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I N T R O D U C T I O N 


The peoples of Herceg-Bosna /Bosnia and Herzegovina/ have had many critical periods in their histories. There have always been upheavals provoked from the outside. Many lives were taken in these upheavals. Now is a critical period as well and any activity aimed at appeasing the tensions will be useful.


In specific – most often critical – moments, unresolved issues in the domain of overall national interests divide people. In such events, when we are together, the Serbs and the Muslims and the Croats, it is ridiculous how we condone in the others things absolutely contradictory to what we actually think. At this moment, in the eve of a potential civil war, this is a common occurrence in this fear-stricken area, where such behaviour, fostering hypocrisy, means survival. These people are not to blame for such an outlook – it is rather the centuries of one-sidedness in resolving the larger issues of this region. The blame lies in the lack of reason, good will and forbearance to resolve these peoples’ crucial issues to everybody’s satisfaction. 

WHY DO WE FEAR THAT DISAGREEMENTS ON BOSNIA


COULD CAUSE A CIVIL WAR?


Should the reader be familiar with the events in Kosovo in 1990 and the current developments in Croatia, he will be certain that armed conflict is knocking at our door in Bosnia.


The Serbian Democratic Party has dismissed the BIH Declaration on Sovereignty. Communities of municipalities with Serbs as the majority population have been established in Krajina and East Herzegovina. Banjaluka, as the political centre of Krajina, no longer recognises Sarajevo as the centre of the Republic of BIH, hence not recognising the Republic of BIH. All this is happening in the same manner as in the case of Knin and the Knin Krajina in Croatia.

Now all we need is for [E[ELJ’s Chetniks to come and provoke armed conflicts with the police and the Muslims and Croats in Bosnia. Some Serbs in Bosnia will use the media to claim that they are threatened. The Croatian HDZ /Croatian Democratic Union/ and the Muslim SDA /Party of Democratic Action/ will be forced to form a coalition and arm the Croatian and the Muslim people. The belief will surface that a solution may only be reached through an armed conflict. This could lead to a bloody civil war.

The Muslim SDA and other parties where Muslims are the majority insist on the integrity and sovereignty of Bosnia and Herzegovina. They envisage Herceg-Bosna in the future as a sovereign state, with an absolute Muslim majority and finally, as a Muslim national state. The Croats are supporting this because they believe that it will be possible to cooperate well with such a state, which is geographically inserted inside the “body” of Croatia. The Serbs will not hear of such a Bosnia and are poised for resistance, armed conflict and war.

They fear that the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina may later unite with Croatia, thus creating something similar to the NDH /Independent State of Croatia/. 

All of them think they are right and yet none of them is. Not enough thought is being given to the consequences of such a conflict, where the ending is impossible to imagine. 

W H O   D O E S   B O S N I A   B E L O N G   T O?


The three maps presented below show that the mere thought of BIH being entirely Muslim or entirely Croatian or entirely Serbian is impossible and unjust:

Bosnia can never be strictly Serbian (map 1)


This map shows municipalities in BIH where the Muslim and Croatian population live together, forming a majority in terms the Serbian population.
/see map in the original/

                 Municipalities with an absolute majority 

                 of Croats and Muslims over Serbs

Only 33 municipalities have an absolute majority of the Serbian population over the Croatian and the Muslim populations combined together. In 76 municipalities the Serbs are a minority. These 33 municipalities with a Serbian majority are generally large in size and sparsely settled, so the so-called Muslim-Croatian municipalities have three-quarters of the entire population of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Only one quarter of the BIH population lives in municipalities where Serbs are a majority.

Bosnia can never be strictly Muslim (map 2)


This map shows the proportion of municipalities in BIH where the Croats and Serbs, counted together, outnumber the Muslims. We can see that of the total of 109 municipalities, Muslims are outnumbered by the Serbs and the Croats, counted together, in 75. Only in 34 municipalities are Muslims the majority. A national Muslim state of BIH within its current borders is therefore out of the question.
/see map in the original/

                 Municipalities with an absolute majority 

                 of Croats and Serbs over Muslims


This could be achieved only by force and it would last only briefly. During its existence, such a state would only deteriorate from the destructive action of dissatisfied Serbian and Croatian populations. It is therefore insane to support this idea. It should never even be considered. Muslim extremists need only look at this map to conclude that the idea is not feasible.   
I was born in 1937 in Dolac near Travnik, central Bosnia. I spent my childhood and boyhood in Travnik, where I became well-acquainted with my Bosnian fellow countrymen as early as my school days. 
I graduated from the Faculty of Technology in Zagreb, where I made Croatian and Serbian friends from Dalmatia, Zagorje, Slavonia and other parts of the country.

