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Slatina airport near Pri{tina has great strategic importance as the only facility of its kind in Kosovo and Metohija, which is why it has constantly been targeted by the criminal airforce since the first day of aggression against our country. All members of the combat-logistical unit commanded by Colonel Dragan ARSOVI] made superhuman efforts and succeeded in protecting the personnel, equipment and other material supplies. Moreover, all the units of this air base still successfully carry out the tasks assigned to them. The morale of the officers, soldiers and civilians in this strong and united military collective is rising practically every day, and so the readiness of the personnel to fight and defend the airport has never been on a higher level. 


“A lot of work was finished in the period before the war broke out, when members of the combat-logistical unit carried out intensive preparations for the expected NATO attack. During the training, we made sure that every individual knew his place and role when working under combat conditions,” the Chief of Staff, Colonel Aleksandar \OR\EVI], says.


DEFENCE WITH ALL AVAILABLE MEANS

Indeed, such approach yielded excellent results, as the air base engaged all members to a maximum and succeeded in spreading the personnel, live ammunition, fuel and other material supplies over a much larger area than before. Special efforts in this job were made by the anti-aircraft technical support unit, headed by Captain 1st Class Dejan BABOVI], which relocated almost 1,200 tons of various material supplies to safer places in an incredibly short time. One of the heroes of that operation was Staff Sergeant Milo{ MARKOVI], who worked with dedication day and night to relocate spare parts for all technical systems, thanks to which the base today still has all the necessary resources of that kind. Much credit for the excellent transport support of  movements, manoeuvring and deployment goes to Lieutenant @ivota MARKOVI]’s automobile unit, whose drivers traversed hundreds of thousands of kilometres in their motor vehicles without any unusual incidents. According to the Chief of the transport service, Major Gordan JEMUOVI], Staff Sergeant Slavoljub OBRADOVI] and driver Miladin PEJOVI] figured prominently in performing the tasks related to transportation. 

NATO airforce attacks Slatina airport almost every day, launching as many as ten strikes on average and often hitting civilian targets in the area. Regardless of the large-scale attacks by NATO airforce, the large groups of aeroplanes and state-of-the-art equipment used by the aggressor, the officers and soldiers of the air base carried out clever tactical operations and procedures, defending the airport, preserving the fighting spirit and becoming increasingly ready for future challenges. Combat units at the airport defended themselves from air strikes by using all available means, and the most successful among them were members of the anti-aircraft missile unit commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Zoran SARI]. Also, anti-aircraft protection measures, such as camouflage, smoke making and fortification, became the usual habit of all military units at Slatina airport. In order to remove the consequences of NATO air strikes, groups consisting of engineers, fire-fighters, medical personnel and civil engineers were formed and engaged on creating the most favourable living and working conditions possible, among other things. When launching air strikes, the aggressor did not spare the civilian targets in the wider airport area, and so the villages of Vrelo, Arilja~a, Ence, Medvece and Dobranja were partly destroyed during the attacks. Alliance criminals targeted these villages even though members of the Albanian ethnic minority make up the majority of the population there. 


INCREASING COMBAT READINESS

Soldiers and officers of the air base in Slatina are proud of the fact that the fighter aircraft unit, the VOJIN /Air Observation, Reporting and Guidance/ unit and the PVO /Anti-Aircraft Defence/ missile units were  provided with combat and logistical support without problems in such difficult war conditions. According to the Chief of Staff, Colonel Aleksandar \OR\EVI], these tasks have been carried out thanks to unprecedented efforts of all members of the unit and the courage they have showed during everyday attacks. It is interesting that regardless of everything, combat training with soldiers and conscripts is still being conducted, although adjusted to war conditions. The training lays emphasis on shooting with live ammunition, practising tactical operations and procedures and the principle of rotation, which means that everybody should be trained to work on and operate a number of systems. All these activities increase the combat readiness of the unit, and the behaviour of reserve conscripts (from Aleksinac, Leskovac, Ni{, Prokuplje and Kosmet), who greatly contributed to combat operations, provides a special reason for satisfaction. As regards combat support, a Military Police unit headed by Captain Zoran RISTOVSKI and the combat unit led by Captain Ivan FILIPOVI] excelled. Since the beginning of war operations, the successful functioning of the communications system was of particular significance, as it indirectly enabled other units to carry out their combat assignments efficiently. Communications unit Commander, Captain 1st Class Dejan RU@I], and his superiors, Staff Sergeants 1st Class Srboljub RADOJKOVI] and Miroslav STOJANOVI], and civilians Zoran SIMI] and Aleksandar RAJKOVI] deserve praise for their work. In the new war deployment conditions, logistical services too succeeded in creating good working and living conditions for all units, including food and water supply and every other domain. Let us mention in the end that many civilian structures, socially- and privately-owned enterprises, helped members of Slatina airport in war conditions to a significant extent. All this gives the air base members the strength to continue the persistent, tough and effective defence of the only airport in Kosmet. 
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