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 (Declaration made by Witness RU37 in Kinyarwanda)
MR. VERCKEN:

I would like the registry officer to switch on the other microphone in front of the witness, the one to her left. 

MR. PRESIDENT:

Witness, you have before you an identification sheet which sets out your personal particulars.  Do you have that?

THE WITNESS:

Yes. 

MR. PRESIDENT:

And have you read it?

THE WITNESS:

I am still reading it.  I found that this is my right identification. 

MR. PRESIDENT:

And you have signed that document and dated it?

THE WITNESS:

It is me. 

MR. PRESIDENT:

Personal identification sheet of Witness RU37 is marked as Exhibit D. 28.  

(Exhibit No. D. 28 admitted, under seal) 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Now, Witness, you will be examined by Defence counsel and then cross‑examined by the Prosecution, and you are obliged to speak the truth. 

THE WITNESS:

Yes. 

THE ENGLISH INTERPRETER:

Mr. President, can the witness speak closer to the microphone?  

MR. VERCKEN:

Mr. President, for reasons pertaining to the testimony of this witness and concerning her place of residence, I would like the testimony to be in closed session, although the testimony would have a negative bearing on her identity. 

MR. PRESIDENT:

What, all of her testimony or ‑‑ 

MR. VERCKEN:

Virtually all, Mr. President, because it is true that the testimony is known. 

MR. PRESIDENT:

Well, we don't know what her testimony will be.  I suggest you start in closed session and deal with all those matters that need to be dealt with in closed session, and then we may go into an open session. 

MR. VERCKEN:

I cannot, Mr. President.  I will start with the witness's identity, occupation, what she was doing at the time, then we will get to the crux of the matter, and from that moment on her entire testimony risks revealing her identity.  You see, this is something I already discussed with her and it is one of the prerequisites for her agreement to come and testify.  So, Mr. President, I run the risk of having a problem. 

MR. KAREGYESA:

Your Honours, that's the reason behind having the personal information sheet, so that you can actually lead the witness in open session without having to go into the biodata, because it is already entered under seal.  So it doesn't have to start with her date of birth, her particulars, her occupation, because everything is given on this sheet. 

MR. PRESIDENT:

Yes.  I think that's correct, isn't it?  

MR. COURCELLE LABROUSSE:

Quite so, Mr. President, but in addition to the witness's identity, the questions we are going to put to her now, without giving her name, will obligatorily and necessarily reveal her identity to the public.  That is why we are seeking a closed session.  And if in the course of her evidence the Court is of the opinion that it is no longer necessary for us to be in closed session, we would gladly revert to open session. 

MR. PRESIDENT:

Well, that's precisely what I ask you to do until you told me it can't be done.  Now, will you get on with it, please?  We're wasting enough time with this. 

MR. VERCKEN:

In closed session?  

MR. PRESIDENT:

Yes.  

(At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the transcript [pages 26 to 46] was extracted and sealed under separate cover, as the session was heard in camera)
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