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I arrived in Rwanda in November 1993, but I had been in
Rwanda for a period of two Weeks in“Aﬁgust 1993 for the UN
Technical Reconnaissance Mission with a multi-disciplinary
team from the UN under General Dallaire. During the
reconnaissance mission, we had meetings with both parties
Lo clarify aspects and the interpretation of the Arusha
Peace Agreement. Pasteur Bizimungu led the RPF délegation
and Colonel Bagosora led the RGF delegation. Thers wera a
number of FAR representatives at these meezings, but

Colonel Bagosora was the primary stokasman for the RGF. He

did most of :zhe SE-fLnZ. T T Zszzllsziicn zni shs oamhas

Temeers of the RGT SE_%Z2I1:In Zsefsrrzss o-- -

My assignment in Rwanda was =-- -= Sh® E33istant -ilizazs

assistant to Generzl Tzl z:-=z AEEutiEs nmpiiodas TIszzrincz
-his personal correarondence, o §aniz;:: TeeIinzs. Tre

and  receiving reports, corre;pondence, and  SIixzss,

coordinating General Dallaires’ schedule, a;kihg his

appointments and any other.duty or task he assigned to me.

General Dallaire was also assisted by a military assistant

(LCol Farid from Bangladesh) and an ADC (Capt deKant until
”_ K4

March 1994 then Capt van Putten, both .from the

Netherlandsyf-rhe ADT et 0w Lhe Gene ~:etings

N
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On occasion or in his absence I replaced

and took notes.
the ADC and took minutes for the General, but this did not

hapoen very often

I arrived in Rwanda on Monday, 29 November 1993, During

that week a number of individuals wers killed in Nor:thn

Western Rwanda under hostile circumstances and a number of

children had gone missing in the Volcano Mountains. The
General and the ADC with a patrel of Tunisians searched an
area of the mouﬁtains on WednesZay bpu:t fcund nothing. On
Friday, tae Tunisians rsportai --as ey nad lccazsi oths
Sccies of the chilirsn anmsd coa ozmi_e ottms o ozelo =_2v=s ==Z
~ad Zeen evacuatsl z: Ranengerl nIszizzl. SsngrE. Ca2llslrs
tasxed me to investigats the maszszz--= Di-fmElEs Tootns
Volcano Mountains, wme: =Hs Tumisians oz-= TIITTZEnIsI nEo
and 2 lac. number of civili: - who claimes t- e Iriszsnis
and relatives of the children. After a leng walk up a

mountain we found the bodies of the children. Each had been
strangled by a rope because sthere was a burn mark around
their neck. The girls had been sexually molested. Some of
the children had been 'struck on the head with a blunt
instrument. The civilians identified the children by name.

” X' 4
In the area of the bodies was a glove of the same material

pattern as that worn by the RP'. (he ~ 1 ivilians
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to"gs through a UNAMiR Rwandese press officer. Based cn his
translation from Kinvarwanda to French and Englisha, they

supposedly accused the RPF df the massacrs. I was extremely
suspicious of the way in which this man tranéla:ed my
questions and was even more suspicious later on the way
home when he gave me a long dialogue on the evils of the
RPF and the merits of .the RGF which displayed a lack of

neutrality. The civilians refused to touch the bodies or to

help us to evacuate the bodies down the mountain. As it was

approaching darkness, I mace tHe decision to leavs the
bcdiss z2n7f rz-— -8 T8XIT TIrminc znd rzsoecae Them, I E-3
TST WEDT Iz Zz ~iz-zka- SCTINT ot Itz o lmzzi-s zZz=r
=2IX a3 thers wsrsz -Sumavaus S- EITEEnT Zsfs=nsiovs zosizoaos
at the base of tre TCLnTalns ani tihs ztliisrz owaws mEroos
after the week's 8¥Venis. AT nhs Zzss z2f === ToLnmTe I V=
met a RGF patrol ted by a LCsl who identified nimssll zs

chie RGF com&anual“,; the area. We .iijoiwed the Lcél of the

names of the children, what we had discovered and that we

would return the next day §o recover the bodies of the

children to return to theirvfamilies. We told the civilians

Lo meet us the next morning to recover the bodies. We then

went to Ruhengeri Hospital to see the girl who was in a
w

. ~ )
coma and suffering spasms from brain damage.  She was

possibly 6 years and had been raped and struel . 7 head
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with a blunt instrument 1like the base of a knife or
bayonet. She was under UN gdard and the local Doctor stated
she had severe brain damage énd would die if she were not
evacuated to Europe by the Red Cross. We then returned to
Kigali. Before we could contact the Red Cross the next

morning she had died.