For twenty-five years I have been working in Vitez – at the Factory and as a teacher at the secondary school. My best friends and colleagues have always been Serbs, Muslims and Croats.

Now as I am working to contribute to the resolution of some unresolved issues – to prevent war from breaking out in the Muslim-Serbian-Croatian territory – this must be done in such a way that my friends and colleagues of various nationalities, once they have been fully acquainted with this document, will nod in approval, without any of them turning their back to me. In that case, this text that I am writing will be of value.

Bosnia can never be exclusively Croatian (map 3)
This map shows the number of municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina where a majority of Serbian and Muslim populations, combined together, outnumber the Croatian population. As you can see, there are 95 municipalities in BIH where there is a majority of Muslims and Serbs, counted together, outnumbering Croats. There are only 14 municipalities where Croats outnumber Serbs and Muslims, counted together. Croatian extremists should see this map and abandon the idea of the Croatian state extending to the Drina river.
/see map in the original/

                 Municipalities with an absolute majority 

                 of Serbs and Muslims over Croats


I too would want that – if it were realistic and achievable. However, this is a mere utopia. This would be achievable only by force and to preserve such a state, with so many unsatisfied inhabitants, would be impossible. These ideas should be abandoned once and for all. It is possible to consider unity, cooperation or some autonomy – but all these are incomplete solutions. 

It is impossible to link Krajina and Serbia via central Bosnia (map 4) 

If we look at the distribution of the population in municipalities located between the six connected municipalities with a prevailing Croatian population (Derventa, Bosanski Brod, Od`ak, Bosanski [amac, Ora{je and Br~ko) to the north and the six municipalities with an absolute majority of Croatian inhabitants to the south (Duvno, Posu{je, Grude, Ljubu{ki, ^apljina and Neum), we can see the following: (map 4)
/see map in the original/


“Muslim-Croatian” municipalities


in central Bosnia


1. Of the total of 64 municipalities in this area, only two have an absolute majority of Serbs.


2. These 64 municipalities stand like a “wall” preventing the linking of Serbia and Krajina, which could therefore be done only by force. Of course, nobody will opt for such a venture.


BOSNIA BELONGS TO ALL THE PEOPLES LIVING IN IT


AND NO PARTITION IS NEEDED

The population of Bosnia and Herzegovina is very mixed. There is, however, a small number of ethnically “pure” municipalities. There are about a dozen of them. The remaining one hundred municipalities are mixed, although most of them have an absolute majority of one of the three majority peoples. The peoples of BIH should view this mixture as an asset due to its diversities and variety in everyday living and not as a shortcoming. 

WHAT IF THE CONDITION OF “PARTITION OF BOSNIA OR WAR” 

IS IMPOSED BY FORCE

If we start from the truth that war resolves nothing and that everyone is a loser in a civil war, the logical question is whether it is possible to divide Bosnia territorially, in such a way that everybody gets an equal share.


Let’s force ourselves to consider that option too. Let’s consider it in order to protect the hundreds of thousands of young people who would be killed in a stupid civil war. First we have to free ourselves of the latest dose of Croatian, Serbian and Muslim nationalistic expansionist egoisms. Why have we come to talk about a civil war again? We have come to this because of unresolved issues in the relations among the national groups.

Since the basic attributes of a nation are the territory it occupies, where it constitutes a significant majority, then its language, script, history and cultural specificities, these areas are the most common focus of conflict. All of these issues are mainly unresolved. 

Let’s begin with territorial partition.

So, in order to avoid civil war, if this dilemma should arise, Herceg-Bosna, which is Muslim and Serbian and Croatian, should be divided into a Muslim, Serbian and a Croatian part. The present borders of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, agreed upon at the Second Session of the AVNOJ /Anti-Fascist Council of the People's Liberation of Yugoslavia/ in Jajce, are actually the borders of the Turkish eyalet /province/ from 1718. Austria kept these borders in 1878, when it occupied Bosnia.

Therefore, fearing a civil war, let us work to advocate for the partition of Bosnia among its three constituent nations, which could, as many believe, prevent a civil war. So, let us continue.


In view of the fact that today’s border was set by the Turks in their breakthrough into the Croatian lands and then was confirmed by Austria and then simply copied by the ignorant members of AVNOJ, it should be changed under the present conditions, dividing Bosnia in the best possible way into a Muslim, Croatian and Serbian part. Only these three peoples, nobody else, may divide their BIH. Should any conquerors from outside, who are not Serbs or Muslims or Croats, want to conquer BIH and divide it among themselves, everybody should go to war en masse and give their lives for this country. 

