with over 100 observers and they regularly had to certify that the

 1     blockade was tight.  Otherwise sanctions would not have -- the sanctions

 2     relief would not have been continued.

 3        Q.   Okay.  In your prior evidence on this Mladic entry of 13 December

 4     1993, you said you would be surprised if this was happening in

 5     December 1994.

 6        A.   Sorry, when did I say this?

 7        Q.   In your prior testimony in the trial.

 8        A.   You mean eight years ago.

 9        Q.   Yeah.

10        A.   Okay, fine.

11        Q.   That's at 18613 for counsel.

12             Yes, I recognise that was a long time ago.  I assume that you did

13     read it before you came this week.  But it's still a lot of material.

14        A.   There was a lot to get through.

15        Q.   Yeah, what you said when you were shown this in the first trial

16     was that you weren't surprised this was happening in December of 1993.

17     You would be surprised if this was happening in December 1994.

18        A.   Yeah.  Well, that seems reasonable.

19        Q.   And that's based upon the assumption that the blockade was having

20     a meaningful impact on the flow of military goods and supplies across to

21     the Bosnian Serbs?

22        A.   Yes.

23        Q.   Based on the information being provided to you through Bo Pellnas

24     people who are actually monitoring?

25        A.   Yes.  Bo Pellnas was providing information not to me but to the

 1     international negotiators --

 2        Q.   Yes.

 3        A.   -- and the UN.

 4        Q.   If we went back to the metaphor, the pyromaniac fireman, by this

 5     phase, after the blockade is in effect and the UN observers have been

 6     accepted into FRY by Milosevic, is this the fireman period?  Is that

 7     where we are by this point in time?  He is now actively running around

 8     with his buckets of water trying to put out the fire.

 9        A.   Yes.  I don't want to stretch this metaphor too far, a brilliant

10     metaphor though it is and not mine, of course, it wasn't quite --

11     everything was not quite black and white in this way --

12        Q.   Of course.

13        A.   -- but certainly, I think in that period, yes, there was quite a

14     lot of fire-fighting.

15        Q.   Talking about --

16        A.   And I might just mention that a lot of people were very skeptical

17     in that Autumn of 1994 that Milosevic would accept international

18     observers of the blockade because it previously there had been a instance

19     of it and he -- he had resiled from accepting international observers.

20        Q.   Okay.  In your testimony in the first trial - this is at page

21     18573 - you're describing the impact that the international sanctions

22     were having in Serbia, the sanctions and the political pressure that was

23     targeting Serbia because it was felt that Serbia was responsible for the

24     crisis in the first place, and then in your statement at paragraph 58,

25     you're describing the situation in Belgrade when you arrived to take up

 1     your post at the embassy - that's paragraph 58.

 2        A.   Yeah.

 3        Q.   You said the currency had been destroyed just before your arrival

 4     in March, hyper-inflation, 3.5 trillion per cent.  Airport was closed to

 5     international flights.  Street vendors selling petrol in plastic bottles

 6     by the litre.

 7             If we could please have R70 number 21189, it occurred to me,

 8     Sir Ivor, that your evidence on this, you might be able to illustrate

 9     what you're describing there with this next document.  If we could blow

10     it up.  This is a dinar from the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia?

11        A.   I have a copy at home.

12        Q.   Yeah.

13        A.   That's one with the 11 zeros, I think.  Which is the largest

14     bank-note ever produced in terms of numbers of zeros.

15        Q.   I think it's half a trillion dinars.  500 billion.  This one has

16     got the date of 1993 on it.  Were these notes in circulation still at the

17     time you arrived in March 1994?  You indicated things were improving a

18     little bit after your arrival.

19        A.   Just before I arrived, the governor of the Bank of Yugoslavia

20     Avramovic had stabilised the country by linking the dinar to the then

21     Deutschemark and -- which had killed hyper-inflation overnight.  And so

22     by the time I arrived, these notes were only in circulation as a matter

23     of historical interest.

24             MR. STRINGER:  For the record, Mr. President, we would tender

25     that.

 1             JUDGE HALL:  Admitted and marked.

 2             THE REGISTRAR:  Shall be assigned exhibit number P3799.

 3             MR. STRINGER:

 4        Q.   In the first trial at 18574, you said this, you said:  "Milosevic

 5     was obviously wanting to have the sanctions lifted as soon as possible.

 6     It was no help to him in his efforts to maintain himself in power to have

 7     a country that was effectively beggared by international sanctions, so he

 8     needed that lifted."

 9             Now, from that statement, Sir Ivor, I'm going to suggest to you

10     that it would be wrong to conclude that Milosevic's support of the

11     various peace plans was motivated by some humanitarian concern for ending

12     the war and the suffering abroad.  He was motivated by improving the

13     situation at home, the Serbian economy.  Would you agree with that?

14        A.   I hope it's a leitmotif of my book that Milosevic was never

15     motivated by humanitarian concerns but by the desire to retain power.

16     Retain power in ever diminishing circles but nevertheless retaining

17     power.

18        Q.   This is consistent with what you said in the first trial at

19     18619.  You said:  "There was nothing humanitarian about Milosevic's

20     approach and his willingness or wish to bring the war to an end and --

21     nor did I ever hear him express a single word of regret in private for

22     anything that had happened."

