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R E P O R T

On the security aspects of the stay and activities of certain persons from A/A /African – Asian/ countries

For a long time now, through the undertaking of measures and activities, on the part of the State Security Service, Public Security Service, and ARBiH /Army of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina/ 3rd Corps  OVB /Military Security Section/, concerning the monitoring of the security-related aspects of the stay and activities of foreigners; through the execution of other tasks deriving from the aforesaid, and through the operative work of the listed security services, we have obtained certain operatively useful information and data regarding, inter alia, the category of certain African – Asian citizens in transit or staying in the territory covered by the CSB /Security Services Centre/ Zenica.   
It has been recorded so far that the majority of foreign citizens, originally from African - Asian countries, have arrived in our territory through centres in Western European countries (England, Italy, France, Germany, as well as from some republics of the former Yugoslavia). The majority of them are engaged in the work of various humanitarian organisations, primarily those organised by governmental or non-governmental organisations from African - Asian countries.
Separate monitoring is needed for the category of citizens of African - Asian countries who spent several years in the former Yugoslavia, as university students. Some of them were appointed to posts in the KOS /Counter-intelligence Service/, while some of them are now in the free territories of R BiH, so the possibility of them being reactivated by the SCA /Serbian-Montenegrin army/ OS /Intelligence Service/ or SIS /Security and Information Service/ is not excluded.
Also, it is evident that a significant number of persons falling into this category are in the units of the R BiH Army, or are organised in special military formations, under the single command of the R BiH Army. However, considering their mentality, the structure, etc, they tend to be as independent as possible in their engagement, both through logistical support and through the undertaking of their own measures of security and protection. 
Through a wide variety of undertaken measures we came to the subject of the interest of foreign OS in the general situation in the BiH (England, France, Italy, Croatia, the so-called Yugoslavia and others), as well as in the activities of humanitarian organisations supported by governmental and non-governmental organisations from African and Asian countries, and the presence of foreign citizens, nationals of these countries, in R BiH Army units, with special emphasis on military, economic and other aid /sic/. Regarding this factor, the forces of the foreign intelligence services are especially interested in gathering data and making assessments on the “Islamisation” of the territory of BiH, influence of the African – Asian factors on both the population and the legal organs of R BiH, presenting this in a negative sense to the international community – as “Islamic fundamentalism” that is present in this area. Starting from the facts that the majority of foreigners, originally citizens of AA /African and Asian/ countries, have been recruited through centres in western countries and were most probably subjected to measures of the intelligence and police apparatus of those countries, it is probable that some of them were charged with tasks and sent to execute them in the territory of BiH.
In the context of the above stated, we deem interesting the information, received thus far, regarding the activities of certain persons falling into this category.
- In such a manner – by undertaking operative and other measures and activities towards them, we obtained information indicating that there are individuals in their military formations who are charged with undertaking their measures of counter-intelligence protection (a certain Ajman /? AJMAN/from the “El Mud`ahid” Detachment in Zenica). The same goes for the gathering of intelligence which was registered through contacts with persons both from our territory and from abroad.
According to a completely reliable source, from December 1994, Abu Muaz from Saudi Arabia requested from Abu Meali /? MEALI/from “El Mud`ahid” Detachment to deliver to him films about Arabs who were killed in the R BiH. He accepted with the obligation that special attention be paid to secrecy.

Regarding some reports broadcast by some foreign TV channels (CNN and others), in January of this year, we obtained information from a reliable source that Abu Had`er refused Abu Meali’s claim that anybody could have filmed such reports and commented on them as a struggle between “Islamists and fundamentalists”, by stating that the unit was filmed from the inside. 
Those from the “El Mud`ahid” unit who are in charge of applying special measures of own security protection, were applying the said measures at the time of increasing pressure on the legal organs of authority of Zenica Municipality and on the R BiH Army 3rd Corps Command from some persons indicated by the SIS /Security and Information Service/. The pressure was exerted with the aim of transferring the unit from the place where it was located, considering the fact that before the war Croats were a majority in the stipulated area. As a result of these measures, the case of two foreign journalists who arrived in this area and were arrested by the police of this unit was recorded.