The first concept of partition (map 5)

/see map in the original/

/inscription on the map:
	Croatian 

(Western)

B o s n i a 

25 municipalities

Population: 862,480 
	Bosniak

(Muslim)

B o s n i a

47 municipalities

Population: 1,972,303
	Serbian
(Eastern)

B o s n i a

37 municipalities

Population: 1,229,926/



As long as there is a shred of reason, not a drop of blood should be shed in a fratricidal war fought over territories. 


The distribution of the population by municipality in Bosnia and Herzegovina partitioned like this is shown in the following three tables:

/page/s/ missing/


WHAT NEEDS TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT WHEN 


CONSIDERING A TERRITORIAL PARTITION OF BOSNIA


The following realistic historical facts need to be taken into account when considering a territorial partition of Bosnia:

1. That the majority of the population in this territory in the past several hundreds of years have been Muslims, most of whom are of Slavic descent (Croats and Serbs) but with strong Muslim feelings rooted in their religion – Islam.


2.  That historically the territory had mostly been Croatian, which the Turks had seized from the Croats. It was partly restored in 1939, after the Cvetkovi}-Ma~ek agreement. The territories were partly restored by the establishment of Banovina Hrvatska /Croatian territorial unit within the Kingdom of Yugoslavia/. From 1941 to 1945, the Independent State of Croatia was created in this territory.

3. That this territory now has a large Serbian population, larger than the number of Croats, particularly in the eastern part of Herzegovina and Bosnia and the western part of Bosnia. One should keep the fact in mind that the Serbs are an organised people and extremely sensitive where their national interest is concerned. Any political solution in Bosnia and Herzegovina reached without the consent of the Serbs would be invasive, refutable, unjust and impossible.

THE PARTITION OF HERZEGOVINA – RATIONALE 


Most of the municipalities west of the Neretva, such as ^apljina, Ljubu{ki, ^itluk, Li{tica, Grude, Posu{je and Tomislavgrad and Livno are populated by more than 80% of Croats and would therefore belong to Croatia. This has a basis in history. On the other hand, the municipalities east of the Neretva, such as Trebinje, Bile}a, Ljubinje, Nevesinje, Gacko and Kalinovik have a Serbian majority and should therefore belong to Serbia. This too has both an ethical, and a historical justification. Between these municipalities, to the far south, is the municipality of Neum, with a Croatian majority, but let it remain an exit to the sea for the Muslim republic – central Bosnia. There is also Mostar. This also has historical justification. 

PARTITION OF BOSNIA - RATIONALE


The population in Bosnia is very mixed. Unlike Herzegovina, Bosnia is therefore more difficult to divide between its peoples.


Serbia being in the east and Croatia in the west, it would be the most logical if the eastern part of Bosnia went to Serbia, its western part to Croatia and the central part of Bosnia were to be Bosniak-Muslim. 

According to this scenario, the central part cannot occupy a large surface area, because even this way it encompasses as many people as the Croatian and Serbian combined. Due to this, the Bosniaks were given an advantage and the towns of Sarajevo, Banjaluka and Mostar remained in the central (Bosniak) Muslim part of Bosnia. 

Many Serbs and Croats will remain in the central part of Bosnia. This should be normal, because a large number of Muslims and Croats will remain in the Croatian part, i.e. the Croatian Republic. In the eastern, Serbian part, there will be a large number of Croats and Muslims.

The population in the Muslim, Serbian and Croatian parts of Bosnia


at the time of its partition into three parts

	WESTERN – CROATIAN

PART OF BOSNIA

25 municipalities

Population: 862,480 

Croats: 180,314

Muslims: 289,475

Serbs: 300,313

Yugoslavs: 69,065

Other: 12,954


	CENTRAL – MUSLIM PART OF BOSNIA
47 municipalities

Population: 1,972,303

Muslims: 699,570

Croats: 423,134

Serbs: 598,118
Yugoslavs: 197,160
Other: 54,322
	EASTERN – SERBIAN
PART OF BOSNIA

37 municipalities

Population: 1,229,926

Serbs: 425,304

Muslims: 596,496

Croats: 107,090
Yugoslavs: 185,546
Other: 40,075











               /stamp:/

[image: image2.png]CROATIAN
STATE
ARCHIVES





  MUNICIPALITIES AND POPULATION IN THE WESTERN PART OF BOSNIA (table no.1)
	No.
	Municipality 