23             Is that how it was?

24        A.   Yes.  Delighted to find myself still so consistent.

25        Q.   Milosevic needed to be seen to procure a peace plan so that he

 1     could get sanctions lifted and consequently enhance his political

 2     position at home.

 3             Would you agree?

 4        A.   Yes.  And I think say somewhere in my -- both in my book and in

 5     my evidence that when sanctions were finally lifted this was, and I

 6     mentioned this yesterday, in fact, this was greeted as a huge

 7     international triumph for Milosevic, as though he wasn't responsible for

 8     sanctions being imposed in the first place, which had been conveniently

 9     forgotten.

10        Q.   And this actually relates to the point earlier about his control

11     of the media.  The media was the vehicle through which this news was

12     trumpeted to the people?

13        A.   Most Serbs got their information on what was happening in the

14     world through the state radio and -- and television.  And that was the

15     diet that they were fed.

16        Q.   And that diet that they were fed was there, in the lead-up to the

17     elections in late 1996, as a way to enhance his standing politically for

18     those elections.  Is that correct?

19        A.   Yes.

20        Q.   I'm going to refer one last time to the metaphor, probably one

21     time too many, at this point Milosevic has made his transition from

22     pyromaniac to fireman --

23        A.   Sorry, which point are we talking about?

24        Q.   The point we're just talking about now, the blockade.  Not the

25     blockade.

 1        A.   Sorry, we're jumping back to --

 2        Q.   Sorry, my apologies.

 3        A.   Yeah.

 4        Q.   Post-blockade.  Milosevic now wanted to put out the fire that he

 5     had started elsewhere because it risked driving him out of his own house.

 6     Isn't that right?  His standing in Serbia, the state of the economy, the

 7     sanctions and international condemnation, Milosevic had to get on top of

 8     all of this in order to hold power and that meant finding a way to get

 9     sanctions lifted through promotion of peace plans?

10        A.   Again, I wouldn't ascribe any humanitarian instincts to all this.

11     But he could have retained power even in those circumstances by having

12     the levers of power that we talked about earlier.

13        Q.   I see.

14        A.   If, however, he wanted to have a genuine, open, democratic

15     election, then what you say is probably correct.

16             Interestingly, when -- sorry, that's not my job to ...?

17        Q.   If you want to add to you --

18        A.   Well, only just to say that in the 1996-1997 elections, which

19     caused such a rumpus because the local elections were clearly rigged, in

20     the federal elections, he actually won and nobody seems to have disputed

21     that.  And -- but that was very much the federal elections were focussing

22     on:  Look at me, great international peace maker, and sanctions lifter.

23        Q.   So we've been talking these last few minute about what the peace

24     plans meant to Milosevic in terms of motivating him to support those.

25     I've got some questions now about what I'm going to suggest are things

 1     about the peace plans that did not motivate Milosevic or were not part of

 2     his calculus in supporting them.

 3             If we could please have P1607, 14 in English and 20 to 21 in

 4     B/C/S.  While it is coming up, Sir Ivor, what we're going to see are the

 5     minutes of a meeting that was held on 21 January 1993 of the Yugoslav

 6     council for harmonisation.  This was a body that had been established

 7     earlier around the time of the London Conference that gathered the

 8     various Serb leaders, political leaders, Serbia, Montenegro, on the FRY

 9     side, Bosnian Serbs, and, at times the Croatian Serbs, Hadzic, Martic and

10     others from Croatia.  Have you ever heard of this harmonisation council

11     before?

12        A.   No, never.

13        Q.   So what we have here then is the minutes of that meeting on 21

14     January 1993.  So very much in the period of the Vance-Owen peace plan.

15     Discussions about the Vance-Owen peace plan and I should say for the

16     record at this meeting we have Milosevic, Cosic, who you referred to in

17     your evidence.  He was the president of --

18        A.   I know, yes.

19        Q.   -- of FRY.  Bulatovic, president of Montenegro.  I'm not going to

20     name them all.  Radovan Karadzic is present at this.  Nikola Koljevic is

21     present at this meeting.  Ratko Mladic, and others.

22             And what we have here the remarks that were made by

23     Vladislav Jovanovic.  You have included Jovanovic in the

24     dramatis personae at the beginning section of your book.  He was the

25     Serbian foreign minister.  Do you remember that?

 1        A.   I thought he was the FRY foreign minister.

 2        Q.   You've got him as the Serbian foreign minister and so do we.

 3        A.   Well, it doesn't much matter.  I thought of him as the

 4     federal ...

 5        Q.   I think he was that at one time and by this point he is the

 6     Serbian minister of foreign affairs?

 7        A.   Yeah, okay.

 8        Q.   I want to ask you to read some of this text and then I'm going to

 9     use this as a basis to put some things to you.

10             Here's Jovanovic talking and they're talking about the Vance-Owen

11     peace plan here.  "If you'll allow me, president, me being an amateur and

12     an outsider, I have not been sufficiently involved from the start but it

13     seems to me that in this situation the strategic interest would not so

14     much be to take hold of territory, as to make viable and supply with

15     life-lines the territory that we do and can objectively take hold of,

16     albeit smaller than we would like ..."