Upon return that evening to Kigali, I reportsd the facts to

General Dallaire. I also offered my suspicisn =haz i: was
nCT Tng REFY who nad committed the murdsrs. zut razthar zhs
Snly & sniTt Zistancs awal whErsas 3hs R3T would have nad
TS SITEVE. =2_TIsT LI0 KXi.cmeters, gower scms of ths rouzghes:
TeIXrain In e wirld, torcuzt o tnick Zsresst without roads,
to get to the lccatizn cf the massacra. In addition, each
victim had been straicl~ A the commandos =~ a colored

P

cord around their waist, which could account for the burn

marks on the children’s necks. Also, the commandoé carried

knives with round metal bases, which would account for the

indentations on the skulls of the children who had been

struck on the head. General Dallaire tasked the Tuhisians

to recover the bodies the next day (Saturday). When the
. r. w

Tunisians returired to the rendezvous the next day, there

were mno government soldiers and only one civili: s weis =i
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was recognized as the father of the dead boy in the group.
As they retraced our route on a very narrow path, the man
stepped on a landmine. Despite first aid he later died. The
patrol was cancelled and General Dallaire ordered the
Belgian Contingent engineers to examine the remnants of the
mine, which they identified as a type used by the RGF. It
is inconceivable to me that a group of almost 50 perscns on
Friday could traverse this trail up and down and not
detonate the mine. It was my suspicicn <tnzT k2

o SIS SIS -1

InE mvestizaTicon I Tns site was cancelled

Arzuni The same tTime. W= 2.3z nal o investigate two other
incidents ccncernins Turizrs ci cther moderate members of
the MRND in the Ruhengeri/Giseryi -~vea. I was not invalved

in these investigations. General wvallaire proposed a joint
investigation by members of the political and military
staff of UNAMIR with representééives of the RGF and RDF to .y
investigate this entire series of incidents to determine
who was responsible for these killings. All sides agréé&
and UNAMIR and the RPF rapidly appointed members of the

r. v
board of inquiry but the RGF consistently procrastinated on

-

appointing 'its. members to the board. As a result of
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delays the Board did not commencé its investigation until
January 1994 and it did npt complete its investigation
until March 1994. By then considerable time had passed and
with the political tensions of the period the bocard could
not uncover who was responsible for the actions. The UNAMIR
military meﬁber of.the board (LCol Farid) informed me that
he suspected that'RGF extremists and soldiers had conducted

™ T

the assassinations of moderate members of the MRND. Thare

Bt TR N S G ol

T wae T .

“iite Arusha Accords contained an agreement to have a RPF
Battalion and RPF officials stationed in Kigali to
establish the Broad Based Transitional Government and to
provide close protection to their officials. In order™ to
achieve this goal, General Dallaire wanted to implement a
'Qrogram that" would guarantee the RPF’s security or at least

r. v :
‘minimize the risk of violence between the two belligerents.

+

He': therefore iniriated the negotiations for the KWSA or /4
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Kigali Weapons Secure Area Agreement in December 1993 asc ab
precursor to the movement of_the RPF delegation and escort
Lo Kigali known as OPERATION CLEAN CORRIDOR. Colonel
Marchal conducted the initial negotiations, which
established the framework of the agreement.- General
Dallaire conducted ‘the negotiations to finalize the
agreement while Col Marchal completed the planning for

CLEAN CORRIDOR. I was one of the officers present when the

negotiations commenced after lunch and wen:z w=ll ==
TiImizht. Colcmel Zzgcsora and our RGF Liaiscn 28fi-as
-Z-cmsl RwalZaliniz rarrssented thet RGF side. The =:=7
Ss_=zatlon was lLed by Andraw RQigamba accempanied DU
severa. 3RPF o2if:rcars Zz_cmel Bagosora did most of the

ne of the major obstacles to the

agreeme:"; . the 1issue of +ogsession of woioons by
3

civiliaust  ine personnel of certain private security

companies (such as "“Cobra”) had been allowed to carry

weapons without registratiofi: Colonel Bagosora insisted

that they should be allowed to continue carrying weapons.