	Muslims 
	Serbs 
	Croats 
	Yugoslavs
	Others 
	Total 

	1.
	Velika Kladu{a 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Cazin
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Biha}
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Bosanska Krupa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Bosanski Novi
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Bosanska Dubica 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Prijedor 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Sanski Most 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Bosanski Petrovac 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Klju~
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Titov Drvar 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Bosanko Grahovo 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Glamo~
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Livno
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Tomislav Grad 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16.
	Posu{je 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Li{tica 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	Grude 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
	Ljubu{ki
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
	^itluk 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21.
	^apljina 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22.
	Kupres 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23.
	Bosanska Gradi{ka 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24.
	Mrkonji} Grad 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
	[ipovo
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total


	289,475 
	300,311
	180,314
	69,065
	12,954
	862,480 
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POPULATION IN THE CENTRAL PART OF BOSNIA (table no. 2)
	No.
	Municipality 
	Muslims 
	Serbs 
	Croats 
	Yugoslavs
	Others 
	Total
 

	1.
	Travnik 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Zenica
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Donji Vakuf 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Bugojno
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Kakanj 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Vare{
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Vitez
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Novi Travnik
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Busova~a
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Visoko
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Ilija{
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Breza
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Vogo{}a 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Kiseljak 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Fojnica 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16.
	Gornji Vakuf 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Prozor 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	Sarajevo - Centar 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
	Ilid`a 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
	Kre{evo
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21.
	Konjic 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22.
	Ha|i}i
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23.
	Trnovo
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24.
	Srbac
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
	Lakta{i
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26.
	Prnjavor 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27.
	Banja Luka 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28.
	^elinac 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29.
	Derventa 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30.
	Bosanki Brod  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31.
	Od`ak 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	32.
	Modri~a 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	33.
	Doboj 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	34.
	Maglaj 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	35.
	Te{anj 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	36.
	Tesli} 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	37.
	@ep~e 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	38.
	Zavidovi}i
	
	
	
	
	
	

	39.
	Kotor Varo{ 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	40.
	Skender Vakuf 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	41.
	Jajce 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	42.
	Neum 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	43.
	Mostar 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	44.
	Jablanica 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	45.
	Sarajevo – Novi grad 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	46.
	Sarajevo – Stari grad 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	47.
	Novo Sarajevo 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total: 47 municipalities 

	699,570
	598,118
	423,134
	197,160
	54,322
	1,972,303 
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 MUNICIPALITIES AND POPULATION IN THE EASTERN PART OF BOSNIA (table no. 3)

	No.
	Municipality 
	Muslims 
	Serbs 
	Croats 
	Yugoslavs
	Others 
	Total 


	1.
	Bijeljina 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Ugljevik 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Lopare
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Kalesija 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Tuzla 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	@ivinice 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Zvornik 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	[ekovi}i 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Kladanj
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Bratunac 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Vlasenica 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Srebrenica 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Olovo 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Han Pijesak 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Sokolac 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16.
	Pale 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Rogatica 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	Vi{egrad 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
	Rudo 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
	Gora`de 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21.
	^ajni~e 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22.
	Fo~a 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23.
	Kalinovik 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24.
	Nevesinje 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
	Gacko 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26.
	Bile}a 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27.
	Stolac 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28.
	Ljubinje 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29.
	Trebinje 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30.
	Banovi}i
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31.
	Lukavac 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	32.
	Gra~anica 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	33.
	Srebrenik 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	34.
	Grada~ac 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	35.
	Br~ko 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	36.
	Bosanski [amac 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	37.
	Ora{je 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	596,496 
	425,304
	107,090
	185,546
	40,075
	1229,926
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MUSLIMS AND THE PARTITION OF BOSNIA



If the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina were to be divided into three parts, I repeat, it would be possible for the Muslims to accomplish their aspirations to have their own national territory, a national state of their own, in the central part. They cannot do this in Bosnia and Herzegovina within the current borders because it would be unjust and impossible, considering that there are Croats and Serbs there, who gave hundreds of thousands of lives throughout history to defend this territory from conquerors, or to keep it within their mother country. The Serbs in particular fear a Muslim hegemony in Bosnia in the future.


The Muslims are partial to the Croats but they want to have their own independent state and the majority of them believe that they are a separate nation. A minority feel they are Croats. They will try, which is normal, to take full control over Bosnia very soon. They intend to achieve this by increasing their birth rate. This is yet another delusion, because the Croats and the Serbs will also try to do the same thing, and the competition will lead us all to an ever greater misery and poverty. At the moment, the birth rate of the Muslims is higher than that of the Croats and the Serbs, because they are better organised in that sense through their religion. As the Serbs and the Croats are now well organised as nations, their birth rates will also rise.