17             "Therefore, the territorial link with Serbia and Montenegro, that

18     is, Yugoslavia must be ensured in a way which is unquestionable and which

19     is not transitory.  But more importantly, the territory which is gained

20     must be ethnically homogenised as soon as possible.  But not by ethnic

21     cleansing, et cetera.  Ethnic cleansing is a ploy.  Rather a peacetime

22     process of population exchange, migrations and immigrations which will

23     unfold.  It is important for life in such a future Bosnia to be

24     impossible and that all realise that individually, to hasten to their

25     home provinces.  That is the strategic aim which should be pursued and

 1     which must be achieved."

 2             And then skipping down a paragraph.  He says:  "If freedom of

 3     movement would bring freedom of settlement and the mixing of populations

 4     to our detriment, then what has been gained would be gradually eroded and

 5     point of fact down the road we would lose all of this."

 6             And you can read the rest.  "We should take hold of viable

 7     territories and then encourage migrations of our people towards their

 8     home provinces and of the other towards their own."

 9             Now, they are talking about the Vance-Owen peace plan here, which

10     as we know, the Vance-Owen peace plan envisaged ten provinces or cantons

11     that would be led, if I can put it that way, by one of the three ethnic

12     groups; correct?

13        A.   Yeah.

14        Q.   So on the one hand, Jovanovic is advocating acceptance of the

15     Vance-Owen peace plan, but at the same time he seems to be describing a

16     future under the Vance-Owen peace plan that would continue or maintain

17     ethnic separation that's been achieved up to that point.  Do you agree?

18        A.   I'm not really sure.

19        Q.   It's our case that based on statements like this and others,

20     Milosevic's support for the Vance-Owen Peace Plan did not signal an

21     abandonment or repudiation of ethnic separation that had already been

22     achieved up until that point.  Would you agree?

23        A.   No.

24        Q.   So you interpret Milosevic's acceptance of the Vance-Owen Peace

25     Plan as the repudiation of ethnic separation that had occurred?

 1        A.   Well, the Vance-Owen Peace Plan was a multi-ethnic plan.

 2        Q.   Mm-hm.

 3        A.   If you accept the Vance-Owen Peace Plan then you have to accept

 4     multi-ethnic elements of it, well, the multi-ethnic thesis that lies

 5     behind it.

 6        Q.   Precisely.  You're assuming good faith on the part of all

 7     participants and adherence to the peace plan, though, are you not?

 8        A.   This isn't Milosevic, is it?

 9        Q.   It's his foreign minister.

10        A.   Yeah.  I don't know how to get across the fact that in a -- what

11     is effectively a Communist state or certainly a Communist bureaucracy in

12     Yugoslavia at the time, they're wonderful at creating bureaucracies which

13     have meetings where minutes are taken and formalised and so on but the

14     reality is that decisions are taken by one man, and that's by Milosevic.

15        Q.   Let me read --

16        A.   They're not taken by Mr. Jovanovic, whether he is Serbian or FRY

17     foreign minister.

18        Q.   So if Milosevic is present with his foreign minister here, we

19     cannot ascribe these comments to the president himself?

20        A.   He would have taken his own decision.  This sort of meetings are

21     the sort of thing you would except in Communist societies which take

22     place because they love the bureaucracies.  It's not just Communist

23     societies, of course; a lot of autocratic societies underpin the fact

24     that it is the one-man rule with an appearance, a patina of bureaucratic

25     interaction and discussion.

 1        Q.   Okay.  Let me draw your attention, it's just a short passage.

 2     I'll read it to you rather than going it.  I'm looking at Exhibit P1599.

 3     Which is before the Chamber and there was an earlier session of this

 4     harmonisation council that was held on 9 January 1993.  So, again, right

 5     at the time of the Vance-Owen Peace Plan and that's what they're talking

 6     about.  Page 24 of the English.  We don't need to put it up.

 7             And what Milosevic says there is:  "The name of the state is not

 8     important, the essence is important.  What matters here is that the

 9     ethnical division is fully accepted and that constitutive people is

10     accepted."

11             Milosevic was making this statement within this body of Bosnian

12     Serb leadership in January 1993, would that change your view as to

13     Milosevic's approach on peace plan?

14        A.   Well, I keep coming back to this basic point.  He accepts the

15     Vance-Owen Peace Plan.  You know what is in the Vance-Owen plan and that

16     is what he accepting internationally.

17        Q.   Again, so assuming he is accepting it and that it is implemented

18     by all parties in good faith, then we have a beneficial situation, or

19     certainly a situation that has improved?

20        A.   Well, I mean I've long been an advocate for, not an advocate for

21     because it didn't happen, but I bitterly regret that the Vance-Owen peace

22     plan wasn't accepted whole-heartedly by all participants.  It would have

23     saved countless lives, bloodshed, violence, population movements,

24     et cetera.

25        Q.   Could we have P132, please.  P132.

 1             Sir Ivor, I do not expect that you will have seen this before.

 2     This is a document that was made in November of 1992 by the United

 3     Nations force that was in Croatia pursuant to the Vance Plan, not

 4     Vance-Owen, the Vance Plan that had been agreed previously to bring the

 5     cease-fire into effect in Croatia.  And you see the document now.