General Dallaire and the RPF insisted that all weapons in

the hands of civilians should be secured and the weapons of
r. w

legitimate security forces like the RGF and Gendarmerie had

“v monitored. After considerable discussion during which F/
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General Dallaire refused to concede on this demand, Colonel
Bagosora finally conceded. He had nevertheless strongly
pursued the position that unofficial security forces should
be allowed to be armed. Once the KWSA was signed we wers
ablevto conduct Operation Clean Corridér and move the RPF
delegation and their escort to Kigali where they were
installed under our supervision and guard in the CND

complex. The next task was to formally establisn through

swearing in oI the Brcad Based Transitional GCGovarnmsns
(833737 23 sztigpulzcel In thes Arushz Peace Agreemsnt s -hacs
< 3 Jamizrs LEi2 I wss &t the  pariiamenc  for ==
Swearinz-Lr-Izr=-cznc I thns  33TG. Theres wers numerous
orctleTs that Zav, fscauss a serieé of demonstrations took
place to preven: 1. . elegates from the. LANDO wing/af el

‘.

Liber;l Party i_o.yetting into the parliament buildings.
The Presidential Guard Commander was preventing Lando’s
delegates from entering the GND and was letting in only the
delegates of the Mugenzi wing who were not recognized by
the RPF. The situation“finally ended in a series of riots
and only the'President was swog@%?n and the ceremonies were

> . R4

terminated without the establishment of the BBTG.

ik -
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From this date there were periods of riots, inirequent
ethnic attacks, grenade attacks and other increasingly
violent acts on a frequent basis as the political situation
stalemated. The security situation continually deteriorated

phﬁcéughout the first quarter of 1994.

ghamwe leader informed Captain

i ' Frank Claeys (UNAMIR Military Information Officer), one oI

and 10 Belgian sc_diers. I clearly remember thz ~uoTzsr ol
Zelgians wnc were to be killed becéuse, on 7 Azril l:iz-.
2xacTliv IIZ2T nuTmTesr ware killed.A Subsequentl:y, o wv=rzlilv
=e zr=dibi1lity cf che informer, oné of our officers (Capt
Deme-Senegal) went with him ‘@nd identified. the location of
a cache and confirmed that-. Japons, a‘tmmunition andK grenades
were hidden at least at one location. The building was the
MRND Party Headgquarters, which was located in a building
owned by General Augustin Ndindiliyimana. The informer told
Capt Claeys that there were four méjof locations of arms
caches, and that he was unqsr a'great deal of pressure from

the President of the MRND Party to distribute the weapons.
e e vinformer” © tAld Capt Claeys that they had a ver// 1v‘&)
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well organized system of commﬁnication and that orders were
disseminated from top to bottom in a pyramid fashion. He
stated the Tutsis were being targeted for killing and he
could noﬁ support killing innocent people. While he clearly
stated he hated the RPF, he did not support widespread
killing of innocent civilians. He stated the organizatioﬁ
of killing was well’ advanced and that on order a 1000
Tutsis could be killed in 20 minutes. He also stated

members of the Interhamwe had been and still were under

training at Gabiro and Bigogwe Army Camps by the RGF. This
inizrmazizn rzise our suspicions that the RGF/FAR was
=oTivEln Izigsrating wikhn arming  and training ot
8TernaTee, zni thet othos gSouli onlvobelundertaken wizh
Sugzzrs IzzT Ihe o izz oof the milizary znd the ministry of
Zzfzrsz I cfrszzred thAs repzrt thzt CGeneral Dallaire
agproved and ssnt to UNNsw Yore 7 rsport contained the
information the informant had p: .. Lo us aloné with the

UNAMIR intention to conduct cordon and search operations to
seize the 1illegal weapons inm accordance with the Kigali
Weapon Secure Area Agreement. UN HQ in New York cancelled
the operations.