The Muslims see Bosnia as their own /state/ more than the Serbs and the Croats do, who have their own national states. We should understand this, because after the withdrawal of the Turks, they stayed here on the Balkans on their own between two different faiths and nations. The influence of Islam is so strong that they will not admit that they are Croats or Serbs, because it is a rule in this region that Croats are Catholics and Serbs are Orthodox Christians. The real truth is that the Muslims are part of the Croatian and Serbian people and they are Slavs by origin. 


The most important thing, however, is how they feel.


Religion has a great influence on the Muslims in the sense that they have kept their distance from both the Serbian and the Croatian nationalities. They have managed to make national what is religious. The Serbs and the Croats have contributed to this distance by their constant quarrels, centuries of accusations and chicanery. 


On the other hand, what nation would allow, as these two nations - the Croats and the Serbs - have allowed, a religion to alienate from it several million people, who are disappearing from these nations and taking with them their national territory. I am referring here to BH /Bosnia and Herzegovina/ as a whole. Part of Bosnia belongs to the Muslims as an established nation.


These are all serious contradictions, which we must resolve persistently and peacefully.


At the moment, the Muslims fear any chopping up of Bosnia, because they assume that it is possible for the Serbs and the Croats to divide Bosnia and Herzegovina into two parts without recognising the Muslims as a nation - as a separate people. This must not happen.


The initiative to divide Bosnia should be in the hands of all three of the peoples. The Muslims might have all of Bosnia and Herzegovina for themselves as a national state, which would be unjust, only if the Serbs and the Croats go to war with each other again, which at this moment (the beginning of 1991) is to be expected. This would be a genuine disaster for the Serbs and the Croats. 


SERBS, CROATS AND MUSLIMS,


THE PARTITION OF BOSNIA


The Serbs and the Croats need to be told that we should all recognise the Muslims as a nation (Bosnians - Bosniaks) or as a people, and that they are entitled to their national territory in a part of Bosnia. This is very difficult for many Serbs and Croats. They find it difficult to reconcile themselves to this, because it has always been asserted that the Muslims are all really Croats or all really Serbs.


Based on this, it would be possible to divide Bosnia and Herzegovina into two parts at a specific moment. This cannot be done. Many Serbs and Croats will think that giving the central part of Bosnia to the Muslims would mean losing Serbo-Croatian territory because the Serbo-Croatian or Croato-Serbian language has been spoken there for a thousand years.


This is not a loss, because the Muslims originate from these two peoples and they have established themselves as a separate nation. This is the reality. Let the Bosniaks have their Bosnian language, their culture and their territory.


The central part of Bosnia belongs to the Muslims in a historic sense too, so let this be their national state. It should be about one third of Bosnia according to the existing borders. This is the most beautiful and most densely populated part of Bosnia. This is the truth, but let it be so, because, in addition to the part of Bosnia and Herzegovina that belongs to them, the Serbs and the Croats also have their own Croatia and Serbia, while the Muslims have nothing but that part of Bosnia.


The point should be made to the Croats and the Muslims that the Serbs’ right to the eastern part of Bosnia must be recognised, because the Serbs are entitled to that part of Bosnia based on their numbers and historical arguments. This creates a balance in the sense that Serbia will not raise the issue of the territory in western Bosnia, where the Serbs are in the majority, and that the issue of the Republic of Krajina will not be raised.


Once some sort of agreement on Yugoslavia is reached with Serbia, the conditions will be in place that will make it possible to settle relations long term between the Croats and the Serbs in Croatia and Bosnia. It will be necessary to encourage some sort of peaceful well-intentioned resettlement in order to partly realise the well-known efforts that all Serbs should live in a single state. One should bear in mind the fact that no matter where Croats or Serbs live, they want their national state to prosper. They are always prepared to sacrifice themselves for that.


The point should be made to the Muslims and the Serbs that the western part of Bosnia should be returned to the Republic of Croatia through an agreed partition, in order to enable again, in part at least, the compactness and integrity of the Croatian territory. The Serbs and the Muslims are in the majority in this part of Bosnia, but this is, actually, historically Croatian territory, just as Kosovo is Serbian, although the Serbs are only a small minority there. In addition to this, some 900,000 Croats live within the existing borders of Bosnia. I will substantiate my claim that Bosnia is historically Croatian territory with some facts.

WHAT WOULD CROATS, MUSLIMS AND SERBS GAIN THROUGH THE PARTITION OF BOSNIA


The Muslims, the Croats and the Serbs alike will gain (and not lose) from a division of Bosnia and Herzegovina into three parts.