- We assess as indicative the information from January of this year, which was received from a completely reliable source. It was received at a time when it was requested of Abu Meali from abroad to send a report on the events in Bosnia, with special emphasis on military, economic, and social aspects, as well as information on the delivery of some information by fax regarding the Unites States embassy and material translated into Russian.

Also, the information from May 1994 is interesting. It concerns individuals from this unit who ensured the arrival of some journalists of theirs from Milan, which was not registered through official arrivals of foreign journalists in our territory.
Apart from that, in April 1995, in a contact between a certain Mutez and Ebu Amaz from Sarajevo, Mutez reported that he would send him a fax that nobody should read because it was “strictly confidential”.
- In order to protect themselves and prevent possible terrorist and other actions by certain extremists of the HVO /Croatian Defence Council/, especially from the time of the beginning of the conflict between the R BiH Army and HVO, certain individuals close to this unit were undertaking similar measures in this respect themselves. Among other things, during the solving of the murder of Paul GODAL /sic/, citizen of Great Britain, we obtained data on their involvement and possible connections with intelligence services of certain foreign countries in the execution of this crime.

Based on the available operative information, in April 1993, some of the former members of the “El Mud`ahid” unit (Mohamed Feris Din aka “Abdulah”, Sabahudin ADILOVI] aka “Budo”, Amir PURI], and others), took part in the organising and execution of the abduction of @ivko TOTI], the HVO commander in Zenica at the time, as well as in his subsequent exchange for several members of this unit who were captured by the HVO.
Considering this information, as well as the data on some other arrests of members of this unit from the areas of @ep~e and Kiseljak, and the information obtained from a completely reliable source stating that this aspect of their activity will continue to be present, and possibly directed towards certain members of the legal organs of authority of R BIH, if they oppose the conduct of their activities, regardless of the fact that they are contrary to existing legal regulations. /sic/
As far as terrorist activity is concerned, some information and observations in the field (setting of explosives on electricity poles in the area of the village of Starina, setting of explosive devices in tourist facilities in B. Han, and other), gives us the right to devote far greater attention to these problems, especially when considering that beside African – Asian citizens, some of our citizens also took part in the execution of these activities. The latter have completely fallen under the influence of the former and are demonstrating the readiness to continue working in accordance with the formers’ tasks. Potential, still insufficiently explored, danger of possible terrorist actions could also be expected from individuals employed in humanitarian organisations who have, taking advantage of the present economic situation, placed our citizens into a dependent position.
- Through the undertaking of operative measures and activities, we have obtained a certain amount of information and data regarding individuals from this unit who are in charge of logistics support and are coming into contact with certain foreign citizens of both western and eastern countries, and not rarely with some of our citizens too, with the goal of ensuring weapons, ammunition, transport vehicles and other. Plenty of such activities of theirs remain unclear, especially when it comes to the acquisition of weapons and ammunition of Russian manufacture for which they spend significant financial means. According to our assessment, that cannot be done without the presence, that is, without the knowledge of foreign intelligence services.
It is obvious that they are acquiring weapons and ammunition without the knowledge and co-ordination of either the ARBiH 3rd or 7th Corps Commands, or legal organs of authority. This is especially apparent, considering the fact that they are not using the immense quantity of acquired means on the frontlines. Therefore, the question arises as to why they are arming themselves and for what purposes will they use the arms. It is indicative that training in handling those means is conducted exclusively in closed-type facilities. The trainees are both foreign and domestic citizens, whom they have engaged in their ranks and over whom they exercise severe discipline.
Besides the military training, discipline is exercised through a form of religious teaching as well; a form which is not typical of the traditions of these areas and which can be further used as an additional element in the blind execution of tasks, set by those who issue orders to them. Cases of physical abuse and maltreatment of our citizens of both sexes, especially the younger ones, by individuals falling into the abovementioned category, are not rare. 
Such behaviour on their part is also reflected in the threats made to some of our citizens for their manner of dress, the way they treat each other, as the former decide whom the latter group can associate with, and they furthermore restrict the latter’s movement or prevent them from going to certain catering or other facilities. Thus, on 15.03.1995, in Kamberovi}a Polje, Adel Abdel Wahed Abdel Salam SHALIL attempted to abduct, physically abuse and maltreat a girl who was with her boyfriend.
On 21.03.1994, at around 05:50 hours, near the village of Dusina, on the road between Zenica and Ka}uni, Abdulhadi ALGAHTANI was abducted by four armed and masked men who left in the direction of the village of Dusina upon the commission of the abduction.
Pursuant to an order of the Sarajevo High Court, Abdul ALGAHTANI was being taken to Sarajevo in an official vehicle of the Zenica CSB that day.