”~. K" 4
At first, General Dallaire, Capt Claeys and myself were

vervioooatploious of 4 qer and thought he c¢ould be C;/



S F

enticing us into a trap to embarrass, discredit or provoke
UNAMIR. Howevef, when our officer confirmed the presence of
arms, at least at one location, and after the informer
provided Capt Claeys with a video recording of a rally,
where he demonstrated an important role within the
Interhamwe organization, we believed the information he
gave us was true. The informant told Capt Claeys to be very
discreet regarding his collaboration because, according to
him, UNAMIR had been infiltrated and one of our Franco-
frican UN officials was passing information to the RGF and

2.2 Intsrnamwe through the President of the MRND. It was

Z_.:2. =suszzct=2d that the Gendarmeriss hai keen infiltrates
2=Z L% SCTe Casas was agiively suppertins the Interhamwe.
COGEICLIVIRILwAtR She amfarsaatad  an MG doRs Lo i A s {E  WaS
Toashoer. i Tleax wns o iiwer Zoulfiiesias IT wzz =zxtremely
..... 5 )

difZiCu.Z TC conduct Jcint creraticns i2ader and a

force that was wunder considerable sus..cion of being
actively in collaboration with the Interhamwe.
e
The informant requested protection' for himself and his
family, exchange of his Rwandese currency for foreign
capital and passports and transportation to a friendly
T

western nation. UN HQ could not provide the above.demands

cand . the | ind

w7 broke vOﬁf“jfi'ZQCt with wus. However,

11/27
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increasingly other information, reports and SITRIPs frem
other sources was received that indicated that something
serious was about to happen. This information paralleled
the continual deterioration in the security situation.
Grenade blasts which had occurred at a rate of one per week‘
in January became several per night by March. There were
also attacks on UNAMIR installations (i.e. Kigali Sector
Headquarters), patrols (i.e. an ambush outside Kigali in
Feb) and personnel (i.e. two UNMO’s mugged in Kigali) in
addition to attacks on innocents (i.e. a tutsi family at

1n= T 1 January) and moderate officials (i.e. a grenads

0"]
)
o}
a1
c
o
H
~
vl
oS

B .22 fron0 vacation in late February 1994.. mwvi- “he very
day that Gatabazi the Minisﬁer of S;qial Affaii;.ag ﬁ@mbe:‘b.
cf the PSD and a well-known and highly vocal moderate hutui
leader) was assassinated. I.. just arrived at our house,
which was very near Gatabazi’s house, and suddenly I heard
a large volume of automatic fire followed by single shots.
I believed our house was under attack and I reported the
”. W
attack to Force Headquarters by telephone. After I hung up,

the phone rang and ... s Gatabazi =« - ‘iat he had been wg)u;

12/27



ambushed on his way home and that persons were trying to
kill him. I telephoned the information to Foxrce
Headquarters. General Dallaire and an escort of Belgian
soldiers arrived and at his home discovered he had died

from his wounds 'in his living room.

This assassination initiated a week of rioting in the city.
In late February 1994, a UNAMIR escorted RPF convoy from
Mulindi was ambushed by persons unknown near tne Quadaffi
crossroads. One ‘RPF soldier was fatally wounded in the

==z znd another body of a Rwandese civilian was fcunc

m22r o= 2Tzush site

Inoszcsrdance s with. o Ths o Higaiio We=spcons dscTars ~Iss
2zrssment, which UNAMIE nzi nmsgcooiztsl o ZsTermZsr LEEC
w' i the RGF and RPT. INAMIR was entit_si CTZ Zericim s=7°
operations in collaboration with the Gendarmeris. The L.:-.

operation was not a success. There were many prcblems of
command, control, communicatien, logistics and‘cocrdination
by the Gendarmefie. A second operation was planned for the
morning of 7 April 1994 but, given the situation, this

operation did not take place.
" “w
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On the evening of 6 April, I was with General Dallaire and
the ADC, Captain Robert Van Putten,'at our home. We had
just finished supper around 8:00PM when it was reported
from the airport over the Force HQ radio net tha- thers had
been a loud explosion in the area of Kigali Airgort. This
started a large volume of radio and telephone traffic as we
attempted to clarify the situation. At first we were
informed that an ammunition depot at Camp Kanombe had
exploded but later we were told that it was an airplane
crash. Subsequently, we were informed that the Dresident’s
z-zn= nad feen scheduled to return from Dar Es Salam and
= T=z° =zzvs [keen the Presidents plane. General
Zz__2.7= :zxisr=Z Xizali Sector to- dispatch a patfol to