The Muslims would gain their national territory which they will continue to call the Republic of Bosnia. The majority of the population there would be Islamic - Muslims, whose nationality would be Bosnian or Bosniak. After the partition of Bosnia and partial resettlement of the Croats and the Serbs encouraged over the long term, this name would come naturally into use when they have their national Republic of Bosnia, where they are in the great majority and which is recognised by the Croats and the Serbs as their national territory. They will have their Bosnian (Bosniak) language there. The /other/ two nations will recognise that part of Bosnia (the central part) as Muslim national territory only if an agreement is reached on dividing Bosnia into three parts. The Serbs and the Croats will never recognise the entire current territory of BH /Bosnia and Herzegovina/ as Muslim national territory even if their birth-rate is so high that they comprise 90% of the population in the future. This is a truth that both the Serbs and the Croats must say publicly and openly at some point. 


In that Central Bosnia, in addition to the Islamic population - the Muslims, whose nationality is Bosnian/Bosniak, there would still be some Christian population, Catholics and Orthodox Christians, who are of the Croatian or Serbian nationality.


The Croats would also be accomplishing their centuries-long aspirations for territorial integrity and a compact Republic of Croatia by returning the western part of Bosnia, as historically Croatian territory, to the Republic of Croatia. The Republic of Croatia is almost split in two by the current borders.


By creating a Muslim national state of Bosnia in the central part of the current Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia would ensure excellent cooperation with this Republic in all fields. Besides, the Serbs and Serbia would also be satisfied with this partition, which would promote peace and better cooperation between the Serbs in Croatia and the Croats.


The Serbs would accomplish their centuries-long aspirations to expand Serbia beyond the Drina River towards Bosnia and Herzegovina, certain parts of which were historically Serbian territory. Through this partition and by encouraging, over the long run, a partial resettlement, the Serbs would realise their efforts that all Serbs could live in a single state. It is impossible to annex Krajina to Serbia all the way across Bosnia. The Serbs know this, so they are insisting on Yugoslavia through which they want to realise their ideas of Greater Serbia. This can no longer go on like this.


Even if some sort of third Yugoslavia is established by force as a centralised federal state, it will just disintegrate because two thirds of the population would be dissatisfied and act destructively instead of constructively. 


The Serbs should therefore aim for a modern democratic Serbia, and not for Yugoslavia as Serboslavia. 


Serbia must once and for all round off its national territory and try to bring back a large number of the Serbs from abroad. Especially with the Croats and Muslims in the future there should be the firmest possible connections because of the same language and so many things in common. This will be feasible after the territorial partition and partial resettlement based on the total equality and independence of each nation. 


The Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina are, unfortunately, arming themselves intensively now. In a civil war, weapons cannot bring a long-term solution, they can only mean loss. 


RESETTLEMENT


How to proceed with resettlement?

Resettlement should be organised only after a civilised agreement has been reached based on arguments which would justify it as a means to provide a better future for all the nations. Nobody should feel the pressure to resettle, but everybody should be given the opportunity to do so. Some will be eager to, others will not even consider it.


Exchange (resettlement) of the population should be organised in such a way and in such numbers that the Serbs have an absolute majority in all the municipalities in the eastern (Serbian) part of Bosnia, the Bosniaks/Muslims have the same in the central (Bosniak/Muslim) part of Bosnia, and the Croats have the same in the western (Croatian) part of Bosnia.


In order to arrive at the number of citizens and the municipalities from which they should be exchanged, we use tables showing the population per municipality (see tables 1, 2 and 3 in the previous text).


Resettlement would be conducted on a long-term basis (about five years) in phases.


Phases of resettlement


Well-intentioned resettlement of the population encouraged by financial incentives would be conducted in three phases:

Phase I: Exchange of Croats from the eastern (Serbian) part of Bosnia for Serbs from the western (Croatian) part of Bosnia.

Phase II: Exchange of Bosniaks/Muslims from the western part of Bosnia for Croats from the central (Bosniak/Muslim) part of Bosnia.

Phase III: Exchange of Serbs from the central (Bosniak/Muslim) part of Bosnia for Bosniaks/Muslims from the central (Serbian) part of Bosnia.


Phase I of the exchange of the population:


Based on the tabular overview of the population it can be concluded that it is necessary to exchange 106,000 Croats from the eastern part of Bosnia for 106,000 Serbs from the western part of Bosnia to ensure that there are no municipalities in eastern Bosnia where the Croats have an absolute majority, and that there are no municipalities in the western - Croatian - part of Bosnia where the Serbs have an absolute majority.