 6             It's a memorandum from Satish Nambiar who was the commander of

 7     the UNPROFOR forces to Marrack Goulding who was a high-level official

 8     with the UN, and he's sending a copy of this as well to Cyrus Vance.  Do

 9     you see that?  Shall we make it bigger?

10        A.   Yes, please.

11        Q.   Okay.  If you could just read the first paragraph, please.

12        A.   The date of this is November 1992; is that right?

13        Q.   Correct.  So what we're seeing here is that nearly a year in to

14     the cease-fire that marks the beginning of the Vance Plan in late 1991,

15     UNPROFOR, the United Nations, is concluding that the Bosnian Serbs in

16     Croatia are not following the peace plan, certainly not in good faith.

17     They're exploiting it in order to get the Croatians off their back, as we

18     see, enabling them to intensify their activities in Bosnia-Herzegovina

19     and also to continue the ethnic cleansing of those remaining non-Serbs

20     who were to be found in these new UNPAs.

21             So the point I'm asking you, I guess, you to consider is whether

22     simply agreeing a peace plan does not ensure that ethnic separation

23     already achieved or ethnic separation will not continue if the parties

24     involved don't apply all the terms in good faith.

25             Would you agree with me?

 1        A.   If they -- if you don't apply it in good faith, then, yes,

 2     obviously.

 3        Q.   And the Vance Plan actually possibly provides a model for the

 4     Bosnian Serbs or those who wish -- sorry, not the Bosnian Serbs.  Others

 5     who wish to adopt the Vance-Owen Peace Plan and don't see that as a

 6     impediment to maintaining the ethnic separation or continuation of it

 7     even after the plan is in effect?

 8        A.   Well, then, I don't follow your logic.  Perhaps I'm missing

 9     something in this Socratic dialogue.  But if they had no intention of

10     acting it out in good faith, why did they reject it at the Pale summit

11     that we've talked about several times already?  I don't see the logic of

12     that.  Why not accept it and then undermine it as the report here

13     suggests that they're doing, that the Krajina Serbs are doing in Croatia.

14     I don't see the consistency.

15        Q.   Wouldn't it be that the provinces proposed under any of the plans

16     would not have enabled them to achieve all those strategic goals that

17     were territorial in nature.  They could only have been taken militarily

18     by that point in time.

19        A.   I don't follow that at all.

20        Q.   We saw this in March of 1992, did we not, when we saw

21     Mr. Krajisnik's remarks on the date that the Cutileiro agreement was

22     initialled, again talking about the implementation about ethnic division

23     on the ground in a way that would not have been envisioned under the

24     plan; correct?

25        A.   I would have to go back over the transcript.

 1        Q.   Okay.  I'm going to shift gears just a little bit in the ten

 2     minutes that we have before the break.

 3             We've talked about the blockade, the Drina blockade imposed by

 4     Milosevic, from ... some point after August of 1994, I believe.  And your

 5     evidence yesterday, actually, you saw the UN Security Council Resolution

 6     lifted the sanctions as a result of that.  Do you recall?

 7        A.   Yes.

 8        Q.   Could we please have P1954.

 9             Now, Sir Ivor, what this is coming up is the minutes of a meeting

10     that was held 11 October 1993 of the -- what we call the SDC, the Serbian

11     Defence Council, and I believe that's a body that you commented about in

12     your prior evidence, the Serbian Defence Council.

13        A.   Is it the Yugoslav Defence Council?

14        Q.   Yes, you're right.  I said Serbian.  Supreme is what I meant to

15     say.  My apologies.

16             You were actually shown another document from the Supreme Defence

17     Council when you testified in the first trial and you were asked by my

18     learned friend, Mr. Jordash, if you had been familiar with that body, and

19     what you said was that you -- that it -- it seemed faintly theoretical in

20     that one knew that Milosevic decided what the outcome was usually before

21     the council had met.

22             Do you recall that or do you accept that?

23             Now, looking at this particular record from 11 October, I'm going

24     to take to you a few parts of it and I'm going to ask you if you were

25     aware of the things they're discussing here.

 1        A.   This was before I arrived in Yugoslavia.

 2        Q.   Yes.  Yeah.  We're going to go through and you will see that's

 3     actually something that continued beyond.

 4             So if we could go to page 24 of the English.  What's here on the

 5     agenda is personnel issues.  General Perisic -- page 24 of the B/C/S

 6     also.  Personnel issues.  And he is saying:  "These are personnel issues

 7     related to the officers in the armies of the RS and the Serbian Krajina.

 8     We have 3.612 people there whose status has not been regulated under the

 9     new law."

10             He says:  "In order to have a foothold, we have paved the way for

11     the president of the state, in his capacity as supreme commander, to

12     issue an order regulating their status and that of officers there [sic].

13     And in order to avoid having anyone criticise us, we have devised a

14     temporary formation in the Yugoslav army.  We appoint them here; they're

15     not actually here but they are performing their duties over where they

16     are stationed."

17             Now, what he is referring to here is ... what we're calling in

18     this trial, based on the documents, the establishment of the 30th and the

19     40th Personnel Centre of the RS army, VRS and the Serbian Krajina army.

20     Does that terminology make any -- resonate with you at all, the 30th or

21     40th Personnel Centres?