A parked passenger vehicle, a recent “Golf” make model appeared in front of the official vehicle on a bend. It was grey and its hood was elevated, as if the vehicle had broken down. When the official vehicle stopped, unidentified perpetrators, hooded and threatening with arms, disarmed the officials and abducted ALGAHTANI.
On 11.12.1994, at around 11:00 hours, members of the PO^ /?anti-armour company/ “Zelene beretke” /Green Berets/ in D. Golubinja, did take away by force minors without the knowledge of their parents and physically maltreated them, with the intention of extracting a confession from them for a money-related theft which they did not commit.
On 15.04.1995, at around 08:30, on the Zenica-Doboj highway, in Vranduk, before the small tunnel, three unidentified persons blocked the road with their “Pik Toyota” make camouflage vehicle, license plates starting with the letter “M”. On that occasion, they stopped a white UN “Nissan” vehicle, license plates UN 16394, in which UN employees Hans Ruedi NUCECH and Andrej TARAMAJEV were riding.
Under the threat of arms, they forced the UN employees out of the vehicle, searched them and left in the direction of Nemila in the hijacked vehicle, leaving them on the road.

In May 1995, we obtained a copy of the article published in the Egyptian paper “EL AL SIJASA” titled “Terrorist leader who needs to be arrested in Egypt, participated in the Islamic Congress in Kuwait”. The article states that doctor E{ref Abdul Halim Abdu GATAR is a member of the Council of the General Union of Physicians in Egypt and of the disbanded association “Muslim Brotherhood”, and that he is being accused by the Egyptian Security Service of heading organised terrorism. On 30.3.1995 and 1.4.1995 he attended the “Islamic World Council for Missionary Work and Aid” meeting which was held in Kuwait. He did so although his photo, along with photos of two other individuals, D`uma Emam Abdul EMILI and Husein Mohamed EL SHARKAWI (H.M. EL SHARKAWI – a person whose stay in the territory of R BiH was registered during 1994 and in the beginning of 1995) was published in the newspapers where it was stated that he needed to be arrested, as an investigation had been carried out on his leading and organising terrorist activity in cooperation with the “Muslim Brotherhood” and the organisation “Islamic Terrorist”. This article was also carried by the Cairo paper “El Ambar” where, among other, it was stated that, through a detailed examination of doctor Esref Abdul Halim Abdu GRAFAR’s movements, it was established during a three-month long investigation that he was using the humanitarian committee of the General Union of Physicians as a cover for his terrorist activities. He uses the committee to send elements of the “Muslim Brotherhood” abroad, under the cover of humanitarian work and trade in Somalia, Burundi, Yemen, BiH and Croatia, using the fertile ground of war torn countries for weapons training, in order for the said elements to join terrorist groups subsequently.
Also, on 10.5.1995, in the evening hours, in the village of Starina, Zenica municipality, an explosive device was thrown into the local Youth Centre through the roof structure of the building. The explosion caused minor damage to the roof, while five persons were lightly wounded.
The undertaking of joint measures and activities of the SDB, CSB /Security Services Centre/, and OVB /Military Security Department/ on identifying the perpetrators of this terrorist act is in progress. The preliminary information indicates that persons from AA countries, members of the R BiH Army formations located in this area, can be connected to these events.
On 13.5.1995, by 14:00 hours, in the Catholic cemetery in the village of Ovnak, Zenica municipality, 30 tomb stones (of marble or concrete) were damaged or destroyed, while 26 wooden crosses were broken. Apart from this, a 2 metre-high wooden crucifix, standing at the cemetery entrance, was also broken. 