Explanation:


The Croats already have an absolute majority in the Livno, Tomislavgrad, Posu{je, Li{tica, Grude, Ljubu{ki, ^itluk and ^apljina municipalities. Exchange of 106,000 Croats from eastern Bosnia for 106,000 Serbs from western Bosnia would be carried out as presented in the table below (table no. 4)

Table of resettlement in two directions by agreement between municipalities (table number 4)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MUNICIPALITY

Number of Serbs
MUNICIPALITY
Number of Croats

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bosanski Novi

15,000


Br~ko


15,000

Bosanska Gradi{ka
20,000


Tuzla


20,000

Bosanski Petrovac
  6,000


Ora{je


  6,000

Bosanska Dubica

11,000


Br~ko


11,000

Prijedor

  5,000


Trebinje

  2,000






Stolac


  3,000

Klju~

  5,000


Ora{je


  5,000

Titov Drvar

  8,000


Stolac


  3,500






@ivinice

  4,500

Bosansko Grahovo
  8,000


Bosanski [amac
  8,000

Glamo~

  7,000


Bosanski [amac
  7,000

Kupres

  1,000


Lopare


  1,000

Mrkonji} Grad

12,000


Lukavac

  2,500






Tuzla


  4,000






Srebrenik

  2,500

[ipovo

  8,000


Ora{je


  8,000

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOTAL:       106,000




          106,000


After the first phase of the resettlement, Serbs will not have a majority in any municipality in the western (Croatian) part of Bosnia, and likewise, Croats will not have a majority in any municipality in the eastern (Serbian) part of Bosnia.



Phase II of the exchange of the population:


It can be seen from the tabular overview of the population per municipality that there can be a well-intentioned resettlement, encouraged by financial incentives, of 170,000 Muslims from the western (Croatian) part of Bosnia to the central (Muslim) part of Bosnia, and of 170,000 Croats from the central to the western (Croatian) part of Bosnia. 

Table of resettlement in two directions by agreement between municipalities (table no. 5)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MUNICIPALITY
Number of Bosniaks
MUNICIPALITY
Number of Croats



(Muslims)


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Velika Kladu{a
25,000


Bugojno

  5,000







Zenica


10,000







Travnik

10,000

Cazin


30,000


Kakanj


10,000







Vare{


  7,500







Vitez


  5,000







Novi Travnik

  7,500

Biha}


20,000


Kiseljak

  5,000







Konjic


  5,000







Prozor


  5,000







Sarajevo

  5,000

Bosanska Krupa
20,000


Od`ak


10,000







Doboj


10,000

Prijedor

40,000


Banjaluka

20,000







Bosanski Brod

10,000







Mostar


10,000

Sanski Most

25,000


Jajce


10,000







Maglaj


  5,000







Kotor Varo{

  5,000







Te{anj


  5,000

Klju~


10,000


Modri~a

  5,000







@ep~e


  2,500







Neum


  2,500

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


TOTAL:       170,000




          170,000

After the second phase of the exchange of the population, the Croats will have an absolute majority in all municipalities in the western (Croatian) part of Bosnia (table no. 5).



Phase III of the exchange of the population:



It can be seen from the tabular overview that it is possible for the Serbian population to be in the majority in all municipalities in the eastern (Serbian) part of Bosnia if an agreement is reached to exchange 194,000 Serbs, who would cross over to the east, for 194,000 Muslims, who would cross over to the central (Muslim) part of Bosnia.

Table of resettlement in two directions by agreement between municipalities (table no. 6)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MUNICIPALITY
Number of Bosniaks
MUNICIPALITY
Number of Serbs 




(Muslims)



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Zvornik

10,000


Srbac


10,000

Kladanj

  4,000


Lakta{i


  4,000

Bratunac

  4,000


Bosanska Gradi{ka
  4,000

Vlasenica

  3,000


Derventa

  3,000

Olovo


  6,000


Skender Vakuf
  6,000

Rogatica

  4,000


Prnjavor

  4,000

Vi{egrad

  5,000


Lakta{i


  5,000

Gora`de

10,000


Sarajevo

10,000

^ajni~e

  2,000


Maglaj


  2,000

Fo~a


  5,000


Srbac


  5,000

Banovi}i

10,000


Mrkonji} Grad

10,000

Lukavac

15,000


^elinac

10,000







Bosanski Brod

  5,000

Gra~anica

15,000


Mostar


15,000

Srebrenik

15,000


Doboj


15,000

Grada~ac

15,000


Tesli}


15,000

Br~ko


10,000


Ilija{


10,000

Kalesija

11,000


Modri~a

11,000

Tuzla


20,000


Zenica


20,000

@ivinice

20,000


Banjaluka

20,000

Srebrenica

10,000


Ilid`a


10,000

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


TOTAL:        194,000




          194,000



Explanation:



Bearing in mind that the Croats would move to the west from the eastern (Serbian) part of Bosnia in the first phase of the exchange, then the Serbs would already have an absolute majority before the beginning of the third phase of the exchange in the following municipalities in the eastern part of Bosnia: Bijeljina, Ugljevik, Lopare, [ekovi}i, Han Pijesak, Sokolac, Pale, Rudo, Kalinovik, Nevesinje, Gacko, Bile}a, Ljubinje, Trebinje, Ora{je and Bosanski [amac.