-2I22= =nZ sscurs ths crash site. At approximately 10:008M,

i

1

R e cz1. ZIrz— - Col Rwabalinda, the RGF liaison

cituTey | Tur neadzuariers. ko informed us of a meeting

PR i = DU i )

at the RGF EHeadquarters and requested General Dallaire

attend the meeting. We were also receiving phone calls

requesting information from mdbderate leaders like PM Agathe

and Mr Lando etc.

The three of us ‘proceeded by vehicle to RGF Headquarters.
B r‘. "
There . was very little movement on the streets although

e

. s . ;. o ‘
reports were coming °Sn over il ..c-o%e i Presict {{E
: L . . ;‘
|

14/27



{COs) of the Gencdarmerie (Augustin Ndindiliyimarna;, oo

Sl %>

Guards firing at vehicles and establishing roadblcéks. We
did not encounter any threat on our way to the RGF
Headquarters. When we arrived at the Headquarters, we were
ushered to a conference room. In the compound were many
armed soldiers and some armorsd vehicles. What surpxrised me

is that their weapons appeared to be brand new RF4/Galil

assault rifles, which I had never seen the RGF forces

equipped with before. This raised the question how these
weapons had come to Rwanda since the KWSA agreement was in

effect. The armored vehicles belonged to the Reconnaissance

0

n
b
]

ficers were seated i-
Zzicnel Bagosora at the “center and wizh Chios
left. We sat at the end of the semi;circle and oﬁé officer
sat next to me. Besides Colonel Bagosora, the COS
Gendarmerie and an officer Is believed to be the G3 of the
Army, I did not recognize the other officers. The only
person who spoke during the meeting for the RGF was Cdionel
Bagosora and a short statement at the end by the COS

L
Gendarmerie. The other officers deferred to  Colonel

15/27

- Bagosora who spoke for them. : : Ei}yf7



Bagasora opened the meeting by stating that the Prssident’s

plane had crashed at Kigali Airport and that the COS Army

in addition to others was on board. Bagasora asksd General
Dallaire " Who should take Power”? He did not wait for an
answef and stated that these officers representad the Army
and the Gendarmerie and should take power for the country

and for peace. He requested General Dallaire’s apvroval and

ccllaboration. General Dallaire emphasized that thars was a
legitimate government under the PM Agathe and that only the

nzai cI state was Zead. Bagasora was adamant that the FPM
LD LI TnEvE Thasgppaedirslacy e gdverns the - ration. The
z2fZi2sr Z=2xT Tt —= Ta2Zsz =2 riie ccocmment about tﬁe FM Agathe.
FemeTsl TallsiTe o as4sd Wwny o dheoTadil Scatdion was no. longer
SrfadcasIins Lnm oFrench 2o ocnly o cLn invsrwanca, swhich we
could row understar : noTiadmdaryeron swer to his
question. General Dallairs confirmed‘thac the RGF Officers
believed that there was a power vacuum in the nation.
However, he continually emphasized that there was a
legitimate government in Rwanda led by Prime Minister

Agathe. Colonel Bagosoré as adamantly emphasized that there

‘was no legitimate governmeh&.
: o

v~
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At 11:07 PM, the officer who I thought was the G3 of the
army took a telephone call that confirmed that the

President of Burundi had been on the airplane. Colonel

[}

Bagosora continued his explanation that they (the group ©

3
4

officers) did not want permanent power but only to contro
the situation and someone should speak to the ‘nation.
General Dallaire emphasized that it should ke Prime

Minister Agathe. Colonel Bagosora categorically refused

stating that she no longer had any credibility. At 11:302M,

Gereral Dallaire telephoned Mr Booh-Booh, tne Special
Zzgrzssncative of the Secretary General of UNAMIR to proe:l
=-=— == =m=z ===zing. Zazm=ral Dallalre acterpIeld o g2t
Celonel ‘Sagiscre To ocalii :he'political leadérs ancd sollcit
~-z-» -w:izwz. Colcnel Bagosora refused to call the Frims
~nister. General Dallaire also emphasized ctha:t tnhs 2CEF

~roops should siiay in their horwzzcks and the Prasidential

v

Guard should be confined to their camp in ac;crdance with
the Kigali Weapons Secure Area Agreement. General Dallairs
emphasized that the Gendarmdrie should maintain law and
order. Weak assurances were receivedlthat this might happen
when the Chief of Staffiof the Gendarmerie stated he wanted
to send out four patro%g t%,var;ous locations in the city.