22        A.   None whatsoever.

23        Q.   Okay.  If we could have, please, 1D200.

24             MR. STRINGER:  This is confidential, I should say.

25        Q.   As it's coming up, here it is.  27 September 1994, so this is

 1     during the period that you were there, although I don't expect that

 2     you've seen this before either.  Minutes of the 24th Session of the

 3     Supreme Defence Council.  And we can make it bigger, if you want.  Just

 4     tell us.

 5        A.   It's all right.

 6        Q.   Chaired by Zoran Lilic, president of the FRY.  Milosevic is

 7     there.  Perisic is there.  Others.  And if I could make digress just for

 8     a moment, Sir Ivor, Zoran Lilic, the president of the FRY at this point,

 9     was he in your judgement a real player or was he someone who deferred to

10     Milosevic in matters of significance?

11        A.   Well, as I have said earlier, there was only one person who was

12     really acting, functioning.  Lilic was entirely a figurehead.  The

13     previous president of the FRY was removed precisely because he was

14     regarded as too uppity in Milosevic's eyes.

15        Q.   This is Cosic?

16        A.   Yes.

17        Q.   Page 2 of the English, item 2 in the document, the minutes say

18     that "The decision to break off relations with the leadership of

19     Republika Srpska is our decision.  This is why the deployment of UN

20     observers along the border ... is unacceptable."

21             We know that that turned out to be acceptable at some point.

22             Item 4:  "The Army of Republika Srpska and Army of the Serbian

23     Republic of Krajina are armies of the Serbian people.  Therefore, they

24     must serve the interests of the Serbian people as a whole.  For this

25     reason, officers belonging to the 30th and 40th Personnel Centres who

 1     enjoy the status of members of the Yugoslav army, must implement the

 2     positions and decisions of the Supreme Defence Council of the Federal

 3     Republic of Yugoslavia."

 4             So it's our case that these 30th and 40th Personnel Centres were

 5     phoney and what they were doing was in a surreptitious way continuing to

 6     provide for the needs of these two armies abroad, both in RS and RSK.

 7             Would you have been aware of that if that was going on?

 8        A.   No.

 9        Q.   Were you aware that at that time Milosevic was announcing the

10     closure of the border that Personnel Centres of this nature were in place

11     in order to continue to provide salaries?

12        A.   No, I thought you had already asked me about the 30th and 40th

13     Personnel Centres.  I have never heard of 30th, 40th, or 50th or any

14     other Personnel Centres.

15        Q.   Okay.  So I take it there would not have been any process in

16     place to monitor this.  I mean, there was really no means to monitor this

17     in terms of what Bo Pellnas's mandate was?

18        A.   I don't know if I said it to you earlier today or during my

19     evidence yesterday that there was, of course, no way of stopping

20     individuals dressed in ordinary non-military garb to cross the Drina and

21     once there, they could become soldiers of the RS army if they so wished.

22             MR. STRINGER:  Mr. President, just one last document.  I could

23     either continue on this particular topic or we could take the break now.

24     It's for Your Honours.

25             JUDGE HALL:  We'll take the break now and come back at 2.00.

 1                           --- Luncheon recess taken at 1.00 p.m.

 2                           --- On resuming at 2.26 p.m.

 3             MR. STRINGER:  Thank you, Mr. President.

 4        Q.   Sir Ivor, I can tell you I think you will pleased to know that I

 5     have reached very close to the end of my outline.  I understand that

 6     you're a bit pressed for time so I'm going to try to make that even go a

 7     bit faster so I can finish as swiftly as possible.

 8             We were talking about the 30th and 40th Personnel Centres that

 9     you said that you were not aware of.  Now, if counsel will allow me, I'm

10     not going to take you so some of the documents I was going to because

11     maybe if we can just move through a bit more quickly that way but I would

12     have referred you to Exhibit P3044, which is a document of the Supreme

13     Defence Council from 12 September 1995.  12 September 1995.

14             This is after the fall of the Krajina; right?  In August of 1995.

15     And --

16        A.   After Dayton.

17        Q.   Sorry.  September of 1995?

18        A.   Sorry, I thought you said December.

19        Q.   Yes, September.  So it's after Operation Storm in August and then

20     a couple of months before Dayton in November.

21             And on page 7 of the English and just to save time, I'm going to

22     tell you what Milosevic is reported as having said.  They're talking here

23     about the 40th Personnel Centre because it was -- talking about

24     abolishing it because there aren't any SVK military personnel in the

25     Krajina anymore so the purpose of the 40th Personnel Centre no longer

 1     existed.  And they're talking about how to handle that or what to do with

 2     those people.

 3             Milosevic says:  "The Personnel Centre was a cover up to keep

 4     those people on the payroll and it was nothing else."

 5             Now, you've -- I guess my point is it's not surprising then that

 6     you didn't know about these Personnel Centres as -- as you've said

 7     already.  Are you surprised to learn about this now, based on everything

 8     you've said before and I guess the international community's willingness

 9     to lift sanctions on the basis of Milosevic's conduct.

10        A.   Yes, I think so.

11        Q.   Now, in paragraph 85 of your statement that you have there, you

12     are referring to -- this is the period now post-Contact Group.  I think

13     we're sometime in September to December of 1994.  I'm not 100 per cent

14     sure.  And in paragraph 85, you refer to -- or Milosevic refers to

15     Fikret Abdic, who had been displaced by the fighting in Bihac and you go

16     on to describe who he is.  And just so we all know, Fikret Abdic, as you

17     indicate, is a prominent Bosnian Muslim in Western Bosnia, the Bihac

18     region as it's called which, was a safe area, I believe, during this

19     period; correct?