By undertaking operative measures and activities aimed at identifying the perpetrators of this act, we obtained information that, on the alleged day, at around 13:00 hours, near the R BiH Army check point in Ovank, two vehicles passed from the direction of Han Bila without stopping and proceeded towards the village of Grahov~i}i. In one of the vehicles, a black “Toyota” without license plates, there were eight people, while in the other vehicle, a white “Patrol”, license plates ES-673-V, there were seven. According to the source’s claims, three persons originating from AA countries, clad in their traditional dress, were found at the local cemetery in the village of Ovnak, tearing down the tombstones. When asked by a bystander why were they doing this, one of them replied “because these are the signs of the infidels”.
According to the gathered information, the unknown perpetrators of this act live in the village of Gluha Bukovica, Travnik municipality and they are members of the 737th Muslim Light Brigade.
During 1994 and 1995, a significant quantity of ammunition, weapons, fuses, primer caps and grenades was bought /sic/ /?gathered/ from our citizens as well. These means were probably obtained by theft or as war booty and there is no official documentation for them.
These transactions are conducted in highly clandestine locations and manner, and thus many connections remain unidentified and unclear. All these transactions are conducted by Abu AJMEN, security officer in the “El Mud`ahid” unit, with the most direct assistance and cooperation of Abu Meali, also a member of this unit.
It is not rare that our citizens sell personal weapons and ammunition to them. Also, with respect to the purchasing of weapons, their connections in the territory of Croatia and Slovenia are indicative. These connections ensure both the financial means and the purchase of weapons and military equipment, which they funnel to R BiH through various uncontrolled channels. In January of this year, we obtained information through a reliable source that they attempted to buy a Russian manufacture helicopter through these connections, and that they received a specific offer to buy two helicopters.
An increased presence of AA citizens in our territory has objectively lead to the intensification of other activities of theirs, separate from their engagement in humanitarian organisations and military formations. The consequence of this is the increased interest in this matter of both foreign intelligence services and extremists from the HVO, as well as that of the intelligence apparatus of the SCA /Serbian-Montenegrin army/. This is being used very skilfully for the misinforming of the world community regarding opposition to the aggression, the possibility of the F BiH /Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina/ taking hold, and for presenting R BiH as a “future fundamentalist Islamic state”.
Through the distribution of humanitarian aid and financial donations, both to the families of {ehids /martyrs/ and other categories of citizens, there are frequent cases of them using blackmail in order to influence these groups to dress and behave according to their traditions, those of the countries they come from. It is not rare that such instances are used by the foreign media to launch information on the fundamentalist R BiH, which can cause harmful repercussions on the international stage.
There are also cases of certain humanitarian organisations from AA countries using the means intended for humanitarian purposes for the opening of special religious facilities and other institutions, and the printing of appropriate literature, all in accordance with their /way of/ appropriate understanding of religion, which is not in the tradition of the territory of the R BiH. It is to be emphasized that they are gaining supporters by means of various contributions, because of which a polarisation of the Bosniak – Muslim population has been created which can have immeasurable consequences for the unity of the Muslim – Bosniak population.
Aiming to conduct such activities, individuals (A. Mugdad /?MUGDAD/ from Tuzla and A. Ajman from Zenica) are assessing certain areas. From a reliable source from January 1995, /?we learnt that/ they stated that “Tuzla is red and that it is more difficult to operate there”. Considering that they encounter resistance and reactions, both from the legal organs and clergymen in the R BiH, they find other forms of activities on their own. Their final goal is to position their people in locations where they are encountering resistance, who will, in turn, “break opinions which differ from theirs”.