In my opinion, this was a weak assurance of the Gendarmerie

to maintain -law and order. General Dallaire and Colenal g/t

7

v
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Bagosora then proceeded by vehicle with the ADC to Mr Booh-
Booh’'s house. I stayed at the Rwandese Army HQ. While I
waited for General Dallaire to return I saw much personnel
movement 1in and around the HQ and witnessed one armored
vehicle leave the compound in violation of the Kigali
Weapons Secure Ares Agreement. At about this time Col

Marchal the Belgian Commander of Kigali Sector arrived at

the HQ. When General Dallaire returned at approximately /

1:00AM, he and Col Marchal went into another meeting with

Colcnel Bagosora and the officers that I did not attend.

vmen Tnsw emerged frxem the meeting, CGenmesral  Callzlrs
Trieres Tl o oErohEle o EEng izl asEtro s T E AZgatns s '
ot zdidress o= bt e tls Gaben FensszEl Zzllz:izs sT-oaszz=2
CoyeUEhiyT iz vfime TnEroTotrsTange  ciothe ¥ snegiino oo
cueoiadio staticn te the nmatisn o ToooRlm TTo ositustoco

At approximately» 2:00 AM, I proceeded with General Dallaire
and the ADC to Force Headquarters to f'ile a report to..New
York. At the Headquarters, I realized that I had forgotten
the ADC’s teléphon’ev book at the Rwandese Army HQ and the.
ADC and I returned to retrieve it. The streets were

S 4 w

deserted except for abandoned vehicles and the sounds of

sporadic gunfire. Near the Ministry 'A'o,.f Defense. we

T
L %s
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encountered a roadblock covered by an armored car of tre

recce battalion. The soldiers refused Lo permit us to  pass

and threatened us with their weapons. One soldier péinted
his rifle at me to emphasize that we would not be permitted

Lo go to Army HQ. We tried other rcutes but they weres all

blocked to the center of the city. This took clace at
approximately 4:00 AM. We then returned to the
headquarters.

Upen returning to Headquarters, I manned the poone in cths
Sengrals 2ifics. . Tha Poche was ringing gomtimuslly sz
~Sz-%5T= T: Figzali Sector, which was also supjected cTo
SSnTinizl Ells. Inmlv 7 officers out of 54 maée it intc our
neadruaroers o dus ko roadblocks, mobs and sporad’c violencs
through-h o e city. The cCu.ef (of Staff ug&raﬁions
supervised the command post and I manned the General’s
Phone, which was our only communications link to New York.

By early morning, we received reports that the Lando family

and other moderate leaders and their families had been

abducted by the Presidential Guard. We received reports of

r K

killings by 'ﬁilitia and military personnel .. Our Chief

sild htary Observer and his UNMO’s at Military Observer Group

/
d8/27
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HQ watched militia proceeding systematically in the area
surrounding their building, with lists in hand, killing
families in their homes. | We received reports that
roadblocks were preventing UNAMIR movement in the city. We
received a report that the patrol dispatched to secure the
crash site had been taken captive. For a period we were

confused between this patrol and the patrol that had been

sent to secure the PM Agathe. A large number of our

headquarters military and civilian personnel wera
unaccounted for and we attempted to confirm the locasien
5eia ol Mablints cf our hsadguarzers personnsl.