20        A.   Correct.

21        Q.   He had formed his own militia and wanted to make that part of

22     Bosnian, independent of the central government of Izetbegovic?

23        A.   Correct.

24        Q.   And was engaged in military operations or a war between his

25     forces and the Army of Bosnia-Herzegovina; correct?

 1        A.   Correct.

 2        Q.   Okay.  Now, one thing that is not in your statement that I just

 3     wanted to draw from your book and that is page 49 of your book and again

 4     I'll just read, it is just one sentence, to save time.  You said:

 5     "Milosevic, not surprisingly, found Abdic an admirable Muslim whose

 6     supporters were not being helped by UNHCR for fear of antagonising

 7     Izetbegovic."

 8             Do you recall say that.  Milosevic spoke in positive terms about

 9     Fikret Abdic?

10        A.   Yes.

11        Q.   It's the Prosecution case that from Autumn of 1994 to

12     August 1995, Milosevic and Stanisic deployed Serb forces into Bosnia and

13     the region around Bihac where they co-ordinated with Mladic, the VRS, and

14     the SVK, the Krajina army, in order to support military operations of

15     Abdic's army in that conflict against the ABiH, the 5th Corps.

16             Were you ever aware of that?

17        A.   No.

18        Q.   Okay.  Milosevic never discussed any military support to Abdic's

19     people?

20        A.   No.  No, military support to Abdic, or indeed, anyone on the

21     other side of the Drina.

22        Q.   Okay.  What about intelligence support?  Say --

23        A.   No.

24        Q.   Okay.  Could we please have D -- 1D57.

25             And this, I believe, is going to be the last document I show you.

 1        A.   Great.

 2        Q.   Yeah.  And at page 207, sorry, 204 to 210 of the English, 211 to

 3     217 of the B/C/S, this is from that notebook of Ratko Mladic.  It's an

 4     entry dated on 30 June 1995.  Do I --

 5        A.   I've got just the two Serbo-Croatian versions.

 6        Q.   You are seeing something vastly different from what I'm seeing on

 7     this screen.

 8             This is a Mladic notebook entry for 30 June 1995 from D00057.

 9             Correct?  Okay.

10             THE REGISTRAR:  The document on the screen is exhibit number

11     1D00057.  Thank you.

12             MR. STRINGER:  I don't think ... what are you seeing?

13             I apologise for this, Mr. Witness.  We're not seeing e-court on

14     this screen.  I'm not sure I'm seeing what others are seeing.

15             THE WITNESS:  This is dated 30 June 1995.

16             MR. STRINGER:

17        Q.   Okay.  I'm going to assume that you are seeing the document, but

18     I don't.  I've got a hard copy.  And now we've got it.  Apologies.

19             First of all, this is 30 June 1995.  This is right at the

20     conclusion, I believe, of the hostage crisis that forms your evidence.

21        A.   Yes.

22        Q.   This is a meeting between Milosevic and Fikret Abdic at the

23     Yugoslav Army Main Staff in Belgrade, and Milosevic -- sorry, Mladic is

24     there also.  He is the one taking these notes.

25        A.   When Milosevic says:  I called Fikret Abdic.  I don't know what

 1     the Serbo-Croatian says, that suggests to me that he called him up, he

 2     telephoned him and then what follows is then an account of the phone

 3     conversation.  But you're actually saying that Fikret Abdic is at the

 4     meeting.

 5        Q.   We're saying he is there.

 6        A.   Okay.  I have no way of knowing obviously.

 7        Q.   Because what follow is a reference to actually Fikret Abdic, FA?

 8        A.   Yeah.

 9        Q.   Talking?

10        A.   Yes, I just wonder whether that was a transcript of a phone call

11     or what.

12        Q.   This is our position is that we believe he is actually there as

13     well as others.

14        A.   Mm-hm.

15        Q.   And you see he is talking and he is talking about his needs, his

16     military needs.

17             We can go over to the next page in English, and toward the bottom

18     there's a reference to JS.  We say that's Jovica Stanisic.

19             And then over to the next page in English, the 5th K, that's the

20     5th Corps of Army of Bosnia-Herzegovina that -- that -- any way, you're

21     seeing?

22        A.   Yeah.

23        Q.   And rather than walking you through all of this, Sir Ivor, the

24     question is this:  Assuming the purpose of the meeting is to discuss

25     military operations for Bihac and support of Fikret Abdic, would this

 1     have been surprising for you to learn that he is in Belgrade or in direct

 2     contact with Milosevic in June of 1995?

 3             MR. JORDASH:  Before the -- I beg your pardon to disturb.  But I

 4     think before the witness answers that question, I think it should be made

 5     clear who we believe Fikret Abdic was there.  Because on the face of this

 6     it is not clear.  And I don't know if -- it's certainly not our position

 7     so I think my learned friend should make it quite clear so the witness

 8     isn't misled.