From a reliable source in April 1995, E. MEALI was informed that the situation “in that respect is not good”, while he himself insists that “somebody from the mujahedin should at all times be present at the IZ /Islamic Community/ as their spokesman, in order to avoid such a situation”.
Operative and other information indicates that most persons from this category entered the country on passports of their own countries, or on a passport of some Western European countries in which they obtained citizenship of the said countries, in a manner unknown to us. In the preparatory phase, some of them most likely obtained false travel documents through centres from which they come. This is especially important from the point of security in respect of their identification. Considering that those who are engaged in the “El Mud`ahid” unit have not been registered in the Aliens Department, their identification, needed for the clarification of certain information, has not been conducted.
Because of the above stated, we assess as especially interesting, in terms of security, the information and data which we obtain regarding the individuals who were the subject of interest of some services of countries through which they come to the R BiH. It is precisely from this category of people that numerous requests have been filed for BiH citizenship (so far 42 requests have been granted). Then, after their military engagement, they use our travel documents to prove their identity in other countries where they are probably not welcome.
We estimate that the aim of a great number of persons requesting citizenship is to cover up their past in countries which they come from, as it is probable that they are also on Interpol’s wanted list. Therefore, in this way they obtain new identification documents, probably under false names. In current conditions, it is very difficult to establish their real identity. It is exactly from this category of persons that foreign intelligence services possibly recruit, for their own needs, potential executors of terrorist acts - those who are in possession of our identification documents. On that basis, R BiH could be presented to the international community as a country that provides a haven to terrorist organisations, with immeasurable consequences for its reputation and its status in the international community.
Apart from the abovementioned, it is registered that in the village of Ora{ac, Travnik municipality, there is a camp where persons originally from AA countries are located. They stay there, implementing a special regime to that effect, and they do not allow access to legal organs of the R BiH, both military and civilian. Some persons from this category are members of the 737th Mountain Brigade. Some of them are indicated as possible perpetrators in the case of the desecration of the Catholic cemetery in the village of Ovnak, Travnik municipality.
Considering this information, we are of the opinion that the behaviour of certain persons from AA countries is inflicting great damage to both the reputation and the contribution of certain humanitarian organisations and their countries, which are providing a significant contribution to the defence of the R BiH.
In some cases, the security organs have managed to identify the perpetrators of some of the illegal activities, which were committed by certain individuals originating from AA countries or persons connected to them. However, a certain number of the persons originally from AA countries, some of whom committed certain illegal acts, are still beyond the control of the R BiH legal organs, because the information on their real identity and other data (address), and general data and similar are not available. 
Considering the abovementioned, we are of the opinion that such a situation - in view of the implications to security - is unsustainable, and that it is necessary that unified stances be taken at the level of authorised state organs,  resulting in the security organs and services being tasked with eliminating the indicators /sic/ of such security-related occurrences, and thus prevent possible consequences for RBiH security and reputation.
We propose that the R BiH MUP /Ministry of the Interior/ undersecretary for the SDB /State Security Service/ be informed of this report, as well as the R BiH Interior Minister, Chief of the Ministry of Defence Security Administration, and the R BiH Army Chief of General Staff.

DELIVERED TO:
- Assistant to the Minister – Head of SDB – 1 copy

- Operation “Vranduk” Co-ordinating /sic/ Group – 1 copy

- Head of CSB /Security Service Centre/ Zenica – 1 copy

- ARBiH 3rd Corps OSB Head – 1 copy

- ARBiH 7th Corps OSB Head – 1 copy

- l/r /expansion unknown/ 02 SDB – 1 copy

- l/r 04 SDB – 1 copy

- Operation “Vranduk” File – 1 copy

- OE /operative records/ of this Sector – 1 copy 
OTP / DVU
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