SoMErs IREISErEs Dl amadente s g gilaln i Ze_z1zn szlZi=rs
e Dssn Tgosassd End cRisitummes TuTows i imailasd mades o
We received a gz’ Excm UIF thai tnsy nad oa VIS .
location and. i, evacuation. We arzempred to send an

Armored Personnel Carrier but it was blocked from the

building. The VIP turned oyt to be PM Agathe who was

subsequently killed near UNDP. About midday, one of our

Armored Personnel Carriers returned to the HQ with PM

designate Faustin Twagiramungu. He had been saved by his
' ” w 3}

Gendarmerie guards and our APC patrol. He was provided

sancﬁ?f ..~ our Headquarters. Our headquarters was rapidly

ot
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filied with over 200 European and Rwandese civilians who
felt their lives were in danger. They reported killings of

moderates and Tutsi throughout the Remera area.

Our biggest problems were the absence of our headquarters

staff and the nature of our communications system. UNAMIR

rn

Force Headquarters did not have a direct line . ©

communication to our troops in the field and all

communications had to go through Kigal: Sector
Headcuarters, wnich was also short sctaffed and ovexr
Privsdesad. gitB oasnfaad ol wemare gL AL AnEoEmat ot na s TD22

T e e e e o iy s e - Ry - s s~ - v tne Tam~mmTS s~z
B o el it e 7o April, I ramaizmed  In ne Heacdcouartsrs
P P F AT e e T = - = S el et
=-swsrins tnhe telepncne -and assisting the CJC: CTzs oo

mrzing to account fex-mll of our personnsl. From my

machetes prowling the streets and attempting to block
access to our Headquarters and the stadium to people who

were attembting to flee to these locations. Our patrols

assisted where possible. That evening, General Dallaire

returned to Headquarters. We had not been in communication
\ ey
throughout the day, as he did not carry a radio. He

/

72lgian soldiers, who had been guarding.

7
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the PM, had been killed. He also reported that nis vehicle
had been deliberately ambushed on his return to HQ. We
worked until very late sending a report to New York. He

also had telephone conversations with New York.

The number of refugees at the stadium swelled throughout
the day and the days that followed until it reached almost
10,000 persons. On 8 April 1994 a large riotous mob of

hundreds of persons blocksed the entrance to the stadium

ar-es ~1Zi  TEIZihszss SLLTE sxZ oz zEdzciioel ~E2IZIIE
surrcunded the  sslgien [ LolT kb okl ERRt el i o e e zosx ZIL
feters away I watchsi zoizincsilazzs i zsooz ZslcoEnm osToCiss
engaged the crowd in dzalcgue. [ =70 RIm SNIIT SCTEINE LT
the crowd. I cannot confirwm = = WAS ac:~:;_ in ss_ 2

defence, deliberately or from panic. Firing broke ocut
simultaneously as the Belgiang opened fire into the air and
rushed the civilians into the compound. The mob dispersed

and the Belgian group climbed the stadium fence to get to

safety. . " (7

r_ ‘w ,‘ O
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From 8-10 April, my duties were to account for members of
the mission and coordinate the execution of the evacuation
plan. I led patrols to pickﬁp UN civilian staff. On these
patrols, we encountered increasing numbers of roadblocks.
There was a pattern to the manner in which they were
manned. Near the front line with the RPF they wer= manned
by soldiers, behind the line by Gendarmerie and well in the

rear by militia. The atmcsphere at the roadblocks varied.

Sometimes Iiniss Tannint them wars aggressive, and scmetimes

they l=2Iz =z zl:-s= TowEE ITTogElilEe nT DTl Rk manray

©f  TIwm SiToilt s2slnz Ir zEEEin: 0 tnTi_zh on_mareus
roadzlczcas 3

On. one. ofgas:ss arcousng 12 Azril. when we wsii 12 zZet zis

nuns in Remera, thers was a rcacdblock ar a:g:: I T=I=rs

from their residence and my driver migte's-mlv accelsracad
ingtiad of braking and thus ran the Iwuei .. <. When we came .