 9             MR. STRINGER:

10        Q.   It's the Prosecution position that he was there and it is also

11     the Prosecution position that the JS that's referred to is

12     Jovica Stanisic.  So it's not a position, as you've heard, that's shared

13     necessarily by the Defence.

14             So with that in mind, back to my question, which is whether,

15     again, this is surprising to you to learn that such a conversation is

16     taking place in Belgrade at this point in time?

17        A.   Yes.

18        Q.   It's our case and there's evidence before the Chamber that

19     actually Serbian forces were deployed in support of this Fikret Abdic in

20     his operations, both from the Serbian state security side, military

21     resources as well, and then in fact, Jovica Stanisic himself went out to

22     that region to co-ordinate or to command Serb forces out there.  Would

23     that have been surprising to you?

24        A.   Yes.  I have to say that I was constantly surprised in Yugoslavia

25     by the elasticity of people.  Here you -- if what you say is accurate and

 1     I have no way of checking it or knowing whether it is true or not.  You

 2     have Yugoslav forces supporting Muslims in Bosnia against fellow Muslims.

 3     It is beyond parody.

 4        Q.   I agree.  The Western Bosnia, this conflict, is quite unique from

 5     many perspectives.

 6             Bearing this in mind, bearing this 30th and 40th Personnel

 7     Centres, would you consider that Milosevic was honouring the letter and

 8     spirit of his assurances to the international community about not

 9     supporting the Bosnian Serbs during this period?

10        A.   Well, I have no way of knowing.  I just can't.  I think I say in

11     my book that he is -- he is an enthusiastic supporter of Abdic for

12     obvious reasons.  But I have no way of knowing whether any of this

13     suggestion of military transfers or personnel or anything, military

14     supplies ever took place.  It is hard to picture exactly how it would

15     take place given that Bihac is in the northwestern corner of Bosnia.

16     And --

17        Q.   Did Bo Pellnas and the monitors have the ability to monitor

18     movements of military personnel and equipment from the RSK?

19        A.   There would be UN forces present there.

20        Q.   Mm-hm.  But that was not part of the blockade per se.

21        A.   Well, it couldn't be part of the blockade between the

22     Republika Srpska and Yugoslavia because that wasn't a common border, but

23     I can't believe that the Croats thought that this was a good idea, and

24     they would have been able to -- except where there were UNPAs --

25        Q.   Yes --

 1        A.   -- the Croats would have been protecting their own frontiers and

 2     the idea that you could have military personnel and materiel passing

 3     through doesn't seem particularly likely to me.

 4        Q.   If you were to accept what I have been presenting to you as being

 5     truthful and as having occurred, wouldn't that really contradict

 6     everything Milosevic was saying and presenting about the state of affairs

 7     in regard to the Bosnian Serbs and military support at this point?

 8        A.   It certainly would not have been in the spirit of it.

 9        Q.   Thank you for answering my questions.

10             MR. STRINGER:  Nothing further, Mr. President.

11             JUDGE HALL:  Re-examination.

12             MR. JORDASH:  Yes, just very few questions, Sir Ivor, if I might.

13                           Re-examination by Mr. Jordash:

14        Q.   First of all, just to return to the question of Fikret Abdic, at

15     paragraph 85 and my learned friend for the Prosecution took you to it

16     very briefly, paragraph 85 of your statement, you say that Milosevic,

17     during the discussions in relation to forcing or bringing Karadzic to

18     accept the Contact Group plan, Milosevic raised the question of

19     supporters of Fikret Abdic who had been displaced by fighting in Bihac

20     and my question is:  In which context did he raise that question and what

21     was his concern?  Are you able to say?

22        A.   Well, I -- it's a very long time ago, but my memory is that he

23     was talking about civilians who had been displaced by the fighting.  And

24     that was his concern.

25        Q.   Right.

 1        A.   I can't --

 2        Q.   Because -- sorry.

 3        A.   I can't shed any more light on it than that.  I mean, I think

 4     that's about the only time Abdic was ever mentioned by any Yugoslav

 5     politician to me.

 6        Q.   Right.  And my learned friend also and maybe this will help you

 7     with your -- maybe trigger off some more memories but my learned friend

 8     referred to page 49 of your book in which you write that Milosevic found

 9     Abdic an admirable Muslim whose supporters were not being helped by UNHCR

10     for fear of antagonising Izetbegovic.

11             Are you able to cast any light on whether UNHCR, the refugee

12     agency of the UN, whether there's any truth to what Milosevic perceived

13     at that time.

14        A.   No that's what he told me, that as I was saying, there were

15     civilians involved here and he was allegedly I mean, it is hard to

16     believe he was ever really concerned about the fate of human beings

17     sometimes, but he was talking about the civilian supporters and refugees

18     fleeing from the Bihac enclave.  And I could see that it would be a very

19     difficult position for UNHCR to be placed in and so that's the context in

20     which I wrote what I wrote.

21        Q.   A difficult position because ...

22        A.   Well, because the Bosnian government wouldn't have taken it

23     kindly.

24        Q.   All right.  I see.  Thank you.  Just a couple of more questions

25     I'm not going to keep you longer than five minutes you be will relieved

 1     to know.

 2             Earlier today, my learned friend for the Prosecution was asking

 3     you about and I'm sorry to do this to you, but your metaphor, the

 4     pyromaniac fireman, and at page 52 of the transcript today my learned

 5     friend asked you about -- well, let me put the question to you directly.