After the first phase of resettlement, the number of Serbs in Br~ko would increase by 24,000, then in Srebrenica by 2,329 and in Lukavac by 2,569. That is why it was possible to plan the exchange of the Serbian and the Muslim population as presented in the table above (table no. 6).



After the exchange, the Serbs would have an absolute majority in all municipalities in the eastern (Serbian) part of Bosnia, the Bosniaks (Muslims) would have an absolute majority in all municipalities in the central (Muslim) part of Bosnia. Resettlement would be done through the advertisement section of newspapers intended for this purpose, and it would be encouraged by offering financial incentives, and would take about five years. 



Financial incentives would always be offered by the two sides: the Serbian and Croatian, the Serbian and Bosniak (Muslim), and the Croatian and Bosniak (Muslim) sides.



Normal, gradual resettlement of the population in all directions went on in the past and is still going on. Resettlement should be promoted and encouraged by financial incentives in a certain way in the directions as described in the text and shown on the map, and normal independent resettlement in all directions should still be allowed, just as it is allowed in all cultures and civilised societies. 



Map of resettlement in phases 


First, the borders would be drawn and BH partitioned among its three state-building peoples. The Muslims would have their territory in the central part with 1,972,303 citizens. According to the 1991 census, there are 1,905,000 Muslims in Bosnia.



This proposal (according to the map) and elaborated details may change over the long term so that the central, eastern and western parts of Bosnia are enlarged or reduced in size. This is a task for the experts, but there should be no great changes to this proposal.


/map of BH:/ first phase of resettlement




106,000 Croats




106,000 Serbs




second phase of resettlement 




170,000 Muslims




170,000 Croats




third phase of resettlement




194,000 Serbs




194,000 Muslims

Population in the partitioned Bosnia after partial well-intentioned resettlement

Western Croatian

Central



Eastern

part of Bosnia


Bosniak


Serbian part

25 municipalities

Muslim


of Bosnia

862,480 citizens

part of Bosnia


37 municipalities

Croats - 456,314

47 municipalities

1,229,926 citizens

Muslims - 119,475

1,972,303 citizens

Serbs - 725,304

Serbs - 194,311

Muslims - 1,063,570

Muslims - 402,496

Yugoslavs - 69,065

Croats - 253,134

Croats - 1,090




Serbs - 404,118

Yugoslavs - 185,546





Yugoslavs - 197,160

WHAT IF THE TERRITORY OF BOSNIA IS NOT PARTITIONED?
If an agreement is not reached to divide Bosnia in this way, and if everybody insists on having it their own impossible way, then there will be a civil war. 
If a civil war does not break out now and Bosnia is not partitioned, then after a certain period of time, conflicts will start again.

If the territory of Bosnia is not partitioned, the Croats will always be going on about and demanding all of Bosnia as their historical heritage, treating the Muslims as Croats who converted to Islam only under pressure from the Turks, and will only recognise the territory “beyond the Drina river” as Serbian.  

Western spheres of interest will always be emphasised, according to the agreement reached between the superpowers in Yalta. The Serbs will always be told about the hospitality the Croats showed them when they were fleeing from the Turks and will be treated as a snake in the heart of Croatia.  

The Muslims will always insist that all of Bosnia and Herzegovina should be theirs, because the Serbs and the Croats have their national states but the Muslims do not.

The Serbs will always be trying to join the entire Krajina and municipalities with Serbian population in Croatia to Serbia, regardless of the will of the other nations on whose territory they live. That is why confrontations leading to an armed conflict are inevitable in these regions. Any confrontation would lead to the weakening of all three peoples. In the eyes of Europe, we are primitive peoples who are constantly going at each other. We should finally come to an agreement which would be in the interest of us all.

Let Croatia have the Autonomous Province of Western Bosnia and let Serbia have the Autonomous Province of Eastern Bosnia and Sand`ak. Let us encourage the resettlement of Muslims to central Bosnia from eastern and western Bosnia, as well as from Sand`ak, if some people really want to resettle, as well as the resettlement of Serbs from western Bosnia to eastern Bosnia. Let Croats from eastern and central Bosnia move (those who want to) to the west.

I doubt that this resettlement will ever be carried out, or that it will be necessary. This text, however, should demonstrate that it is possible. Partition and resettlement are a better solution than a civil war.

/for numbers see original/





/for numbers see original/





/for numbers see original/  
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