back, a para-commando soldier was at the roadblock with the
militia. It was obvious that’he was 1in charge and he very
aggressively questioned our nationality. He stated‘that if
we were Belgian they would have “eaten our flesh and drank

our blood”. After negotiation, he allowed us to proceed to

_ e ;
the convent. The civilians at the roadblocks were armed
with arenades: .. hateg, cl - ' “*1Sually not more .than a 'ﬁ/
5 , Pree
Ly / e
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few guns. The commander of the roadblock inevitably carried
a gun and it is with him that we would negotiate if we were
not passed through. The roadblocks were openly tolerated by

the army and by the Gendarmerie who occasionally jointly

*

manned the locations or who "épenly fraternized with the
militia. After mid-April, we increasingly noticed that the
roadblocks were the locations where killings were being

conducted as they could check identification cards and

determine the Tuts:i Increasingly corpses were seen in the
vicinizy of roadknlcocoks. This situation was czenls tclarated
T F ADTril 1334, I was asked to accompany Two Soliszk z-Cxrs
in evacuating two Polish UNMOs and scme Pclisé Tr¥issts Ifrzz
the church at Gikordo. The UNMCs wers Livinpng  wisnh che
priésts i olheilr  residence. Wheni we ari - . saw

numerous bodies of children and the body of at least one
woman along the external wal;‘of the nearby schcol. Major
Mark Pazik who accompanied me to the scene went inside the
residence to find the -Polish UNMOs and priests. Major
Stefan Stec went into the church covered by myself and the

£Li e -
gunner on the APC. In the church we found numerous bodies

77
7

&

of civilians. Some of them were s ivtarlive  and  were | p?
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groaning. The Polish UNMOs and priests .arrived from the
residence and Major Richard Marek told us that the day
before the army had cordoned the area and the Genda&merie
armed with a list went from house to house rounding up the
Tutsis who were taken to the church. The Polish UNMOs and
priests had been held at gunpoint in the Church while the
police had removed the identity cards from the people and

had handed them over to the militia wno killed them with

machetes. Some wsres znlv woundsd and as we did not have the
Toom TS Tafe ITnsn o wiltho Us ws l2Pt cur firss aid kis oand
WATSI WLIN Ing IIlsSs5Ts inIo.: Iri-_s2Z o ovat e— =ma caw-
Stefan decided =c£: +.Zszz ths zzsns a-mS whils =- daioo £
Gendarmerie jeep passed rapidly oY Rn dLginor sTen 8T ths
scene of the massacre despite the fact that cthere wers
R‘moﬁerous children’s uw.'es clearly visible near the sc.

This incident was reported to General Dallaire as it was

the first major Occasion where there was clear evidence of

collaboration between the civil service (who I suspect

provided the list of Tutsis and their addresses), the army

(who conducted the cordon of the area), the police (who

"
rounded up the Tutsis

P

‘and stripped them of the identity

cards) ‘and the militia (whe::Lilled ™ the'.... 4s) ~ in
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conduzting the organized killings of these innocent Tutsi
civilians. The next day, when the Polish UNMOs returned the
Polish priests stated the militia had returned and had

killed the survivors and removed the bodies which they

burnt nearby. The priests were subsequently evacuated.

From this date until I 1left Rwanda in early May 1994,

reports steadily increased of massacres first in Kigali and

later throughout the country. At first we thouch:t thsv wers
primarily political, as the targets sesmsd T2 te moderzrs
fuTl and tutsi lsazders.  ZEowzeez- e S PN 8 kol =t
shErsEsinsly Tarsra cmnas TSl IE_o TZoTiveETelozzozll T_o-=zo=
Chi-Zren, far behind the lines based Sclel oo thosir
ethnicity is genccide. This was alsoc a gencciise, whizh was
conducted with the collaboraticn and active support o the

wstl

auvm; anvi . Gendarmerie.

After 10 April, my duties were primarily confined to the

Headquarters as General Dalléire used me to nﬁin&ain the

communications link to the outside world and to'brepare his

reports to New York. I occasionally accompanied General
r v

Dallaire to meetings but I never saw Bagosora again. On

each occasion as we went into the cit- it was incre-
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deserted as fighting escalated in the city and the number

of bodies of civilians at roadblocks was increasing.

I have only knowledge of one incident regarding the RPF.

Around mid-April, I was' in the' Héadquarters and heard a

long burst of automatic weapon fire.

I was subsequently

informed that an RPF patrol forced its way into the stadium

and picked up about 15 persons who

scadium at lsast 5 witnesses per
Commis el oS der e LI wers Dzxsn
Done in CIzawz
7 f archr S8
cHh 2
On the, 8/6(/(7;// -
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