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Republic of Serbia MUP /Ministry of the Interior/

To:

· RS /Republic of Serbia/ MUP, Belgrade Operative Centre

· RS MUP for AP /Autonomous Province/ KIM /Kosovo and Metohija/, Pri{tina

· Commander, Kačanik PS /Police Station/

· Commander, [timlje PS

· Commander, [trpce PS

· Commander, \eneral Jankovi} SPP /Border Police Station/

· Commander, Globočica SPP

DAILY BULLETIN

Incidents occurring between 0000 and 2400 hours on 16 January 1999

TRAFFIC SAFETY:

1. At about 1000 hours on 16 January 1999, there was a traffic accident involving a TAM freight vehicle, registration no. PR 894-23, owned by Magistrala Put of Pri{tina, driven by Cvetko \URICAN from [trpce, and a Mazda passenger vehicle, registration no. BG 303-208, owned by BK Television, driven by Miodrag ČANOVI], of no. 2 Grančijeva Street, Belgrade, on the Doganovi} village-Prizren regional road near the village of Firaja, [trpce SO /municipality/. The accident caused only minor material damage to both vehicles. An on-site investigation of the scene was carried out by the [trpce PS traffic team.

OTHER INCIDENTS:

1. On 16 January 1999, members of the Gornje Nerodimlje RPO /Reserve Police Station/ maintained two permanent ambush points in the Jezerce village sector, Uro{evac municipality, and members of the Uro{evac SUP /Secretariat of the Interior/ maintained observation posts in the Crnoljevo village sector and the Crnoljevo Gorge, [timlje municipality. During the night of 15-16 January 1999, members of the [trpce PS maintained ambush points in the Su{i}e and Gornja Bitinja village sectors, [trpce municipality. During the reporting day, there were no terrorist attacks or provocations against the members maintaining these ambush points and observation posts. 

Twelve people were brought into custody for interviews regarding terrorism and were handed over to an OSL /authorised official/ of the Uro{evac SUP and the Uro{evac ORDB /State Security Department/ for further work.

During the reporting day there was no change to the situation on the ground with regard to dispatch no. 10-26 of 21 September 1998.

Between 1100 and 1200 hours on 16 January 1999, contact was made between the representative of the KDOM /Kosovo Diplomatic Observer Mission/ for Pri{tina (centre head Vel Dilbedson), the representative of the OSCE, the head of the regional centre in Prizren (Michel MAISOONEUVE /as printed/) and the chief of the Uro{evac SUP. They were interested in information regarding the police action in the village of Račak, which was undertaken in order to capture the terrorist group that was stationed in the village. There was information and data available that this group had carried out eight terrorist attacks in the Uro{evac SUP and [timlje PS area and kidnapped nine people from the village of Dramnjak as well as Fehmi \ELJADINI /Fehmi GJELADINI/, a member of the service, an employee of the Uro{evac SUP from Račak. All the attacks in question led to people’s deaths, and policeman Svetislav PRŽI] from the [timlje PS died in one of them. When Vel asked what type of police action this was, he was told that this was a typical police action, undertaken in order to captured a group of terrorists and eliminate their further operations in this area. He was told that the village of Račak was blocked from the direction of [timlje and the [timlje-Račak road, that is the crossroads with the village of Petrovo and that when the members of the terrorist group spotted the police, they immediately opened fire on the policemen using infantry weapons, hand-held rocket launchers and mortars. They withdrew from the checkpoints and guard posts that had been set up and the houses in which they had been stationed, and fled in the direction of Kr{ina Hill behind the village of Račak, where at about 100-150m they had dug trenches, communications trenches and a bunker. They fired continuously at the police. They were also told that at about 500m from the trenches a Browning 12.7mm heavy machine-gun had been set up by the terrorists, who used this to fire continuously at the police who were in action. Having searched the village, in the face of fierce resistance from the terrorists who were dug in, the police forces occupied their positions, during which process several of the terrorists were executed, while some of them withdrew in the direction of Kr{ina Hill. A small number of policemen neutralised the Browning fire and brought it to the centre of Račak village, where there was a team to carry out an on-site investigation led by Danica MARINKOVI], the investigating judge of the Pri{tina District Court and the Deputy District Public Prosecutor Ismet [UFTA. They were also told that the police did not pursue the terrorists further than the trenches and communications trenches towards the woods, apart from one group of policemen that was sent to eliminate the Browning fire. Having accomplished their task, they returned to the centre of the village under heavy fire as they withdrew. Due to this, the on-site investigation team was unable to continue with the investigation it had begun and the investigating judge abandoned the remainder of the investigation for safety reasons.

Vel was interested solely in who had planned the police action, what equipment was used to carry out the action, whether or not there had been policemen from elsewhere and why the army took part in the action. He was told that the police planned the action and that it was police forces alone, and not the army, that took part in the action. When he insisted on the name of the person who led the action, he was told that this was not the subject of this conversation. When we were asked if we were working independently or on someone’s orders, the reply was given that everything was done pursuant to the legal obligations and regulations that derive from the Constitution in order to protect people’s lives and property. When a comment was made that there were over 50 civilians killed in the area of Račak village, it was said that according to our information at least 15 terrorists, but not a single civilian, had been killed. It had been impossible to continue the search on the ground because of the safety of the policemen, and for this reason we did not know if any more terrorists had been killed. When Vel said that they were carrying out an on-site investigation and would know the exact number of “civilians” killed, he was asked in what capacity they were working and how it was possible to conduct an on-site investigation without the legitimate organs of government. When he said that he had been a policeman for 27 years and knew how these things were done, he was told that he is a policeman in his own country but here he is only an observer or verifier and that he has no authorisation for this on the basis of the agreement. Vel said that the observers had been on the spot and observed the action undertaken, and he was told that this was not in dispute. When he again insisted that the army had taken part in the action and demanded the names of the leaders of the action, he was given a negative response that this was not relevant for them. When he asked how many policemen had taken part in the action, he was told that there were 100 and that they were all members of this secretariat.

Vel was presented with the number of weapons and other military equipment discovered and shown them, to which he said that his superiors would be informed of this, that it would be taken to the highest level and that someone would answer for this. He was told that the appropriate state organs would establish responsibility, that he was here only in the capacity of a verifier and that he should not behave like this in future. He was further told that the police would continue to undertake all measures within their legal authority in order to prevent terrorist gangs running amok and to offer protection to all citizens, regardless of their religious or ethnic affiliation.

When Michel asked what weapons were used in the action, he was told that infantry weapons up to 7.9mm were used right up until the moment when the terrorists started using mortars up to 60mm, when appropriate fire was returned with reasonable limitation. When asked if we used had PRAGAs /self-propelled anti-aircraft guns/, we answered that we did not have any, but if we did have any, we would definitely use them in the event that 81mm mortars were fired at the police.

When asked if more such actions were planned, they were told that the state had determined to combat all forms of terrorist activity and that in keeping with this, we would undertake similar or smaller actions if the need arose.

2. At about 1900 hours on 16 January 1999, Sabi IDRIZI, from Lani{te village, Kačanik municipality, came to the Kačanik PS to report the disappearance of his children:

· Muharem IDRIZI, about 10 years old

· Ekrema IDRIZI, about six years old

According to his statement, they disappeared at about 1800 hours on 15 January 1999, when they left the house and did not come back. An official note was compiled about this.
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