 6             He said at line 8:  "Phase one is when Milosevic is the

 7     pyromaniac.  He is setting the nation ablaze as you said.  This is the

 8     period in 1992 in Bosnia and also in 1991 in Croatia.  Do we agree on

 9     that?"

10             And you said:  "Yes."

11             And then my learned friend went on to speak only about the

12     Republika Srpska.  So I wanted just to give you an opportunity to

13     clarify, if you can, or wish to, how you saw the situation in the RSK.

14     My learned friend mentioned Milosevic being a pyromaniac in Croatia in

15     1991.  Are you able to apply the metaphor to Croatia?

16        A.   I think so in 1991.  I have to say I wish I never used the

17     metaphor now.  When quoting Mr. Djukic I never thought it would come back

18     to haunt me in this way.

19        Q.   And in relation to 1992 in Croatia, post-Vance Plan, Milosevic's

20     position?

21        A.   I don't know.

22        Q.   Okay.  Thank you.

23        A.   I have to say that Croatia didn't come up very much in my

24     conversations with Milosevic.

25        Q.   Right.

 1        A.   It was so heavily weighted towards Bosnia.  Well, of course,

 2     Bosnia was at war.  Croatia was in kind of uneasy peace for most of my

 3     time.

 4        Q.   Right.  In relation to Bosnia, we've discussed a lot about

 5     Milosevic's -- what you called the watershed moment at the time of the

 6     Vance peace plan and we have obviously moved forward to August of 1994

 7     when the blockade --

 8        A.   Sorry, did you say the Vance Plan?

 9        Q.   Vance-Owen.  I beg your pardon.  Sorry, that's my fault.

10        A.   [Overlapping speakers] ... the Pale Assembly meeting, that is the

11     watershed.

12        Q.   Yes, I beg your pardon.  The watershed following Milosevic's

13     humiliation as the Bosnian Serbs refused to sign the Vance-Owen plan and

14     later on in August of 1994 when the blockade is imposed?

15        A.   Yeah.

16        Q.   And I just wanted to give you an opportunity in your own words to

17     clarify whether the metaphor, the pyromaniac fireman, whether you see

18     those different phases differently, 1993 to 1994.

19        A.   Well, I only met him for the first time in early 1994.  I can't

20     sensibly comment, I think, on his state of mind before I got there.  But

21     my strong impression and certainly this was shared by David Owen and by

22     Douglas Hurd, my foreign secretary, was that he had decided after the

23     Pale Assembly that he was going to cut his cloth differently from the

24     Bosnian Serbs and was going to focus on his narrower interests, if you

25     like.

 1        Q.   Thank you.  I've got nothing further.

 2             MR. JORDASH:  Your Honours.

 3             JUDGE HALL:  Sir Ivor, we thank you for coming to assist the

 4     Tribunal.  You are now released as a witness, and the usher will escort

 5     you from the courtroom.

 6             THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

 7                           [The witness withdrew]

 8             JUDGE HALL:  Mr. Edwards, have we been correctly alerted that you

 9     have some housekeeping matters.

10             MR. EDWARDS:  Yes, very briefly, Your Honour.  The next witness

11     will commence his evidence tomorrow.  We sincerely hope that his evidence

12     can be completed in two days.  I can tell Court that I will be an hour,

13     hour and a quarter at the very most with him.  The reason I rise is

14     because we've been advised by WISP that if he does not complete his

15     evidence by the end of Thursday, there will be difficulties, logistical

16     difficulties in terms of his flight back to his home, which may have, as

17     a consequence, his staying in The Hague for several days beyond Thursday.

18             In order to isolate ourselves from this risk, it would be my

19     submission, my request, rather, that the Trial Chamber give some

20     consideration to building in a bit of extra time by making available an

21     extra hour tomorrow.  So that we sit for four hours rather than three.

22             JUDGE HALL:  And in your estimate, this would suffice?

23             MR. EDWARDS:  Well, I haven't yet heard -- I haven't yet heard

24     from counsel for the Prosecution who I understand is taking the witness

25     tomorrow, but in light of the fact that I'm only going to be an hour and

 1     15 at the very most, and I understand that counsel for Mr. Simatovic is

 2     not going any longer than that, if that, it is my submission that we can

 3     safely say in all likelihood that should do the trick.

 4             MR. PETROVIC: [Interpretation] Your Honours, in either case, we

 5     will need 45 minutes maximum.  I believe I'm being very conservative in

 6     that.  And we may well be even shorter than this.

 7             MR. STRINGER:  I have been a little bit out of the loop for the

 8     last few days.  And could I suggest to counsel and Your Honours if I

 9     could go back and I could confer with the team and we could very swiftly,

10     I think, put some information out via Lotus Notes that would inform the

11     Chamber about how to proceed.

12             JUDGE HALL:  Yes, I was going to suggest that.  The Registry is

13     on the qui vive so once counsel would have refined the details, then we

14     know where we are.

15             Thank you.  So tomorrow morning at 9.30.

16                           --- Whereupon the hearing adjourned at 2.53 p.m.,

17                           to be reconvened on Wednesday, the 16th day of

18                           October, 2019, at 9.30 a.m.
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